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On 7th March, we were delighted to welcome 
a special guest for International Women’s Day: 
leader of the Metropolitan Police, Commissioner 
Cressida Dick.

Commissioner Dick joined us for a special event 
to celebrate successful women. The first female 

commissioner of  the Metropolitan Police in history, she is 
an inspiring example of  a woman who has risen to the top 
of  a traditionally male-dominated field, a success story 
which represents a significant step for gender equality in 
this country.

As the Commissioner arrived at Mulberry, she was greeted 
outside by the Police Cadets who delivered a police salute 
in formation to welcome her into the building. She visited 
a simulated MUN debate and a special meeting of  Feminist 
Fridays exploring the life and work of  the Indian Suffragette 
Sophia Duleep Singh. She then joined an audience of  our 
students and students from Mulberry UTC and Green Spring 
Academy Shoreditch, where she gave a keynote speech 
about her career, her pride in the British police force as an 
organisation committed to keeping British communities safe, 
and the progress that has been made at the Met in creating an 
inclusive environment where gender equality is possible.

We were also joined by Detective Chief  Inspector Tor 
Garnett, who gave an inspiring speech about the Police Now 
training academy hosted at Mulberry in recent years, and the 
fantastic successes of  some of  the female graduates of  that 
programme. 

Our students were able to participate in a Q&A in which 
they asked questions about building positive and trusting 
relationships between the police and local communities. 

The event in the Main Hall was followed by a roundtable 
discussion on how the Tower Hamlets community can work 
together to tackle knife crime amongst young people. 

Commissioner Dick was given a warm farewell by our 
students and Prefects, who cheered and waved police flags as 
she left the building. We would like to thank Commissioner 
Cressida Dick for giving us her time, and for engaging so 
honestly and openly with our students, staff  and community.

Welcome, Commissioner!
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Cressida Dick and Tor Garnett joined by Dr Vanessa Ogden 
and Nisha Akhtar, Police Cadet and Year 11 student

Commissioner Dick leading her keynote speech

Cadets leading the police salute The roundtable discussion on stopping knife crime

Students introducing Cressida Dick

The Commissioner with our School Police Liaison Officer, 
PC Nichols
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Votes For Women!
February 2018 marked the 100 year anniversary of 
the Representation of the People Act, a piece of 
legislation which began the process of granting 
the vote to women in the UK. 

Although not all women were granted the right to vote 
at this time, the Act opened up the franchise to some 

women for the first time in British history, and was the 
first legislative step in a series of  reforms which led to full 
suffrage rights for all women over the age of  18 in the UK.

To commemorate this special anniversary year, Mulberry led and 
participated in a range of  exciting activities for students in all year 
groups. Some of  our most interesting and exciting opportunities 
to celebrate and reflect were offered to us by the BBC.

On Thursday 1st February, two students in Year 12 – Shazia 
Anjoom-Zaman and Tamanna Islam – were offered the exciting 
opportunity to visit Broadcasting House and interview journalist 
and presenter Anita Anand about her new book on the Indian 
Suffragette Sophia Duleep Singh, ‘Sophia: Princess, Suffragette, 
Revolutionary’. A goddaughter of  Queen Victoria and a 
powerful voice in the Suffragette movement, Sophia dedicated 
her life to the empowerment of  women and the advancement 
of  their rights – but her story has often been overlooked by 
modern historians of  the suffrage movement. 

Anita Anand has set the record straight with a fantastic book 
exploring the life and work of  Sophia Duleep Singh. Tamanna 
and Shazia interviewed Anita about her work on Sophia’s 
life, and about the importance of  renewing knowledge about 
her story and her contribution to women’s rights. This was a 
fantastic opportunity for our students to encounter a new role 
model from history, and to learn about the crucial role that 
women of  colour played in securing the vote. 

On Tuesday 6th February, we were offered an extraordinary 
opportunity by BBC Asian Network: the chance for our students 
to take part in a live radio broadcast exploring the suffrage 
anniversary, political participation amongst British women 
of  colour, and to what extent British women of  colour face 
additional challenges in society that their white peers do not 
have to contend with.

17 students from Years 10, 12 and 13 joined the BBC Asian 
Network team in the Sixth Form Library for a morning of  
discussion and debate. Special guests visited the programme, 
including Labour politician Dr Rosena Allin-Khan, Conservative 
Councillor Gurjit Kaur-Bains, campaigners Rabiya Baig and 
Shani Dhanda, and comedian Guz Khan. 

Our Headteacher and CEO of  the Mulberry Schools Trust, 
Dr Vanessa Ogden, opened the programme by reflecting on 

how the East End has always been an important epicentre in 
the struggle for women’s rights, from the earliest Suffragette 
societies to the campaigning work being led by our own students 
and community members. Students took part in a passionate 
discussion about access, inclusion, their own experiences with 
challenging stereotypes other people hold about Muslim women, 
and the incredible power of  young women of  colour to push 
forward positive social change. Students reflected on how older 
generations of  women in our community have always been 
important role models to them, and advocates for their own 
right to achieve their dreams: many students mentioned their 
mothers, aunts and older female cousins as important decision-
makers within the family and community, who encourage their 
younger relatives to speak up and ensure that they are heard. 

Students reflected on the challenges that they and other 
women of  colour continue to face in society, and on what must 
be done – and by whom – in order to ensure that every girl, 
of  every racial, ethnic or cultural background, has the fullest 
possible opportunity to thrive. 

At lunchtime, a range of  activities were offered to the wider 
school community. Students were able to visit a stall at break 
time to decorate gingerbread women: using icing pens, they iced 
the qualities of  inspirational women that they admire on to the 
gingerbread women and then took them away to eat as a way of  
internalising the qualities they most admire in others.

Students were also able to visit a nail bar where staff  applied 
transfers depicting inspirational women to students’ nails. Whilst 
having their nails done, students could engage in conversations 

about role models, and about the historic significance of  
‘women’s work’.

All students were encouraged to practise their democratic 
rights by visiting a voting station to select a design for a 
commemorative badge: the winning design can be seen on the 
final page of  this edition of  the Berry Bugle. Badges were made 
to this design for every girl in the school, and handed out at our 
final International Women’s Day celebration on 23rd March.

Students were also led in activities about the history of  the 
suffrage movement during morning registration – and all 
students were welcomed into school for the day by a rousing 
rendition of  The March Of  The Women, the anthem of  the 
women’s suffrage movement, played through the tannoys!

All members of  staff  were presented with reconstructions 
of  Suffragette badges, which they wore around the building 
with pride. Staff  were encouraged to give their badges away to 
students who they felt had demonstrated some of  the qualities 
of  inspiring women – resilience, kindness, leadership, creativity, 
and many other inspiring attributes which our students have 
in abundance, as could be seen at the end of  the day when 
hundreds of  Mulberry girls went home proudly sporting the 
badges given to them by their teachers. 

This was a fantastic week of  celebration, reflection and giving 
thanks. We would like to thank BBC Asian Network and all of  
our students and staff  for their hard work.

Students with the BBC Asian Network team and special guests

Getting ready for the live broadcast Students were encouraged to vote for their favourite 
commemorative badge design

Deep in discussion with Anita Anand

Thank you to BBC Asian Network!Arriving at Broadcasting House for 
the interview with Anita Anand

Guz Khan sharing his thoughts on 
how his inspiring female relatives 
have made him a feminist
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Annual Education Lecture
On Monday 5th February, Mulberry had the 
honour of hosting a visit from Marin Alsop, a world-
renowned conductor. Marin delivered our third 
annual Education Lecture at the Royal Society of 
Arts in Central London. 

The annual education lecture, inaugurated by Jude 
Kelly in 2016, provides an opportunity for our 

school community, our partners and our supporters to 
come together to discuss the current global context of  
education for girls and young women. The lecture is 
delivered each year by an expert speaker.

Marin Alsop is an internationally renowned conductor, 
and an inspiring visionary who is a firm believer that ‘music 
can change lives’. She is recognised internationally for her 
commitment to education, and to bringing music to wider 
audiences. 

She attended the Juilliard School and Yale University before 
founding the organisation ‘OrchKids’, bringing high quality 
music education to the most deprived young people in the 
city of  Baltimore. Alongside this, she also founded the BSO 
academy and Rusty Musicians for adult amateur musicians. 

Marin became Principal Conductor and Music Director of  
the São Paulo Symphony Orchestra (OSESP) in 2012, with 
her contract now extended to the end of  2019. Her critically 
acclaimed work has won Grammy and Gramophone awards, 

and she is the only conductor to have ever received the 
reputable McArthur fellowship. 

Marin reflected thoughtfully on her own career and the 
importance that music held for her as a young woman. She 
shared with us the story of  how she had risen to success in an 
industry traditionally dominated by men, and what had inspired 
her to found OrchKids for the young people of  Baltimore. 
She showed us a short film which explored the success of  
OrchKids in bringing music education to disadvantaged 
communities, and she shared with us the positive impacts that 
music education has had on the children in her community. As 
an Arts specialist school, it was inspiring for us to hear about 
the way in which music education can transform lives.

Several students from our fantastic Culture Club had 
observed a conducting workshop led by Marin at the 
Southbank Centre the day before the lecture, and had attended 
a concert she conducted several days earlier. It was particularly 
interesting for them to hear the story behind her success.

After the lecture, Marin joined us for networking and 
canapes, spending time talking to our students and students 
from our partner schools.

We would like to extend our deepest thanks to Marin Alsop 
for joining us this year. Warm, funny and deeply inspiring, she 
made us all think deeply about the role that the arts plays in our 
own lives. We hope that we will be able to welcome her back to 
Mulberry again in the future.
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It’s Magic!
From October 2017 – March 2018, 10 students 
in Year 9 worked with an intergenerational arts 
charity called Magic Me to put together a 
fantastic interactive performance starring older 
and younger women living in East London.

Magic Me are one of  Mulberry’s 
longest-standing creative 

partners: we are proud to have worked 
with this fantastic charity for more 
than a decade. Magic Me bring 
together older and younger people 
from communities across London, and 
get them working together on creative 
projects. These projects help to break 
down stereotypes about what older people 
are like, or what younger people are like; 
and help to bring communities together. 
Mulberry carries out a project with Magic 
Me every year, in the course of  which 10 
Year 9 students meet every week with 10 
older women from Tower Hamlets and 
Hackney, lead artist Sue Mayo, and other 
artists, to write and perform a piece of  
creative art.

This year, the group worked with artists 
Sue Mayo and Pooja Sitpura, and film-
maker Chuck Lowry, to put together 
a performance called ‘Decorum’. The 
performance explored the rules of  
behaviour, looking in particular at where 
these rules come from, whether they 
have changed over the years, and whether 
there are differences in rules of  behaviour 
between religious, ethnic, cultural, gender 
and age groups. Together, the group created 
a series of  short films exploring the theme, 

along with a live 
performance that ran 
alongside the films.

The group 
performed twice: 
once at Mulberry 
on International 
Women’s Day, and 
then again at the 
Southbank Centre’s 
WOW Festival on 
11th March. The films 
were played on large 
projector screens 
around the venue, 
whilst the group ran 
‘advice tables’ and 
‘chatterbox stations’, 
giving varied advice 
to members of  the 
public struggling with 
decorum dilemmas. 
Both performances 
were very well-
received, and our 
project group shared 
their creative work with hundreds of  
people.

Thank you to Magic Me for another 
fantastic year of  creative collaboration! 
Huge congratulations to our Year 9 

performers: Isra’ Shorif, Muhima Aktar, 
Nishat Ahmed, Khalishah Rahman, 
Umama Afia, Farjana Kajal, Jannat Begum, 
Hibaq Ahmed and Mahia Islam.

Youth Conference
17th Annual Youth Conference: 
Challenge and Change
On February 21st, Mulberry celebrated our 17th 
annual Youth Conference. The Youth Conference 
was founded in the wake of 9/11 in response to 
a global sense of grief, and a collective sense 
amongst Mulberry students that we, as global 
citizens of an increasingly fraught world, must strive 
for universal social justice, tolerance, and peace. 

Now in its seventeenth year, the conference focuses 
annually on issues of  social justice. This year, 

‘Mulberry Youth Conference: Challenge and Change’ 
focused on the importance of  young people using their 
voices to speak out for positive social change. 

Conference speakers included poet, educator and activist 
Anthony Anaxagorou; anti-FGM campaigner and Women’s 
Equality Party founding member Nimco Ali; and Rahima 
Begum, founder of  human rights advocacy organisation Restless 
Beings, amongst others. Candidates attended workshops on a 

wide range of  topics, from disruptive leadership, to LGBTQ 
inclusivity, to public health – many fantastic organisations 
joined us to lead workshops, including RECLAIM, Diversity 
Role Models, Oxfam UK and Mulberry UTC students, who led 
workshops on healthy eating and cancer awareness.

The conference was attended by over 200 students from 
secondary schools across London and the UK. Delegates 
approached the programme for the day with great enthusiasm. In 
their workshops, their discussions, and the questions they asked 
of  panellists, delegates demonstrated a remarkable commitment 
to equality and social justice. It was inspiring to see so many 
young people speaking so eloquently and with such conviction 
about how they can build a safer and more loving world.

As usual, the conference was headed by a dedicated committee 
of  Year 12 students. The Berry Bugle would like to congratulate 
the 2018 Youth Conference Team for creating such a fantastic 
programme.

Year 10 students heading to WOW on Saturday

Students opening the conference Panellists sharing their thoughts

The Women For Grenfell panel inspired students in their own 
social action campaigns

WOW!
Mulberry was fortunate to be able to attend 
the Southbank Centre’s Women of the World 
Festival again this year. WOW Festival is an 
annual week-long event which celebrates 
the lives and achievements of women and 
girls all over the world, giving women’s voices 
a platform and placing the issues that affect 
them front and centre. 

Mulberry attended across three days of  the festival: the 
WOW Weekend from Friday 9th to Sunday 11th March. 

Across the WOW weekend, Mulberry students attended talks, 
debates, panel discussions and workshops. They listened to 
world-class speakers on subjects including racism, socio-economic 
inequality, politics, activism, inspiring women throughout history, 
women’s health and science. Students were particularly moved and 
inspired by a panel on ‘Women for Grenfell’, hearing about how 
women have been leading activism to support victims and survivors 
of  the terrible fire at Grenfell Tower. 

On Sunday, our fantastic Year 9 Magic Me group gave a 
performance of  Decorum to an audience of  hundreds at the 
Community Cube in Royal Festival Hall.

We would like to thank the Southbank Centre for making us a 
part of  this important festival, and giving our girls a platform from 
which to raise their voices for change.



UNIS UN 
Conference
From Tuesday 27th February to Sunday 4th March 
2018, students from Mulberry and Mulberry UTC 
had the amazing opportunity to participate in 
this year’s UNIS UN Conference. Students involved 
were Jenny Hipkins, Maymunah Riyah, Najah 
Maxamed and Jannath Rahman from Mulberry 
School For Girls; and Emma Bollans and Riffat 
Rahim from Mulberry UTC. 

The event attended was the 42nd Annual UNIS-UN 
International Student Conference. The conference was 

held in the Grand Assembly Hall of  the United Nations in New 
York. This year’s conference was titled, ‘Under CTRL: Technology, 
Innovation and the Future of  Work’. The goal of  this year’s 
conference was to consider varying perspectives on the impact 
technology has on the world.

Students were able to listen to a series of  high profile speakers 
from the technology world, expanding their knowledge on how 
technology will affect our present world and how it will transform 
our futures. Students participated in Question and Answer 
sessions with the six speakers and participated in two debates with 
international students, exploring the motions ‘Security is more 
important than privacy’, and ‘Artificial Intelligence will have a 
destructive effect on society’.

Students also had the opportunity to explore one of  the most 
busy and exciting cities in the world! They saw key sights including 
the Statue of  Liberty, spent a morning in Central Park, saw the 
views from the ‘Top of  the Rock’ and visited ‘The High Line’.
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Students outside the UN

Students in Central Park

Students on 5th Avenue

Getting ready to debate!

A day in the life 
of: Judge Ikram
A group of Mulberry students in Year 12 were given 
a very special opportunity to visit Westminster 
Magistrates’ court and spend a day shadowing 
Judge Ikram, Deputy Chief Magistrate. 

Our aspiring lawyers were able to observe court 
proceedings for a full day, and sit down to a Q&A with 

Judge Ikram over lunch. Judge Ikram talked to our students 
about his own journey to success, the challenges often faced by 
people of  colour as they build careers in the field of  law, and 
the importance of  aspiration and networking. Judge Ikram told 
our students that they should never let anybody tell them that 
they are not capable of  achieving their dreams, and stressed 
the importance of  successful people providing opportunities 
for students to get access to work experience and learning 
opportunities. 

We had a fascinating day at the Magistrates’ Court, and we 
would like to extend our warmest thanks to Judge Ikram and to 
Chief  Magistrate Judge Emma Arbuthnot for making us feel so 
welcome. Our Year 12s left feeling confident, empowered, and 
more motivated than ever to achieve their dreams. 

Dance Showcase
On February 28th, many students from Years 7 – 
13 took part in our annual Whole School Dance 
Show. The show was a huge success, and we 
were delighted that many of our students’ parents 
and family members were able to attend to see 
the results of their daughters’ hard work. The Berry 
Bugle send our warmest congratulations to the 
Dance department! Humaira Chowdhury tells  
us more:  

The February dance show was a huge success! All 
students, united by a passion for dance, showcased 

their creativity and skills in duets and dance groups across 
the whole school, at all levels and abilities.

Over 180 students took part in the sold out after-school event, 
blowing away the crowd. Dance groups included MG Hop, 
Mulberry and Young Mulberry Dance Company, and many more. 
We had professional choreographers to piece these extraordinary 
dances together. 

Year 7 performed Swan Lake and Grease, Year 8 did a fusion 
of  Gumboot, Capoeira and Jazz, Year 9 performed Street Dance 
and many of  the GCSE dancers choreographed their own 
spectacular pieces. It was definitely a performance to remember! 

By Humaira Chowdhury

Market Open
On Tuesday 6th March, a group of our students 
were invited to attend the opening of the market 
at the London Stock Exchange. Students in Years 
10, 12 and 13 were able to attend a networking 
breakfast and watch the countdown to the 
opening of the market, when global trading starts 
for the day.  

The event marked the 
launch of  an initiative 

by Founders4Schools to 
build connections between 
inspiring female mentors 
in business and finance, 
and young women at school 
who are beginning to build 
their own careers. Students 
were able to listen to a talk by 
Sherry Coutu about the impact 
of  this work, and the immense 
benefits to business and 
finance of  employing more 
women, especially at senior 
levels. Deputy Mayor Rajesh 

Agrawal also spoke about his 
‘Behind Every Great City’ 
campaign, which aims to push 
forward toward gender equality 
in London.

This was a fantastic 
opportunity for our students, 
and we would like to thank 
the London Stock Exchange 
Group for their continued 
support. Our thanks in 
particular go to Jess Thorne, 
Strategic Development 
Manager at the LSEG; and 
Diane Côté, Chief  Risk Officer 
and one of  our own Trustees. 

Students networking with the Deputy Mayor

Watching the market open
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Students perform 
at Cambridge to 
honour IWD
On Saturday 10 March, a group of 12 Year 12 Drama 
students were invited to perform at Cambridge 
University as part of the celebrations of International 
Women’s Day at Murray Edwards College. 

Students wrote and rehearsed a new piece of  
performance, taking Shakespeare’s famous ‘Seven 

Ages of  Man’ speech and rewriting it to explore the 
seven ages of  woman, with an inspiring woman of  colour 
picked to represent each stage of  life. The piece was 
performed to a packed audience of  students, staff  and alumni 
of  Murray Edwards College, one of  the few all-female colleges 
at Cambridge, and was very well received, with many in the 
audience calling it the highlight of  the event.

As well as taking part in the performance, students were also 
given the chance to explore Cambridge itself, and to join students 
and staff  of  the college in a special celebratory meal in honour of  
International Women’s Day, which gave a real insight into the life 
of  a student at this prestigious university. 

Dr Ogden Visits 
Malaysia and 
Singapore
On behalf of the Mulberry Schools Trust, our 
Headteacher and Trust CEO Dr Vanessa Ogden 
recently toured Malaysia and Singapore to  
learn more about the educational context of  
both countries.  

Her visit was hosted by the British High Commission 
in Malaysia and Singapore. In the course of  her 

travels, she learned about the education systems of  both 
countries; education leadership in South East Asia; girls’ 
education; and the extent to which cultural, business and 
arts institutions are involved with and support education 
in both countries.

Dr Ogden aimed to build international partnerships with 
educators, students, parents and community members in South 
East Asia, so that best practice can be shared between the 
Mulberry Schools Trust and schools leading pioneering work in 
education overseas. In particular, she wished to develop support 
for Girl Leading, our flagship girls’ leadership programme run in 
support of  Michelle Obama’s girls’ education campaign, known 
previously as Let Girls Learn.  

Following on from the tremendous success of  the inaugural 
programme in 2017, we are working constantly to expand the 
reach of  Girl Leading: we know that the programme will be 
greatly enriched by the involvement of  as many girls, educational 
leaders and other stakeholders from as broad a range of  
backgrounds and contexts as possible, and so Dr Ogden’s South 
East Asia visit represented an ideal opportunity to begin building 
supportive partnerships. 

Dr Ogden took part in a busy programme of  events and visits 
during her time in Malaysia and Singapore. 
Monday
She began her time in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, with a visit to 
Dignity for Children School, an outstanding Malaysian school 
for students aged 2 – 18, which was visited by President Barack 
Obama in 2015. She was blown away by the school’s outstanding 
work to empower young people, and its particular focus on 
working holistically with the community, as well as developing 
employability skills and entrepreneurship amongst all of   
its students. 

Dr Ogden then visited the British High Commission in Malaysia, 
where she met Paul Rennie, Deputy High Commissioner and 
Head of  Education is GREAT in Malaysia: together, they 
discussed education policy, system-wide school improvement,  
and the challenges of  running inner-city schools. 

Dr Ogden then visited the Ministry of  Education, where she met 
with Khadijah Abdullah, CEO of  the Performance and Delivery 
Unit: she was able to learn about the Malaysia Education Blueprint, 
an inspiring plan to improve the Malaysian education system 
which has led pioneering work in school and system improvement, 
particularly around inclusion for students in very remote rural areas.
Tuesday
Dr Ogden began the second day of  her trip with a visit to the 
International School ParkCity, a high-performing Malaysian school 
with a particular focus on developing social responsibility and an 
attitude of  compassion and integrity in all of  its students. The 
school was visited last year by the Duchess of  Cornwall, who also 
visited Mulberry in 2013. 

Dr Ogden spent time in discussion with the Principal and 
Executive Director of  Education, Andrew Dalton, learning about 
how the school has developed its outstanding reputation. 

After a visit to the British Council at Kuala Lumpur to discuss 
cultural relations and educational opportunity with Tricia Florence, 
Dr Ogden flew to Singapore. On her first evening in Singapore, 
she attended the first ever Women of  the Future Awards South 
East Asia. Founded by British-Asian entrepreneur Pinky Lilani, 
the Women of  the Future Awards celebrate inspiring women who 
have achieved highly across a range of  fields of  work and study. 
The South East Asia awards were held at the Hilton Hotel in 
Singapore, and recognised a range of  inspirational achievements 
by women from the region.
Wednesday
Dr Ogden visited young engineers at the Dyson facility in 
Johor, learning about their cutting-edge work. She then visited 
the Marlborough School, where she met students and faculty 
members over lunch before meeting with an inspirational group 
of  young women from the Sixth Form who have recently 
completed a Leadership Course.
Thursday
Dr Ogden visited the Tanglin Trust school, a high-achieving 
school with a particular focus on supporting children to develop 
their individuality. She was able to discuss best practice with the 
Head of  the Senior School, Allan Forbes, as well as meeting with 
the Head of  Careers and University Guidance, Zoe Williams, and 
meeting some of  the students. She then visited Temasek Junior 
College, an outstanding school with a particular commitment to 
academic rigour, leadership, and service to others.

Friday
On the final day of  
her visit, Dr Ogden 
visited the United 
World College South 
East Asia Campus. 
The school forms 
part of  a global 
education movement 
structured around 
the idea that young 
people from 

different backgrounds can be united through shared humanity, and 
a collective sense of  social responsibility. Students are encouraged 
to practise socially aware leadership, and to set a positive example 
to their peers. The school does pioneering work around access 
and inclusion for students from disadvantaged backgrounds, most 
notably refugee children: around 5% of  UWC students are from 
a displaced or refugee background, and UWC is raising funds for 
an additional 100 scholarships per year for displaced and refugee 
students. Dr Ogden met with UWC students, as well as the 
Principal Nick Archin and Heads of  Faculties. 

Dr Ogden was very impressed by the inspirational leadership 
at this school, as well as the excellent teaching and learning in 
evidence. The school ethos supported students’ development into 
well-rounded and socially conscious young people, and she was 
hugely impressed by the wider curriculum and the excellent range 
of  high-quality extra-curricular opportunities on offer. The  
school was also visited by the Duchess of  Cornwall, who visited  
Mulberry in 2013.

Dr Ogden’s educational tour of  South East Asia was a fantastic 
opportunity to learn from some of  the most cutting-edge 
educational practice in the world, as well as sharing the pioneering 
work that the Mulberry Schools Trust is leading in the UK. 
Many supportive partnerships were developed with educational 
leaders in both Malaysia and Singapore, and both the Girl Leading 
programme and our collaborative work with The Female Lead 
were received with particular enthusiasm. Educationalists leading 
research and best practice in education overseas recognise the 
importance of  programmes like Girl Leading, and their enormous 
potential to connect students across the globe in order to facilitate 
the widest possible sharing of  opportunity. 

We would like to thank the British High Commission in Malaysia 
and Singapore for their support and hospitality, as well as the 
educators and students in all of  the wonderful schools Dr Ogden 
visited. We would also like to thank Pinky Lilani and Women of  
the Future for their continued support, and we send our warmest 
congratulations to both those shortlisted and the winners of  the 
Women of  the Future Awards South East Asia.

Dr Ogden meeting Jimmy Choo at the Women of the Future 
Awards South East Asia

Sharing best practice and discussing the Girl Leading 
programme with leading educationalists 

Learning from young leaders Dr Ogden meeting with young leaders

What’s going  
on at Guides?
1st Mulberry Guides have had a busy term! 
Guides have been working on their ‘Free Being 
Me’ badge, learning about body confidence 
and self-esteem.  

In February, they visited another Guide unit at St 
Hilda’s East Community Centre, and took part in 

an interactive workshop on self-esteem: they designed 
their own magazine covers and made badges with 
positive affirmations and messages about self-esteem. 
Guides used their learning on this topic to lead a stall at the 
International Women’s Day fair on 23rd March, at the end of  
which they were presented with their Free Being Me badges.

On 20th March, Guides were joined by a representative 
from Girlguiding UK: they were lucky enough to be given an 
exclusive preview of  some brand new resources for Guide 
units which are being rolled out from September, and they 
were able to give feedback on the resources so that they can 
be fine-tuned before they are sent out to all Guide Leaders.

It’s been another great term of  learning new things 
and having adventures – we look forward to more new 
experiences next half  term!



Jack 
Petchey 
Awards
On 19th March, some of 
our Jack Petchey winners 
from the last year attended 
a special ceremony where 
they were presented with 
commemorative medals 
to mark their Jack Petchey 
Awards. 

The awards are granted to 
students who have been 

nominated by their peers as 
having achieved something 
commendable, or having been 
an active member of  the school 
community. Students attending 
the event were nominated by their 
form groups for a range of  inspiring 
reasons, including being inspirational 
public speakers, being powerful 
advocates for their form groups, and 
being kind. Well done to all of  our 
Jack Petchey winners!

International Women’s Day
On Friday 23rd March, Mulberry held our own celebrations to 
mark International Women’s Day. This formed part of a month of 
programmes and events to celebrate women and girls throughout 
March, including our visit from Commissioner Cressida Dick, WOW 
Festival, our Magic Me performances and the Girl Guides’ Free  
Being Me project.  

At lunchtime on 23rd March, 
students gathered in the Main 

Hall for our annual Feminist Fair, a 
drop-in lunchtime fair where students 
from every year group can take part 
in campaigns, competitions and 
activities designed to teach our school 
community about issues affecting 
women and girls.

The Girl Guides ran a successful stall 
where students could take part in a game 
called ‘The Positivitree’: playing on a 
large game board in the shape of  a tree, 
students were challenged to take part 
in a quiz and memory game about self-
confidence and self-esteem. Feminist 
Fridays led a stall to raise awareness about 
period poverty, and to raise funds for a 
box of  free sanitary resources for those 
in need. Citizenship students ran activist 
stalls, leading campaigns on issues ranging 
from homelessness to the campaign for 

votes at 16.
We were also lucky enough to be joined 

by the Women’s Library at LSE, who ran 
a fantastic stall raising awareness about 
the women’s suffrage movement in the 
19th century: students made their own 
Suffragette campaigning postcards and 
pasted them into a commemorative album 
to be kept in the Women’s Education 
Office to mark how we celebrated this 
special anniversary year.

All students were presented with badges 
to commemorate the anniversary of  
the 1918 Representation of  the People 
Act, which marked the beginning of  the 
process of  granting women the right to 
vote in the UK.

It was another successful celebration 
for International Women’s Day, in a 
particularly special year – we look forward 
to next year’s celebration!
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A Wrinkle In Time
On Tuesday 13th March, a group of 15 students 
from Years 7 – 12 were invited to take part in a 
once in a lifetime opportunity: they were asked to 
attend the European premiere of the new Disney 
movie, A Wrinkle In Time. 

This fantastic opportunity came to us through The 
Female Lead, an organisation founded by technology 

entrepreneur Edwina Dunn to raise the profile of  inspiring 
female role models and connect them with the next 
generation of  female leaders, girls currently at school. The 
director of  A Wrinkle In Time, Ava Duvernay, was featured in 
The Female Lead’s inspiring book, ‘Women Who Shape Our 
World’, alongside our CEO and Headteacher Dr Vanessa Ogden. 

Students joined Ava, Oprah Winfrey, Reese Witherspoon, 
Storm Reid and Mindy Kaling on the red carpet, before attending 
a Q&A with the cast and director and then watching the film. 
This was a fantastic opportunity for our students, and one that 
they will never forget. The chance to attend a red carpet event is 
exciting, but what was especially meaningful for our students was 
the opportunity to meet and talk with women – and especially 
women of  colour – who are not only achieving huge success in 
their chosen fields, but who are using their platforms to advocate 
for social change, to amplify the voices of  those who are too often 
silenced, and to demand a fairer world for women and girls. 

We would like to thank The Female Lead for everything they 
continue to do to inspire our students, and girls everywhere. We 
would also like to thank Ava Duvernay, Disney, and the cast and 
crew of  A Wrinkle In Time for a magical, inspiring evening. 

Students and staff excited 
for the premiere

Organisers and attendees at the community IWD celebration

A magical evening 

Students meeting Oprah 
Winfrey

International 
Women’s Day 
– Community 
Celebration
On Wednesday 14th March, our Parent Liaison 
Officer Sabina Khan, along with the Parent Events 
team, coordinated a community celebration to 
mark International Women’s Day.

This special event was based on this year’s theme 
#PressforProgress. Guests heard from influential 

speakers from the local community and saw music and 
dance performances led by some of  the best performers 
in our local area. 

The event placed a spotlight on women’s passion to make 
positive social change and the possibilities that lie ahead for them. 
Guests were also able to hear about the power and achievements 
of  positive female role models from a range of  backgrounds.

Model United 
Nations
On Saturday 17th March, a group of students 
from Years 9, 10 and 12 attended an MUN 
conference at the American School London. 

The conference topic was ‘Water and Security’. 
Students represented countries including Nigeria, 

India and Micronesia. All participating students took part 
in a rigorous training programme in the months leading up 
to the conference, in the course of  which they practised their 
debate skills, honed their knowledge of  MUN procedures, and 
undertook intensive research on their delegate countries.

All students participated brilliantly in the debate, and their 
hard work was recognised with an incredible eight awards, 
including ‘Best Speaker’, 
‘Most Diplomatic’ and 
‘Honourable Mention’. 
Students’ awards reflect 
not only their well-
developed public speaking 
skills and ability to express 
their opinions confidently, 
but their careful research 
and preparation work and 
their detailed knowledge 
of  the procedures  
of  MUN.

Congratulations to all students and staff  who took part!

The aims of  the event were as follows:

•  To call on women to help forge a better working world  
- a more inclusive, gender equal world. 

•  To support all women in developing an awareness of the 
possibilities open to them, and to empower them with the 
confidence to pursue those possibilities. 

•  To provide a platform for all women to make their voices 
heard, and to hear other powerful female voices. 

•  To create a forum for discussion of the representation of 
women in various sectors and how this affects women. 

•  To enable women to develop their own leadership and 
advocacy skills. 

Guests heard from speakers including Dr. Mamta Vaidya, 
Consultant Paediatrician and Clinical Director for Paediatrics at 
the Royal London Hospital; Julie Siddiqi, founder and Director 
of  Nisa-Nashim Women’s Network and Sadaqa Day; and Dr 
Mahera Ruby, Teaching Fellow at IoE UCL, parenting coach, and 
author of  the recently published book Family Jigsaws. Speakers 
engaged in a panel discussion chaired by Miriam Franklin, Director 
of  Community Learning at Mulberry: speakers discussed the 
importance of  their work both locally and nationally, as well as the 
key issues that affect women and girls today.

Guests were also able to listen to performances by Gweneth-Ann 
Rand, opera singer with the English National Opera, and Syeda 
Nasim Queen, Bangladeshi Music Artist.

Throughout the day, the English National Opera ran opera 
workshops for guests, and an on-site podcast maker recorded 
women’s thoughts on their understanding of  this year’s 
International Women’s Day theme, Press For Progress.

This year’s celebration marked another fantastic coming-together 
of  our local community to champion women’s empowerment. We 
would like to thank Sabina Khan, Miriam Franklin, and all who 
were involved in coordinating the event, as well as the speakers, 
performers and workshop facilitators who gave their time to make 
this another successful community celebration. 
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The Berry Bugle loves student writing! If  you would like to contribute to the next edition, please contact the editor:  
hgreen@mulberryschoolstrust.org

Please direct enquiries to the editor:

Holly Green
hgreen@mulberryschoolstrust.org
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Suffragettes: 
‘unladylike’  
and ‘unnatural’?
The Suffragettes played a colossal role in shaping what 

society is like for women today. They have given 
women respect and the ability to make their own impact 
on the world. Although women are still not fully equal due 
to the current gender pay gap, we have more rights than 
women ever did in 1918. We thank them for that. We thank 
them for the fact they fought for us.

Although no-one knows how many Suffragettes existed, we 
recognise them as a significant part of  history. The first suffrage 
society was set up on Roman Road, which is only 1.7 miles from 
Mulberry. 

We have recently celebrated the 100th anniversary of  women 
being allowed to have the vote: however, women did not get 
to vote on the same terms as men in 1918, meaning only some 
women could vote.  The Suffragettes did a lot of  intelligent 
protesting: however, some of  it was quite violent. To protect 
themselves in these situations some of  them were trained in 
martial arts (Jiu Jitsu), which helped them in hand to hand 
combat. 

Leonora Cohen demonstrated one example of  destructive 
protesting. She smashed the glass case containing the Crown 
Jewels in an attempt to break them, in order to highlight the 

Suffragettes’ cause. As the title suggests, the Suffragettes were 
sadly accused of  being ‘unladylike’ and ‘unnatural’ due to some 
of  the actions they took.

Women who were part of  the WSPU (The Women’s Social 
and Political Union) and the Suffragettes had to rely on men in 
Parliament to express their points and fight for their rights. That 
was not right. These women should have been able to express 
their points of  view themselves, rather than relying on the people 
they were trying to convince to fight their corner. Even though 
not all Suffragettes were women, these women should not have 
had to endure discrimination, inequality and harassment.

Although we as women still endure some inequality today, we 
owe many of  our basic rights to the Suffragettes.  As Mulberry 
girls, we need to carry their legacy onwards into the future to 
ensure the next generation may enjoy the same rights, the same 
privileges and many more. 

By Lana Mulholland, Local History Correspondent

Are you an aspiring journalist?
The Berry Bugle welcomes writing from students in 
all year groups. Whether you’d like to write a regular 
column or series of articles, tell us about a trip you’ve 
been on, share your creative writing or write an 
opinion piece on something you’re passionate about, 
we’d love to feature your original work. If you have 

something you’d like to submit for publication, please 
email Holly Green at hgreen@mulberryschoolstrust.org 

If you want to discuss an idea, or need some 
help getting started on your article, you can visit the 
Women’s Education Office at break time or lunch time 
to find out more!’


