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Passion, 
Possibilities 
and Power
On Friday 10th October, 

Mulberry School For 
Girls held our Women’s 
Education conference – 
‘Educating Twenty First 
Century Women: Passion, 
Possibilities and Power’. 
Based at the Queen Elizabeth 
II Conference Centre in 
Westminster, the conference 
was attended by over 360 
students from 29 schools.

Discussing ‘passion’, our 
first panel was chaired by 
Emma Barnett, women’s 
editor of  the Telegraph. We 
heard from Shobana Jeyasingh, 
choreographer and founder 
of  Shobana Jeyasingh Dance; 
Deborah Bull, former Creative 
Director of  the Royal Opera 
House and now Director of  
Cultural Partnerships at King’s 
College London; and Vicky 
Featherstone, artistic director 
of  London’s Royal Court 
Theatre. Our keynote speaker 
was Phyllida Lloyd, who 
recently directed the ground 
breaking all-female production 
of  Julius Caesar, and who will 
be directing the all-female 
production of  Henry IV with 

the Donmar Warehouse, which 
will be performed at Mulberry 
throughout December. 

Our second panel, discussing 
‘Power’, was chaired by Kirsten 
Bodley, Executive Director of  
STEMNET. We also heard 
from Dr Victoria Herridge, 
palaeontologist at the Natural 
History Museum; Ndidi 
Okezie, Executive Director 
of  Teach First; Belinda 
Parmer, founder and CEO 
of  Lady Geek; and Professor 
Paola Domizio, Professor of  
Pathology Education at Barts 
and the London. 

Our final panel, on ‘Power’, 
was chaired by Kat Banyard, 
founder of  UKFeminista. 
She spoke alongside Eleanor 
Mills, Editorial Director of  
the Sunday Times; Emily 
Thornberry MP, Labour 
MP for Islington South and 
Finsbury; Munira Mirza, 
Deputy Mayor for Education 
and Culture; and our keynote 
speaker, the Reverend Rose 
Hudson-Wilkin, Speaker’s 
Chaplain at the House of  
Commons. 

Some of  the most successful 

women in the fields of  science, 
technology, politics, religion 
and the arts addressed our 
delegates with passion and 
enthusiasm. Delegates left 
feeling challenged and inspired.

Our delegates also 
watched the end result of  
a collaborative film project 
between Mulberry, Ursuline 
High School and Postcode 
Films – ‘Shaping our Futures’ 
was a series of  short films 
exploring the work of  some 
of  the UK’s most inspiring 
women and female-led 
organisations, including 

Liberty, Clean Break, Luminary 
Bakery, Magic Me and the work 
of  Baroness Susan Greenfield. 

Following the conference, 
there was a reception in the 
Peers’ Dining Room at the 
House of  Lords, courtesy of  
Lord Michael Bates. Speeches 
celebrated Mulberry’s 50th 
Anniversary, and paid homage 
to our ‘principled, articulate 
and inspiring’ students. 

Mulberry would like to thank 
all those who contributed 
to and participated in such a 
successful and inspiring day.

Our Possibility panel in action
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Words of  wisdom
nuzhat halim 10Y

On 10th October I attended the Women’s Conference 
in the Queen Elizabeth II Conference Centre, 

Westminster, with some Mulberry students from Years 10 and 
12. The conference celebrated and commemorated 50 years of  
Mulberry School. The prestigious event, hosted and organised 
by Mulberry School, was an amazing experience that provided 
us all with opportunities to find out what type of  woman we 
would aspire to be in the future. I felt enlightened to hear the 
great stories of  how these women had achieved their goals in life 
and what had pushed them to do so. It was also a great occasion 
to socialise with many other schools, as well as the influential 
women. We were assigned to tables as table leaders where we 
had fun activities to do and discuss with a mixture of  students 
from other schools, which was very interesting as we were able 
to hear their views on topics related to women, like feminism 
and the possibility of  the next Doctor Who being a woman! 

My favourite speakers were Shobana Jeyasingh and Dr Victoria 
Herridge because Shobana discussed my favourite subject in the 
arts – dance, and during the ‘Passion’ panel she spoke about how 
she was able to get to her position. Victoria, on the ‘Possibilities’ 
panel, spoke with such enthusiasm and encouraged everyone 
in the room to aim high and achieve what we wanted. Another 
great speaker was spoken word artist, Hollie McNish, who spoke 
with passion through her beautiful poetry about body image and 
self-esteem. 

Reflecting on the event, I think it is fair to say that I was 
privileged to meet every single one of  the speakers, along with 
the many different schools and many different teachers, as each 
and every one of  them inspired me with their words of  wisdom 
and experience. I felt as though it was a guide to help us grow as 
individuals, into aspiring women and be the best at what we do. 
I am very grateful for the opportunity and have definitely taken 
on board all the advice that was given and hope to become an 
influential woman myself. 

Promee Reza gives a speech on ‘Power’ and the way 
young women use the internet as a platform to make 
social change

Here are some more pictures from the conference:

Lord Bates gives a speech recognising Mulberry’s 50th 
anniversary the reception in the House of Lords

Myesha Haque, 10L, speaks onstage about Little Miss Geek 
tech club

Students decorate gingerbread women with the qualities 
they most admire in the women they have heard from
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Fringe Benefits
Almitra Grenardo-simpson, 11B

Last academic year, our artist in residence Fin Kennedy 
worked with Mulberry students and our School Specialism 
team to write and stage an original play, ‘The Domino 
Effect’.  In summer 2014, a group of Mulberry girls took 
The Domino Effect to the Edinburgh Fringe Festival. From 
performers, to staging, to lighting and sound technicians, 
in-house caterers, producers and PR managers, the whole 
production was led by students. The play was a great 
success, receiving rave reviews. Almitra Grenardo-Simpson, 
11B, reflects on her experience as part of the production 
and technical team. 

When I first heard 
about the Fringe, I 

thought it was an exciting 
opportunity to go away 
during the holidays for 
a while and not have to 
do any homework for 2 
weeks. As I spoke to different 
teachers about it, I learnt that 
maybe it would instead be 
a chance for me to broaden 
my knowledge in theatre and 
drama in general. At first I 
wanted to do performance, but 
changed my mind after I was 
given the chance to perform 
at Soho. Instead I opted to do 
production and technical work.

 In preparation for the Fringe, 

we had to come in during 
the first and second week 
of  the holidays, and make 
different items, which would 
all go towards the publicity 
of  the show. We also had 
to sit in on rehearsals, and 
decide on lighting and get it all 
programmed on the lighting 
desk. 

When we were actually in 
Edinburgh, I had to go to 
rehearsals, fill out show-reports 
and control the lighting for 
every show.  I also helped 
the catering team whenever 
they needed it, and helped the 
production team with flyering.

 In terms of  personal growth, 

the trip really helped me clear 
my mind and focus on exactly 
what I wanted to do in the 
future, and I know now it 
has something to with both 
technical and musical theatre. 
I really enjoy backstage/
technical work, just as much 
as performing itself, and in 
the future, even though I still 
want to be the one on stage, I 
definitely want to learn more 
about everything that happens 
backstage, just so I can 
appreciate it more.

 The experience made me 
realize that there is so much 
time, effort and hard work 
constantly being put into 
every production that we as an 
audience don’t get to see, and 

that isn’t always recognized by 
the public; but it is the very 
root of  the performance, and 
without all that backstage 
work the show ‘cannot go on’. 
In all honesty, the experience 
has truly made me respect the 
people who work backstage 
more than before, as it is 
such a hard job. For everyone 
who wants a career in theatre, 
I think learning about the 
technical side, the production 
and stage management, and 
every other backstage role in 
theatre is an absolute must 
if  you want to be good at 
what you do, whether you’re a 
performer, or part of  the box 
office – and to be able to fully 
appreciate theatre in general.

Community Opera 
For the fiftieth celebration 

of  the school’s birthday, 
a particularly exciting event 
was coordinated: Mulberry’s 
first community opera. 
The opera told the story of  
a young woman moving to 
London from Bangladesh. 
Students from Mulberry and 
other local schools, together 
with members of  the local 
community, rehearsed together 
from January. They had the 
privilege to be accompanied by 
professional singers, the school 
music teachers, parents and 
the composer of  the Opera, 
Jana Roland. The Opera was 
performed on 5th, 6th and 7th 

November 2014, and was very 
well received by audiences. 
It was great to see the whole 
Mulberry community join 
together for this exciting and 
uplifting project.

The cast during a rehearsal Working with Mulberry staff

Some of the cast of The Domino 
Effect



Where we belong
A group of  Year 10 students are working 

with Professor Kathryn Riley from the 
Institute of  Education on a key research 
project. The project is called ‘Leadership of  
Place’: it examines whether students feel like 
they belong in school, and how belonging 
influences their ability to act as confident 
leaders in their school communities. 

Masumah Begum, Nusrat Khanom, Nuzhat 
Halim, Adela Begum, Fariha Rahman and 
Mehreen Hussain, all from 10Y, have been 
working on the project since last year. As part 
of  their research, they are making a timeline 
of  the history of  our local community, 
Tower Hamlets and the East End; they are 
also working with Tower Hamlets Archives 
on a photography project, comparing recent 
photographs of  local landmarks to images 
from the past to show the extent to which 
the community has changed. They are now 
investigating whether Mulberry students 
feel like they belong in school, and how 
their feelings of  belonging influence their 
confidence. The research team have developed 
a theory about the importance of  friendship 
groups to boosting student confidence in the 
classroom. They are putting together a whole-
school survey to test their hypothesis, and will 

use the results to develop some suggestions 
for how friendship groups could be used to 
promote learning, confidence and leadership 
in the classroom.

On Thursday 27th November, the research 
group attended a student conference at the 
Institute of  Education, along with the other 
schools participating in the project: Corelli 
College, St Paulsway Trust School and 
Elizabeth Garrett Anderson School. Speaking 
to an audience of  fellow students, academics, 
and Masters students from the IOE, the team 
presented their findings so far and the next 
steps in their research plan. Professor Riley 
praised their dedication and their originality 
– she told the student research groups 
that they had the power to make positive 
transformations in the classroom. Speaking 
to the Mulberry team, she remarked on how 
much their confidence has grown since they 
first began the project, and praised their 
enthusiasm.

The team will be hosting an exhibition 
of  their work at the Mulberry and Bigland 
Green Centre in late January. More details of  
their presentation are available on the school 
website. 

“I had to think 
about my own 
politics, about 
what I believe 
and why”   

www.mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk l 4



www.mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk l 5

Civil Rights  
In the usA
In summer 2014, Sujina Khatun, 13NW, won a competition 
that sent her across the Atlantic. Women’s Education 
Officer Holly Green interviewed her to find out more.

how did you get the opportunity to go to the usA?
I won a competition hosted by the US Embassy. I had to write 
four short essays about the Civil Rights movement in the US. 
10 winners were chosen, and we were given the chance to 
spend two weeks in the USA in August 2014 – four days in 
Washington, seven days in Alabama and three days in New York.

What did you do during your two weeks in the states?
I travelled from place to place with a group of  other students. In 
Washington, we learned about the political structure of  America, 
and all about Federalism. We visited the Martin Luther King 
memorial and the Abraham Lincoln memorial, and we spent a 
lot of  time at the Civil Rights museum. In Alabama, we visited 

16th Street Baptist Church, 
where Martin Luther King 
spoke. We also volunteered 
in a soup kitchen for the 
afternoon. We met with 
Statesmen and Congressmen 
in Alabama, and we were able 
to ask them questions about 
civil rights in the USA.

What was your most 
memorable experience?
The Civil Rights museum 
was amazing: it felt so real, 

because you were in the place where these huge events had 
happened. It came alive. I really enjoyed the soup kitchen 
because there was such a friendly, community atmosphere. It 
seemed like volunteering and serving the community was a really 
important value for the people there.

You say you asked statesmen and congressmen 
questions – what did you ask?
Whether they felt the US has any problems with civil rights, and 
what are the important civil rights issues for this century.

Were you surprised by any of the answers?
Yes! We were in Alabama just after Mike Brown had been shot 
by Police Officer Darren Wilson in Ferguson, St Louis – that’s a 
huge civil rights issue, and people were protesting in the streets, 
but one statesman said that ‘the civil rights movement does 
not exist’. Nobody corrected him, perhaps because we were 
uncomfortable and aware of  his prestige, and aware of  the fact 
that we were on a school trip and didn’t want to be rude… but I 
feel like we should have spoken out.

What have you learned from the trip?
So much. I feel like I’m more engaged with British politics now, 
and more aware of  the civil rights issues in this country – for 
example, for LGBTQ people, or for Muslims. I also had to think 
about my own politics, about what I believe and why, which has 
been really useful. Spending time with other students from all 
over the world taught me a lot. I met a Catholic student from 
Northern Ireland who had never met a Muslim before, and we 
learned so much about each other’s cultural backgrounds and 
religion. We found a lot of  common ground. 

One of Sujina’s winning essays is reproduced here.

Which public figure do you most admire and why? 
Today, The Prophet Muhammed can be argued to be one of  the most misunderstood public 
figures in history, especially in the climate of  post 9/11. As a young Muslim it is particularly 
disheartening to see islamaphobia exist because we believe in peaceful coexistence and equality 
for all. Many neglect to realise that Muhammed was one of  the finest statesmen and public 
figures in history and he is the public figure I most admire. Arabia at the time of  Muhammad’s 
birth was one of  corruption and social turmoil; society was elitist, patriarchal and ruled by the 
Quraysh tribe. Muhammed introduced the concept of  community and brotherhood to a society 
claimed by individualism and divided in every way. When Muhammad became statesman he 
became a voice for the most vulnerable; not only did he advocate the rights of  Arab men, he 
mobilised women and black people. The practise of  female infanticide was rife in pre-Islamic 
Arabia as was the trafficking of  black slaves from Tanzania and Ethiopia; under Muhammad 
women were for the first time in Arabia given the right to own property, be educated, divorce and 
inherit, Muhammad even used his own wealth to free black slaves. In his last sermon in 632CE, 
Muhammad addressed the masses and proclaimed “no white has superiority over a black, nor 
does a black have superiority over a white”.  Muhammed wasn’t just a prophet for the Muslims; 
his message of  social justice is universal and relevant for everyone and it was the essence of  
the American Civil Rights Movement. Despite his struggles he never gave up his endeavour for 
social justice and that is why I admire Muhammed. 

“I had to think 
about my own 
politics, about 
what I believe 
and why”   



The girls who 
would rule 
the world (in 
headscarves)
Liberated, charming and fiercely ambitious, these 
teenagers defy lazy preconceptions about British 
Muslim women, say Helen Rumbelow Monday 
July 21 2014

“This is really important we’re 
just normal people” says the 
girl sitting in a London school. 
Normal?  I’d like to agree, but 
really, I can’t. This 17 year-old 
couldn’t be more unlike the 
image of  what a typical teenage 
girl should be: a basketball 
player, mathematician, 
uninterested in settling down 
and gunning for a career in the 
City. If  that weren’t strange 
enough, she took up wearing 
a scarf  over her hair because 
it looked nice, but fasts for 
a reason totally unrelated to 
achieving a bikini body. In the 
British public consciousness 
she basically doesn’t exist: a 
unicorn in a hijab. “We still” 
says Kawsara Chowdhury 
seeing my scepticism, as she 
does every day of  her life and 
meeting it with a confident 
flourish “watch The Big Bang 
Theory.” It’s hard to imagine 
if  you’re not one, the life of  a 
young British Muslim Woman. 
It can be even harder to 
envisage your future if  you are 
one. Census figures show that 
one in twenty children under 
five in England and Wales is 
a girl raised a Muslim. But for 
such a booming population, 
we know almost nothing of  

her. She’s not on TV, in films, 
music or novels. Instead, what 
we think we know is based on 
two extremes: the sad-eyed 
slave girl whose headscarf  
is a symbol of  her forcible 
oppression; and the avenging 
terrorist. It’s a fundamentalist 
take on the old Madonna/
Whore view of  women. This 
week our view on Muslim 
youth will be shaped by 
government reports into 
the alleged “Trojan Horse” 
plot to introduce extremist 
Islamist practices into some 
Birmingham schools. All 
summer we have heard from 
male governors, teachers and 
pupils - but still Muslim girls 
are peculiarly hidden. Of  
course it’s easy to assume – 
don’t we all?  - that’s due to an 
inculcated meekness. So I meet 
a bunch of  six teenage Muslim 
girls all of  them at a secular 
state girls’ secondary called 
Mulberry School for girls, in 
Tower Hamlets, east London. 
It’s important to state up front 
that this outstanding school is 
about as far from Trojan Horse 
as you could possibly get. 
Because of  its catchment area 
nearly all students are Muslims, 
nearly all of  Bangladeshi 

origin and I’ve never seen 
any school I’d like to send 
my daughter to more, nor 
that would inspire her to kick 
more ass in public life. In fact, 
when I arrive it has the air of  
futurist fantasy, in which power 
roles are utterly reversed. The 
school that day was hosting 
a “Model United Nations” 
in which dozens of  London 
secondaries fielded debating 
teams. It was unnerving at 
first to see most of  the UN 
hierarchy dominated by girls 
from Mulberry in headscarves. 
Then I observed the session, 
in which Muslim girl after 
girl politely but devastatingly 
wiped the floor with blonde 
boys in suits, and I realised 
why. We haven’t caught up 
to how strong these girls are. 
Their voices boom. The latest 
statistics show that Bangladeshi 
academic attainment is now 
on a super-accelerator, taking 
just five years to go from way 
below white pupils’ average 
to surpassing it, due largely 
to the success of  Bangladeshi 
girls . The next assault is on 
Oxbridge and professional 
fast-tracks. Their faith and 
feminism are intertwined. 
They are the first generation 

to reclaim the Koran as 
something to shelve next to 
Caitlin Moran, say – to them; 
the Koran is a book that 
inspires their right to female 
power. Charming, but, my 
goodness, fierce, these girls 
bring to mind nothing less 
than the pioneers in the first 
waves of  female suffrage 
in this country: fearlessly 
breaking into universities and 
jobs. First, when we gather in 
a side room, I ask the group 
to name a famous Muslim 
heroine.  “Our teachers?” says 
one. They’re not famous I say. 
“Not a Muslim but Angelina 
Jolie?” ventures another. 
It’s a tough question, they 
concluded. The kind of  lives 
they want haven’t been lived 
yet. “We don’t need a Muslim 
role model” say Kawsara who 
is studying maths, further 
maths and physics A levels 
and is considering applying 
to Cambridge before a career 
in banking or engineering, 
“but having one would be 
reassuring. To think you can 
go up there yourself.” Do you 
feel ignored? Sujina Khatun, 
17, who after a law degree, says 
her goal is “to break the City”, 
sighs “I don’t feel ignored; I 

‘In summer 2014, a journalist from The Times asked 
to interview a group of Mulberry students about 
their experiences as young British Muslim women 

forging their futures. She was amazed by what she 
heard. The full article is reprinted below.’

www.mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk l 6



feel that we’re recognised for 
the wrong reasons. I think 
there needs to be attention on 
the actions of  minority views,”  
How are you misrepresented? 
“that we don’t have aspirations. 
That we are oppressed on the 
more extreme end. The lack of  
Muslim women in the media 
to look up to.” When we talk 
about their cultural taste Sujina 
is embarrassed to confess: “I’ve 
got to say Taylor Swift”; she 
“had to see Bad Neighbours, as 
it’s got Zach Efron in it” and 
“this is going to sound really 
teenager-ish but I like Gossip 
Girl”- they sound like 17-year-
olds all over the western world. 
Yet they don’t see people like 
them on screen, and this makes 
then more thoughtful. Normal 
teens suffer from adults 
obsessing over how they look 
and by turn underestimating 
and fearing them. Muslim 
teenager girls suffer all those 
things, but doubled. All of  
their grandmothers pretty 
much lived a rural life in 
Bangladesh. Their mothers 
typically married young and 
arrived in London to work in 
textile factories, after leaving 
school in Bangladesh at 14 
or so. These girls’ lives are 

unfathomably different again 
from their mothers.’ Their 
ambitions are partly financial. 
Nearly all live in council flats; 
they all say the first thing they 
would do with career success 
would be to buy their parents 
a house. One girl Ranlah 
Mohammed, 17, who speaks 
five languages and wants to be 
a UN interpreter, says: “I don’t 
see marriage anywhere in my 
life, I think the goals I want 
to achieve are far greater than 
marriage – and kids, no way. 
The way I’m thinking right 
now I feel like life is too short.” 
Kawsara says: “Intimidation 
is something you get when 
you go into a workplace with 
people from Oxbridge. Its 
more just scared- this new life. 
You can’t talk to someone in 
your family about university; 
they haven’t been. That’s 
why you have your teachers 
to talk to. It’s comforting 
the intimidation goes away 
a little bit, you know you’re 
as good as these people.” 
Sujina has grown up in a flat 
overlooking Liverpool street 
station, watching the hordes 
of  city workers rush past her 
door and mentally placing 
herself  among them. “It is 
disheartening to walk through 
the streets when going to my 
local Tesco and see so many 
white, middle-class, perhaps 
Oxbridge-educated, men. 
When I go to work experience 
there are very few Muslim or 
ethnic minority women. It is 
daunting to be the first one 
to go to open evenings where 
you see middle-class parents 
with their sons, and you’re 
just walking around trying to 
find the right place. But it just 
makes you more determined 
to get your goal.” I ask if  they 
are feminists and I’m met with 
a resounding loud “yes!” They 
know without me even having 
to ask, that their answer will 
also have to explain the fact 
that five out of  the six of  them 
are wearing headscarves- only 
Maria Amrin, 16 is not. “Our 
religion promotes equality” say 
Maria. “Some say the Koran is 
sexist, but my favourite quote 
is, ‘All women and men are 
equal like the teeth of  a comb’. 

That for me is essential. I’ve 
taken a quote like that and 
made it the core of  what I 
believe. My views on feminism 
come from Islam and vice 
versa.” But, I say does it weigh 
heavily on you that if  you lived 
in some Islamic countries they 
would use this same religion to 
restrict your lives? 

Sujina: ‘I think it’s important 
to separate the history of  
Islam from the practice of  
it today. Many people don’t 
know that women’s right to 
vote and own property goes 
back much further in Islam 
than in the west. Yes, you 
look at Saudi Arabia and do 
see people that are oppressed. 
If  they did interpret the 
Koran properly, as men and 
women are equal, then things 
would be very different.” 
Sujina says that her headscarf  
shows her “submission to my 
religion”, not to a man, but 
it’s a subtle point that she is 
aware people find difficult. 
The schoolgirls speak at lots 
of  feminist events – one 
headscarved girl participated 
on stage at a Glastonbury 
talk – and they always are met 
with raised eyebrows. Sujina, 
like Kawsara, initially stated 
wearing the headscarf  almost 
as a fashion choice – at this 
school about half  the girls 
wear one. “As you get older 
you become more conscious 
why you’re wearing it. I want 
to be recognised for my own 
merit. If  I beautified myself  
I I wouldn’t be recognised 
for what I truly had.” But, I 
say, in City law firms, I can 
only imagine this choice will 
make it harder for her to 
integrate. Sujina: “Life would 
be easier but not as fulfilling.” 
Kawsara says that now she’s 
worn one half  her life, it’s 
become an identity, almost 
like a pair of  glasses: “For me, 
I think it might sound a bit 
weird, if  I didn’t wear it I’d 
feel exposed, I wouldn’t feel 
myself. I feel safer wearing 
it.” What surprised me is 
that the girls say they rarely 
talk about the headscarf  
thing between themselves, 
other than a “bit of  banter” 
when the weather is hot. It’s 

a private decision, and it’s of  
note that a member of  staff  
interjects in our discussion 
repeatedly that the headscarf  
decision is “a choice” and not 
dictated by the Koran. Maria 
is cheerfully bold in justifying 
herself, using the same “don’t 
judge me on my appearance” 
line to different effect. “A 
lot of  people say they wear 
a headscarf  for that feeling 
of  safety” says Maria “me 
not wearing a headscarf  is 
more of  a feminist statement. 
Why should I wear a scarf  
to feel safe? I want to live 
in a world where people are 
going to appreciate me for my 
thoughts and opinions rather 
than the way I look. A lot of  
people think you should wear 
a scarf  for people to think 
of  you the right way. Well 
really you should be thinking 
in the right way not taking 
into account a scarf.” Maria’s 
older sister wears a headscarf  
in her sales job as it gets her 
noticed, an “icebreaker”, 
but at the same time Ramlah 
says her older sister was in 
a university seminar and a 
girl came up to her and said 
patronisingly: “it’s so nice for 
someone like you to have an 
opinion.” Sujina: “We do get 
a glimpse of  that when we go 
to events, when we’re a group 
of  girls with brown skin and 
headscarves. The expectations 
are different.” One of  their 
friends in a headscarf  agrees. 
She was once in a conference 
with a load of  Liverpudlians 
and had to reassure them: “I 
like Big Bang Theory!’ They 
were like, ‘oh OK, she’s a 
normal person.’” The Big 
Bang Theory, I say, has come 
up about three times. Will 
we know acceptance has 
been achieved once we get a 
Muslim girl on The Big Bang 
Theory? “Yes” says Maria, to 
laughter – and I feel she’s half-
satirising all outsiders want to 
see or talk about when they 
look at Muslim girls- “But will 
they wear a headscarf?”

© The Times
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Dr. Ogden wins 
‘Mentor of  the Year’ 
at the Women of  the 
Future Awards
The students at Mulberry School for Girls congratulate 

our head teacher Dr Ogden, who has won the ‘Mentor 
of  the Year’ Award at the Women of  the Future Awards. The 
event took place on Tuesday 28th October at the London Hilton 
Park Lane and 6 students attended the award ceremony. 

Dr. Ogden was recognised 
for her work at Mulberry 
School for Girls and her 
campaign for the highest 
quality education in inner city 
schools. 

The awards issued by 
Women of  the Future identify 
the UK’s most inspiring 
women. Their aim is to unearth 
and recognise inspirational 
women across diverse 
industries, acknowledging 
talented women in their careers 
and creating positive role 
models for school girls. Cherie 
Blair is patron of  the awards 

and it was founded by Pinky 
Lilani, OBE DL. 

Students were delighted that 
Dr. Ogden won the award. 
Thasneem Zaman, Year 13 
said, ‘Dr Ogden deserves 
this award as she has been an 
incredible Head teacher. Dr 
Ogden’s sheer motivation, 
drive, passion and energy 
are what inspires me, and 
I am proud to be a part of  
the strong ethos that she has 
worked to achieve and to have 
her as both mentor and Head 
Teacher’. Paul Dreschler, Chair 
of  Teach First said, ‘She is not 

only an exceptional leader she 
is also an inspirational mentor 
to staff  and students at her 
school - this is strongly visible 
to anyone who visits the school 
and sees what a huge impact 
she has had in the school, with 
the staff, students and the local 
community. Her values and 
commitment shine through at 
every occasion’. 

Rt Hon Nicky Morgan, 
Secretary of  State for 
Education was amongst the 

high profiled people at the 
awards. She congratulated 
Dr. Ogden on the night and 
tweeted about her calling her a 
‘truly inspirational teacher’. 

Dr Ogden dedicated her 
award to the students of  
Mulberry and said, “It’s a 
real honour to be recognised 
alongside this group of  
extraordinary women. I would 
like to dedicate this award to 
the students of  Mulberry who 
are my inspiration”. 

Dr Ogden accepts her award, supported by students and 
staff from Mulberry.

History Through Books
maisha Zainab, 9e

On Wednesday the 12th 
of  November Jessica 

Sidratul (8M) and Maisha 
(AKA, me) received quite a 
surprise when we were asked 
to make a film for the Mayor 
of  London’s Education 
Conference on Friday 21st 
November.

We made our way to Museum 
of  London, where the filming 
was to take place. We decided 
to visit the temporary Sherlock 
Holmes exhibitionion, for 
which the Museum kindly gave 
us free tickets! I’d only ever 
heard of  Sherlock, never read a 
book or watched a film. Now, 
having seen the exhibitionion, I 
really want to know more.

The exhibition was awesome: 
it began with an entire wall built 

out of  TV screens showing 
different films and TV shows 
based on Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s sheer genius. There 
were all the different movie 
posters, paintings, the original 
manuscripts…Absolutely awe-
inspiring. Best of  all, you had 
to enter through a secret door 
in a bookcase! We filled out 
worksheets as we explored, and 
afterwards we discussed what it 
would be like to have a female 
Sherlock Holmes, who we 
named ‘Her-lock Holmes!’ We 
decided on the characteristics 
of  our ideal female Sherlock: 
she would be intelligent, 
independent and open-minded, 
with an interest in cultures from 
all over the world.

As we explored the exhibition, 
I learnt a lot. Not just about 
Sherlock, but about how we can 

learn about the past through 
stories, as even though they may 
be imaginary, there is always a 
tiny fragment of  reality, deftly 
woven in somehow.

Upon meeting the film crew, 
I have to say they were very 
friendly. At first the director, 
Matt, had us simply walk 
through a few exhibitionions. 
“I want,” he explained to us, 
“to capture the image that you 
are discussing the museum and 

learning from each other”.
Eventually, Matt spoke the 

dreaded words. He said it was 
time for Jessica and I to be 
interviewed. 

I have to admit, I was very 
nervous at this point— but 
I am very proud to say, the 
answers given were sufficient, 
and I managed to get through 
the interview with flying 
colours. Success! 

Maisha and Jessica at the exhibition
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World Class Shakespeare in Tower Hamlets
This December, 

Mulberry was very 
proud to play host to a 
renowned London theatre 
company: The Donmar 
Warehouse brought its 
all-female production of  
Shakespeare’s Henry IV to the 
Mulberry and Bigland Green 
Centre from December 9th 
– 13th. Directed by Phyllida 
Lloyd, whose films include 
Mamma Mia and The Iron 
Lady, and with stars including 
Harriet Walter (Downton Abbey) 
and Sharon Rooney (My Mad 

Fat Diary), this production was 
an unprecedented opportunity 
to experience ground breaking 
theatre in the midst of  Tower 
Hamlets. Many members of  
our local community attended 
performances, and our 
school’s drama students were 
particularly excited to attend. 
The production brought new 
life to one of  Shakespeare’s 
best-loved history plays:  
Henry IV has never been 
performed with an all-female 
cast before, and the result 
was electrifying. We are very 

proud to have been a part of  
Donmar’s work.

mulberry Charity Week  

– Unity is key!
By lamisa Ahmed and 
sumayyah Begum-Khan, 
13CD

In association with Islamic 
Relief, Mulberry School 

for Girls participated in the 
2014 Charity Week where 
we aimed to raise money for 
children in need worldwide.  
The organisation gave young 
students across London the 
opportunity to unite and be 
socially active within their 
schools and universities. The 
project initially began in 2004 
with 20 university Islamic 
societies uniting. 

In previous years, Mulberry 
has taken part in street 
collection as part of  charity 
week. This year we were 
challenged to collect in an area 
which is not familiar to many: 
nevertheless, it was a challenge 
we were ready to embark upon. 
Besides the street collection 
being a success, it was a warm, 
beautiful, sunny day and at the 
peak of  it something beautiful 
happened. Some of  the girls 
came across a man who seemed 

to be in trouble, approached 
him, and asked him if  he was 
okay. He replied saying he was 
just homeless and asked for 
nothing. Together, we were 
raising awareness of  poverty 
worldwide – and we thought 
that helping those who are 
on our doorstep is just as 
important as raising money for 
children around the world. We 
decided to buy the man some 
food: he then began to share it 
with others around him. 

In addition to street 
collections, the Mulberry 
Charity Week committee 
organised a number of  activities 
within the school to contribute 
to the donations. This ranged 
from The Teachers Trial to 
the Mulberry Car Wash. Over 
70,000 children have directly 
benefited from projects 
funded by Charity Week in 
previous years and with help 
from compassionate and eager 
pupils who strive to make a 
change, we were able to increase 
the chances of  delivering 
sustainable projects to children 
worldwide – providing 

vocational training, education, 
child welfare, health and more. 

Mulberry also organised an 
off-site event in association with 
The Rabbani Project, which 
seeks to work with women 
across the community and bring 
together women from different 
backgrounds. The event 
showcased contemporary poets, 
singers, artists, writers and 
musicians, providing a space 
where the women were able to 
express themselves and share 
sisterhood.

Volunteers from The Charity 

Week events collectively spoke 
out about how contributing 
to the organisation, in order 
to make a change in the lives 
of  others, has truly united the 
community for one good cause. 

“The life of a man 
consists not in seeing 
the visions and in 
dreaming dreams, but 
in active charity and in 
willing service”   
Henry Wadsworth  
Longfellow

Photo: Helen Maybanks 
for BBC
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opinion: Getting to the  
root of sexism in STEM
shara nahreen, 12eP

It’s fair to say that studying science at Mulberry can create 
a false sense of security for aspiring scientists: we students 
are extremely fortunate to have access to sophisticated 
resources, and we make great progress. Yet outside the 
surrounding four walls of our classrooms exists this glass ceiling 
that creates a gender barrier in science:  it is that the science 
field is male dominated, and women are being under-
represented in science and technology. How absurd! - you 
may say. And to be fair, when we go to a single-sex school 
where ironically the ratio of females to males amongst pupils 
is 1:0, and most of our science teachers are women, it is a 
hard concept to grasp. 

And yet I still doubt my abilities in science as a career.  

I still feel pressured to prove 
myself  to others due to being 
an ethnic minority, a religious 
minority and more so, a 
woman. When all women have 
the same 24 hours in our days 
that Stephen Hawking does, as 
does Brian Cox, why are we not 
all having elements named after 
us or presenting documentaries 
for the BBC?  This question 
concerns me deeply. A lot of  
us are born with more natural 
intelligence than is considered 
average, others work harder, 
and the rare handful of  us 
are just lucky to be given 

opportunities. But the bitter 
truth is that sometimes, just 
sometimes, any plausible work 
by women is discredited simply 
because they are a woman. 

Take Rosalind Franklin for 
example. As one of  the most 
notable molecular biologists 
in history, there is probably no 
other female scientist with as 
much controversy around her 
work as there is with Franklin. 
She is responsible for much 
of  the research that went into 
discovering the mechanism of  
DNA and genetic replication, 
yet her colleagues Watson, 

Wilkins and Crick took the 
credit, and even won Nobel 
Prizes for this work. 

I am currently reading “The 
Double Helix”, a personal 
account of  the discovery of  
the double helix, by Watson 
himself. He describes Franklin 
as someone who’s “not 
unattractive” but “might have 
been quite stunning had she 
taken even a mild interest in 
clothes”. Though Watson and 
Crick may have downplayed 
Franklin’s achievement a decade 
short of  a century ago, this 
kind of  sexist mockery is far 
from a thing of  the past. 

Yet despite this, women 
continue to strive to make 
their voices heard in STEM 
– the likes of  Professor Paola 
Domizio, renowned Professor 
of  Pathology Education 
at Barts and the London; 
and Kirsten Bodley, Chief  
Executive of  STEMNET.  I 
would like to express my 
admiration for successful 
women who are still making 
significant achievements in 
the world, both within and 
outside STEM. These women 
are inspiring and encouraging 

for those of  us who are just 
starting out, and they remind 
us that success is possible – but 
that we still have work to do 
before equality is achieved. 

Many of  you will be 
familiar with Emma Watson, 
and I completely agree with 
a particular statement that 
stuck out to me during her 
#HeForShe speech : “We 
are struggling for a more 
united world, but the good 
news is that we have a united 
movement”. This movement is 
known by an eight-letter word 
which has become increasingly 
unpopular over the years – 
many people are choosing 
not to identify themselves as 
‘feminists’. But it is not the 
word that is important, “it is 
the ideology and ambition 
behind it”. We need to 
encourage as many women and 
girls, boys and men as possible 
to work for change because, 
as Watson points out: “how 
can there be change if  half  the 
world doesn’t feel invited”? 
If  not you, who? If  not now, 
when?’’

Bowled over by First 
Mulberry Guides
This year, Mulberry opened its first Girl Guiding 

Unit, First Mulberry Girl Guides. Girl Guides is the 
UK’s leading charity for young women and girls, and provides 
opportunities for young women to come together, make friends, 
and grow in skills and confidence. Our Unit currently has 15 
members and meets every Wednesday after school. The new 
Guides have thrown themselves into learning about the world of  
Guiding: they have completed their first ‘Go For It!’ challenge, 
and are currently working on their second. Some members of  
the Unit have also given up their spare time to work on ‘Interest’ 
badges in Personal Safety and Discovering Faith. On Wednesday 
26th November, the Guides took our first trip as a Unit: we 
brushed up on our bowling skills at Hollywood Bowl Surrey 

Quays and then feasted on pizza and salad at Pizza Hut. Soon, 
the Guides will be making our Guiding ‘Promise’, which will see 
us become fully fledged members of  Girl Guides UK. From 
baking gingerbread together, to playing intensely competitive 
games of  Pictionary, to learning about environmentalism and 
different global cultures, we have really enjoyed bonding as a Unit 
– and we hope to welcome some new members later this year.
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Ghost Stories
Atiya Jannat, 13KB

During ‘Exploring Beyond Mulberry’ week, a group 
of  about 20 Year 12 students chose to watch a theatre 

production at the Arts Theatre in the West End called ‘Ghost 
Stories’. The production was summed up by the Telegraph as ‘A 
thrilling mixture of  dark wit and sudden terrors’ while the Times 
comments ‘Shockingly good fun’.

It was an evening production, so one can imagine how 
daunting it would have been to sit in a pitch black auditorium 
watching the tension build up; listening to the ever- increasing 
suspense in the dark music, watching the dramatic irony on stage 
and smelling the scents being described by the characters. The 
scene was set immediately and before I knew it, I was staring in 
terror and shock. I didn’t know how to react to the silence left 
after the first shock. 

The entire production was just brilliant, with moments of  
extreme tension and others of  light humour. All in all, the one 
and a half  hours of  horror kept the audience engaged and 
definitely myself… I was curious to find out the answer but 
also drowning in the fear brought by the anticipation. I would 
definitely recommend it to anyone. Though do beware!

Please note that this production is not suitable for children.

Formosa  
– A beautiful island
samia Chowdhury, 7m

Hidden in the busy markets of  Tooting High Street lies 
a little eatery, Formosa. Taiwanese inspired quality 

street food is what’s on the menu, including ice-cold bubble 
teas and steaming hot noodle soups.

Tooting market is a hubbub of  food and culture. From 
fabrics to fish, sequins to scarves and accessories, the market 
has something for everyone. The word Formosa literally means 
“beautiful island”, and it is a Portuguese historical name for 
an island in Taiwan. True to its meaning, Formosa provides an 
excellent little getaway from the hustle and bustle of  the market. 
With succulent fish balls served with perfectly spiced noodles and 
flavoursome dumplings – it is a treat for the senses. Personally I 
believe they do the best dumplings in town. All the food is freshly 
prepared, halal and satisfies all desires for quality street food. 

If  you are out and about in the diverse market and need a 
break, then sit down and relax with a refreshing bubble tea, 
choosing from tapioca – jelly bubbles – or boba – fruit juice 
bubbles that explode in your mouth. I was truly blown away by 
the flavours when I had this. I loved it and I’m sure you will too. 
The flavours dance on your tongue and the bubbles just POP; 
much better than your regular Earl Grey or coffee, in my opinion. 

The pastel colour scheme and cute furniture provide a relaxing 
and calm environment. The shop is also beautifully decorated 
with hand painted ornaments, which gives the place a homely 
feeling. The staff  are very helpful and friendly and there are 
always samples to try if  in doubt.

Overall I rate this shop 5 stars due to the phenomenal flavours, 
pretty decorations, good hygiene and friendly staff. This is 
definitely somewhere for you to try if  you have a keen interest in 
trying out international cuisines. 

Mulberry Reviews

Please direct enquiries to the editors:

Jo latham
jlatham@mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk

holly Green
hgreen@mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk
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mystical Discovery!
sumayyah Ahmed, 7l

I stared at the mystical creature I had been following 
through the trees. He had pink fur, sharp claws and a head 

shaped like a chicken’s feathery head. All of  a sudden, he set off  
into the colossal jungle, where it was dark. Quickly, I ran after 
him into the trees. I got worried because I was lost. Luckily, I saw 
an abandoned cave yawning in the middle of  the forest, empty. 
Slowly, I tiptoed cautiously into the lonely cave. I started to settle 
inside and grabbed a bunch of  dry sticks to make a warm fire 
from the freezing cold. It was quiet… too quiet. 

I started to feel 
uncomfortable on the hard, 
rocky ground. Suddenly, I heard 
a noise and saw something 
sparkling behind a tall stone, 
which looked to my frightened 
imagination like a creepy clown. 
I went to see what it was: it 
was that majestic, incredible 
creature I had followed into 
the jungle. Carefully, I gently 

rubbed his smooth back to 
calm him down. He laid his 
whole body on the rocky floor 
like a sheet of  silk. I felt sleepy: 
my tired eyes were starting to 
shut. So sleepy…

Suddenly, a bright light hit the 
cave and it roused me from my 
sleep. I started to open my eyes, 
very slowly. I felt like a zombie: 
I was thirsty and hungry. Then 

all of  a sudden, the creature got 
up and gently went out of  the 
cave. I suspiciously followed 
him or her. I walked into the 
sunshine, and the sun was 
sharp. RUMBLE! Suddenly, 
the ground started to shake, 
and a small part of  it collapsed 
into pieces. There was a tall 
tree that stood in front of  me, 
seeming to reach out to me. I 
climbed up it, and at the top 
I saw a violent volcano which 
looked like it might erupt at any 
moment! Frightened, I asked 
myself  ‘When will I get out of  
this magical jungle?’ Then it 
hit me: ‘This is an enchanted 
jungle – all I need to do is find 
the source of  its powers and 
destroy it! But how?’ Slowly, I 
climbed down from the tree 

and continued into the forest, 
not knowing what else to do. 

Suddenly, the weird animal 
stepped into my path, blocking 
the bright sunlight. At that 
moment, I realised: he was the 
source of  the forest. He was 
playing tricks on me over and 
over. ‘Why are you playing 
jokes on me?!’ I cried. ‘Let me 
go!’

He hung his head shamefully. 
Then all of  a sudden, he ran. I 
chased him through the trees. 
Then I realised: he had led me 
to the same horrible volcano I 
had seen before – and it looked 
like it was about to explode!

What will happen next? Look out 
for future Bugle editions to find out 
more!

The legacy of  Justice In Action
Since the release of  the film Justice in Action, Mulberry 

has launched a Human Rights Ambassadors 
programme, through which the film’s message continues to be 
disseminated. Mulberry Human Rights Ambassadors travelled 
to COMMFEST in September, a fringe festival of  the Toronto 
International Film Festival whose mission is to advance education 
by raising artistic taste in films for communities and is dedicated 
to inclusion and to community enhancement. 

The film was made as part 
of  our global education: six 
young women from Mulberry 
School embarked on a journey 
to explore the turbulent history 
of  Bosnia, the site of  Europe’s 
worst genocide since the 
Second World War. They then 
went to The Hague, to sit in on 
the trial of  the man accused of  
masterminding these crimes 
– the war time leader of  the 
Bosnian Serbs, Dr Radovan 
Karadzic. They documented 
this journey through the film 
Justice in Action which explores 
what justice really means to 

those who want it most. In their 
quest for truth these young 
women explore the path to 
peace and reconciliation and 
what role it plays in the lives of  
the survivors.

The young women came away 
from this experience with a 
sense of  personal responsibility 
for the stories that they heard 
– to ensure that the voices 
of  the survivors are heard 
widely so that genocide never 
happens again. Through this 
film they aim to demonstrate 
that through the power of  
storytelling we can make a 

change and work towards 
spreading peace and prosperity 
across the world.

The film won the ‘Making 
a Difference Award’ at the 
film festival, which is a huge 
accolade for the school. This 
is the film’s second award, the 
first being ‘Best International 
Documentary’ which was won 
at The People’s Film Festival 
in Harlem, New York. The 
Human Rights Ambassadors 
continue to lead workshops 

in school and have recently 
joined as members of  Liberty. 
The Ambassadors attended the 
Liberty Human Rights Award 
at the Southbank Centre on 1st 
December 2014. The Awards 
honoured the individuals and 
organisations dedicated to 
protecting and promoting the 
rights of  others. Students heard 
from Vanessa Redgrave -  Actor 
and Activist, Billy Bragg – 
Musician and Shami Chakrabati 
– Director of  Liberty.

Mulberry Stories

The Berry Bugle loves student writing! If  you would like to contribute to next term’s Berry Bugle, please contact the editor with a short 
description of  your proposed article: hgreen@mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk


