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2nd Annual Education Lecture: 
Tina Tchen
On Thursday 16th February, 
Mulberry had the 
tremendous honour 
of hosting a visit 
from Tina Tchen, 
internationally 
renowned lawyer 
and former Chief of 
Staff to former First 
Lady Michelle Obama. 
Following two days of 
sight-seeing in London with 
Mulberry students and staff, Ms Tchen 
delivered our second annual Education 
Lecture at the Royal Society of Arts. 

During the day on 16th February, Mulberry students put 
together a tour of  the East End designed to give Tina 

a flavour of  local history and culture. Promee Reza, Ayesha 
Begum, Elizabeth Todd and Samilah Naira led the tour. We 
began with a walk from Liverpool Street to Spitalfields market, 
followed by a visit to Commercial Street and then Brick Lane. On 
the journey between locations, students told Ms Tchen about the 

rich history of  the area, from the history of  Spitalfields market 
originating in the thirteenth century alongside St Mary’s Hospital 
and Priory, to the immigrant communities who have made Brick 
Lane their home since the 1600s – from French Huguenots, to 
European Jewish communities, to Bangladeshi families, many of  
whom are the ancestors of  current Mulberry students. 

Our tour of  Brick Lane included a salt beef  beigel from the 
famous Brick Lane beigel shop, Beigal Bake, and a tour of  the 
Jamme Masjid mosque, formerly the Great Synagogue (and 
before that, a church). We also stopped off  at Rough Trade, 
where we gifted Tina a book about the rich history of  East 
London, and squeezed into the photo booth together to capture 
the moment.

Later that evening, Tina joined us at the Royal Society of  
Arts, where she delivered our second annual education lecture. 
The annual education lecture, inaugurated by Jude Kelly in 
2016, provides an opportunity for our school community, our 
partners and our supporters to come together to discuss the 
current global context of  education for girls and young women. 
The lecture is delivered each year by an expert speaker. 

Tina Tchen spoke eloquently about the background and 
context of  Michelle Obama’s visit to Mulberry for the UK 
launch of  the Let Girls Learn campaign in June 2015. She told 
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us about how the campaign was first created, and the work it 
has done thus far to ensure every girl around the world can go 
to school. Her talk placed great emphasis upon the value of  
educating girls – not just because an educated girl improves the 
overall health, wealth and wellbeing of  her family, community 
and wider society, but because girls are valuable human beings 
who deserve every opportunity to develop their full potential. 
Ms Tchen also gave us some insights into life under the Obama 
administration, speaking movingly about the wit, warmth and 
passion of  Barack and Michelle Obama, and the work both the 
President and the First Lady did to reach out to, support and 
empower marginalised communities – from girls around the 
world, to LGBTQ people, to children growing up in poverty. 

After the lecture, Tina joined us for networking and canapes, 
spending time talking to our students and students from our 
partner schools.

We cannot thank Tina Tchen enough for her continued 
support of  Mulberry. In every interaction with our students 
and our wider community, she is fully present, engaging and 
inspiring. Her commitment to public service and empowering 
women and girls is deeply encouraging at a time of  great global 
uncertainty, and continues to inspire our students to take action 
on behalf  of  girls’ education.

Continued from previous page
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Girls in the Lead
On 21st – 23rd April 2017, 
Mulberry School For Girls 
hosted our first ever residential 
girls’ leadership development 
programme, Girl Leading, in 
support of Michelle Obama’s 
Let Girls Learn campaign. 
Developed by our Women’s 
Education Officer, Holly 
Green, Girl Leading offered 
65 girls attending secondary 
state schools in London  
and Somerset the chance  
to develop their  
leadership potential.

Girl Leading was attended by 
15 Mulberry students, and 

50 students from 10 secondary 
state schools across London and 
Somerset. We’d like to say a huge thank you to our partner 
schools who joined us for the weekend, and our particular 
thanks go to the teachers who accompanied their students, 
providing fantastic support and guidance during the entire trip:

Isaac Newton Academy

Bow School

St Philomena’s Catholic High School For Girls

Stanchester Academy

Wadham School

Lister Community School

Green Spring Academy Shoreditch

Clapton Girls’ Academy

Plashet School

Ursuline Catholic High School For Girls

The programme took place against the stunning backdrop 
of  the Quantock Hills in Somerset, at Kilve Court residential 
education centre. Students attended a range of  talks and 
hands-on workshops led by expert speakers and facilitators, 
took part in some adventurous activities led by the team 
at Kilve Court, and benefited from a range of  teaching 
resources written and developed by the Women’s Education 
Office. Through these activities, and through spending time 
together in a shared residential environment, students on the 
programme were challenged and encouraged to develop their 
own leadership skills and their own distinctive leadership style.

Students ended the weekend by planning their own Personal 
Leadership Challenges: projects to be carried out in their 
school groups to support the work of  the Let Girls Learn 
campaign in increasing girls’ access to education. PLCs give 
students the chance to continue independently developing the 

skills they learned at Girl Leading, and give them the perfect 
opportunity to support other girls around the world who 
are denied the right to an education, and therefore denied 
the chance to become leaders in their own right. Through 
supporting girls’ access to education, girls at Girl Leading 
are using their own leadership to help build a world in which 
every girl can fulfil her potential.

We were joined at Girl Leading by a fantastic range of  
speakers and workshop facilitators:

 Miranda Lowe, Senior Curator at the Natural History
Museum

 Suraiya Chowdhury, Diabetes UK, owner of  Paper and
Rose events and dessert company, and trainer on
the Global Classrooms London Model United 
Nations programme

 Sotez Chowdhury, Head of  Organising and Campaigns 
at WeCanWin

Eliza Rebeiro, Founder of  Lives Not Knives
 Halla Gunnarsdóttir, Head of  Policy and Partnerships at the

Women’s Equality Party
Kat Banyard, Founder and Director of  UKFeminista
Georgia Rigg and Rachael Gibbons, RECLAIM Project
 Lisiane Ndong, Director of  Sapelle Group and Founder 

of  Nilare
Sarah Blumenau, Voice Coach
Deborah Brown, Head of  Enterprise Development 

at CAMFED
Elli Moody and Emma Brodey, Girlguiding UK

We had two fantastic panels on ‘women in leadership’ and 
‘leaders of  social change’, looking at the issues affecting 
women leaders and the ways in which leaders use their 
leadership to drive forward positive social change. We also 
had a range of  workshops on self-esteem and self-care, 
communication skills and public speaking, community 

LEADING
Girl
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organising and negotiation, leadership by working-class 
women, campaigning, girls’ education and entrepreneurship. 
We are hugely grateful to our speakers for giving up their time 
and expertise. We are also particularly grateful to Women of  
the Future for helping us to connect with speakers.

Girl Leading was developed in partnership with a Student 
Leadership committee made up of  students in Years 9, 10 and 
12. Students had to undergo a rigorous application process, 
including a written application and interview, in order to earn 
a place on the committee. The committee met weekly, with 
additional meetings for sub-committees, and together with 
our Women’s Education Officer they planned and developed 
every aspect of  Girl Leading.

Students wrote questions for panellists and ‘content guides’ 
for speakers and facilitators to help them prepare for their 
panels and workshops; they co-constructed a series of  
activities to teach students about different leadership styles 
and role models; they helped to design visuals and literature 
for the conference, including tote bags, t-shirts, badges and a 
53 page programme and workbook. Students helped to select 

and invite speakers, made key decisions about the structure of
the programme, and gave enormously helpful insights 

into the issues young women would want to explore at Girl 
Leading. Students also supported other students during the 
event in a pastoral capacity, and some girls hosted panel 
discussions and talks. Since our return from Girl Leading 
the committee has been working hard on a detailed event 
evaluation to help us to refine our practice for future events.

We are very proud of  the work our Student Leadership 
Committee has done, and we want to congratulate them on a 
truly inspiring achievement. 

Dr Vanessa Ogden, CEO of  the Mulberry Schools Trust, 
would like to warmly thank the governing body of  Mulberry 
School For Girls and the Board of  Trustees of  the Mulberry 
Schools Trust; the Women’s Education and Extended 
Learning Team; and the 10 members of  Mulberry staff  who 
attended Girl Leading and supported all students and staff  
throughout the course of  the weekend, for their constant 
dedication to the cause of  girls’ education. 
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Well done to our Student Leadership Committee
Year 9

Samia Chowdhury
Nabilah Khan
Imaan Shorif
Ruqayyah Tahsin
Sahra Said

Year 10
Tasnim Radiyy
Mahreen Chaiwalla
Sadia Kamaly
Hafsa Rumi
Khadiza Begum
Syeda Khatun

Year 12
Hafzah Mohamed
Ayesha Begum
Abida Sultana
Aniqa Anjum
Sanzida Yasmin

Girl Leading is part-funded by 
BBC Children In Need – we 
are enormously grateful to 
this wonderful charity for their 
support, and for all that they 
do to champion young people.

What do students say?
‘Girl Leading taught me that it’s important to be 
kind to others’

‘Girl Leading made me feel passionate about helping 
other girls, and I’m going to do it!’

‘Girl Leading taught me how to use my voice’

‘Girl Leading taught me that I’m lucky to have so 
many amazing opportunities at school, and I should 
make the most of  them’

‘Girl Leading taught me that I should raise my voice 
and stand up for what I believe in’

‘Girl Leading taught me that I’m a leader, even if   
I don’t always feel like one’
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Sixteenth Annual  
Youth Conference:  
Young Voices Unite

On February 23rd, Mulberry 
celebrated our 16th annual 
Youth Conference. The Youth 
Conference was founded in 
the wake of 9/11 in response 
to a global sense of grief, and 
a collective sense amongst 
Mulberry students that we, as 

global citizens of an increasingly fraught world, 
must strive for universal social justice, tolerance, 
and peace. 

Now in its sixteenth year, the conference focuses 
annually on issues of  social justice. This year, 

‘Mulberry Youth Conference: Young Voices Unite’ 
focused on the importance of  young people using 
their voices to speak out for positive social change.

Conference speakers included Farzana Khan, Coordinator at 
Shake, and Annie Zaidi, FA BAME Elite Coach Mentee, as well 
as Iman Abou-Atta, Director at Tell Mama; Ife Grillo, Graduate 
School Coordinator at Debate Mate; Nusrath Hassan, student 
at SOAS; Francesca Danmole, Senior Policy, Campaigns and 
Training Officer at the British Youth Council; Anna Horsbrugh-
Porter, teacher at Mulberry School; and Adam Matan, Managing 
Director at the Anti-Tribalism Movement. Candidates attended 

Young Voices Unite  

23rd February 2017  

From January – March 2017, 10 students in Year 
9 worked with an intergenerational arts charity 
called Magic Me to put together a fantastic inter-
active performance starring older and younger 
women living in East London.  

Magic Me are one of  Mulberry’s longest-standing 
creative partners: we are proud to have worked with 

this fantastic charity for more than a decade. Magic Me 
bring together older and younger people from communities 
across London, and get them working together on creative 
projects. These projects help to break down stereotypes about 
what older people are like, or what younger people are like; 
and help to bring communities together. Mulberry carries out 
a project with Magic Me every year, in the course of  which 10 
Year 9 students meet every week with 10 older women from 
Tower Hamlets and Hackney, lead artist Sue Mayo, and other 
artists, to write and perform a piece of  creative art.

This year, the group worked with Sue Mayo and choreographer 
Ellie Sikorski to put together a performance called ‘Decorum’. The 
performance explored the rules of  behaviour, looking in particular 
at where these rules come from, whether they have changed over 
the years, and whether there are differences in rules of  behaviour 
between religious, ethnic, cultural, gender and age groups. Decorum 
combined song, dance, movement, stand up comedy, elements 
of  spoken word, creative writing, collage art, and lots and lots 
of  laughing. Through working together, the group found that 
their experiences vary quite a lot, but that they all share common 
experiences of  being told how to behave, not knowing how to 
behave, and doing the wrong thing at the wrong time!

The group performed Decorum at the Southbank Centre’s 
Women of  the World (WOW) Festival on 12th March at 
the Riverside Terrace, and again at Mulberry’s International 
Women’s Day celebration on 15th March.

Thank you to Magic Me for another fantastic year of  creative 
collaboration! Huge congratulations to our Year 9 performers: 
Sahra Said, Samia Chowdhury, Sonya Rahman, Naima Atia, 
Maryam Uddin, Janna Begum, Samanta Ahmed, Umaiyah Alam 
and Ishitha Islam.

What do students think?
“Magic Me helped me to see older people in a different 
light – I didn’t know that they could be so much fun! It 
also made me feel more confident being sociable with 
people of  any age group, including people my own age.” 
– Maryam, Year 9

“I think we had preconceptions about what older people 
are like, but Magic Me changed that. They have so much 
energy and so many stories.” 
– Sahra, Year 9

It’s Magic!



www.mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk l 7

The Female Lead
Last year, our Head Teacher Dr Vanessa Ogden 
was interviewed for a fantastic book called ‘The 
Female Lead: Women who shape our world’. 
The book explored the lives and stories of over 
50 inspiring women from around the world, in an 
effort to create a broader range of female role 
models for all children, and especially for girls. 
Alongside the book, a series of video interviews  
with participating women were filmed.  

Mulberry worked closely with The Female Lead to 
design some classroom resources so that the book 

and the video interviews can be used as part of  a lesson.
On Wednesday 8th February, 50 of  our students were 

invited to attend the official launch of  the book at the 
IMAX cinema in the Science Museum. We watched a panel 
discussion with some of  the women who are featured in 
the book, including international correspondent Christiane 
Amanpour; photojournalist Lynsey Addario; Nell Merlino, 

the founder of  Take Our Daughters to Work Day; and space 
scientist and TV presenter Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock. We 
also heard from the founder of  The Female Lead and the 
driving force behind the book, tech entrepreneur Edwina 
Dunn. After watching a short film about The Female Lead, in 
which Mulberry students are featured, we had the chance to 
participate in a Q&A with some of  the book’s contributors. 

We would like to thank The Female Lead for their fantastic 
work to support and champion young women, and for 
involving us in this wonderful project.

Copies of  the book are available in the Main Library.

workshops on a wide range of  topics, from ethical 
fashion to disruptive leadership, led by organisations 
including Oxfam and Amnesty International. 

The conference was attended by over 200 students 
from secondary schools across London and the UK. 
Delegates approached the programme for the day with 
great enthusiasm. In their workshops, their discussions, 
and the questions they asked of  panellists, delegates 
demonstrated a remarkable commitment to equality 
and social justice. It was inspiring to see so many young 
people speaking so eloquently and with such conviction 
about how they can build a safer and more loving world.

As usual, the conference was headed by a dedicated 
committee of  Year 12 students. The Berry Bugle 
would like to congratulate the 2017 Youth Conference 
Team for creating such a fantastic programme.

Below, you can read an excerpt from the 
fantastic conference closing speech, written 
and delivered by Sanzida Yasmin, 12JH. 

‘…Unity triumphs over division. And this 
will happen because we will help to make 
it happen. Because the youth are the 
seedlings of society and by educating 
ourselves we can eradicate ignorance; we 
can build a society where all differences 
are celebrated and not stigmatised. And we 

have to do it, because we can make the greatest impact, 
and because if we don’t we will be the ones facing the 
repercussions. So we need to keep trying. I know for a fact 
I will. I will invest all I have into making this world a better 
place, because no matter how small or big my contribution 
is, it is important that I make that contribution – because it is 
many contributions that make one great change’.

Fair’s Fair at International Women’s Day 
On Wednesday 15th March, Mulberry hosted our 
own celebration for International Women’s Day. 

We were lucky enough to spend the worldwide 
International Women’s Day at the Southbank Centre 

celebrating the Southbank Schools Day, the inaugural day of  
WOW – but, as a school whose ethos is defined by a deep 
commitment to empowering women and girls, it’s important 
to us to have our own celebration to mark IWD, too.

We celebrated IWD this year with our successful annual 
Feminist Fair. This year, the Fair focused on activism by young 
people: Citizenship students ran stalls campaigning on issues 
from Islamophobia to protecting refugee rights; the student 
leadership committee of  Girl Leading led an interactive quiz 
stall at which students answered questions on girls’ education 
around the world, winning prizes for correct answers, and also 

wrote down their commitments to take action on behalf  of  
girls’ education on our ‘Pledge Wall’. Feminist Fridays handed 
out postcards raising awareness of  inspiring female role models, 
and invited students to write their own role models on our 
sharing wall. Girl Guides raised money for their annual summer 
adventure day with a badge making stall, where students made 
badges designed by the Guides exclusively for IWD 2017. Over 
200 students attended, with representation from every year 
group – one student in Year 7 commented that it was ‘the most 
inspirational event I’ve ever been to!’

Later in the afternoon, Magic Me returned to Mulberry and 
led a performance of  Decorum, attended by Mulberry students, 
students’ families, and friends of  Magic Me. The performance was 
the perfect way to conclude a day of  celebrating the rich identities 
and varied achievements of  women and girls everywhere.
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International Women’s Day 
Celebration – Community Learning
On Thursday 16th 
March 2017, the 
Community Learning 
Team along with the 
Parent Events Planning 
Committee organised an 
International Women’s 
Day Celebration at the 
Mulberry and Bigland 
Green Centre. The 
celebration was in line 
with this year’s theme 
#BeBoldForChange and over 150 parents, carers 
and members of the community attended  
the event. 

The celebration placed a spotlight on women’s passion 
to make positive change and on the possibilities that 

lie ahead for them. We heard from a range of  speakers from 
a diverse background who spoke about their achievements and 
their efforts in making a difference in the world. Our keynote 
speech was delivered by Dr. Joan Myers, OBE, Nurse Consultant 
for Children & Young People, North East London NHS 
Foundation Trust and Senior Lecturer for Community Children’s 
Nursing at London Southbank University. Dr. Myers spoke very 
passionately about having more representation of  women from 
Black and Ethnic Minority (BME) backgrounds in the health 
industry and encouraged our parents and carers to take up more 
roles in the NHS. 

We also heard from Akta Raja, Managing Director of  Green 
Tomato Energy which is a company which designs and builds low 
energy buildings to help reduce carbon emissions about how she 

started her own 
company after 
leaving a legal 
career in the City. 
Other speakers 
included Shamsun 
Ali, Managing 
Director of  KEY 
Advice Services 
and Distribution 
Administrator at 

the National Zakat Foundation, 
Shaheen Choudhury Westcombe, 
MBE, Community Activist and 
one of  the first three female 
Architects to graduate from 
Bangladesh and Shamshia Ali, 
Community Organiser and 
Manager at the Redbridge Carers 
Support Service. 

Shamsun gave 
a very honest 
account of  her 
work campaigning 
for victims and 
survivors of  
domestic violence 
and how we as a 
community need 
to further support 
and empower 
women to break the 
cycle of  violence. 
Shaheen spoke to 
the audience about 
the discrimination she faced in becoming an architect in a male 
dominated industry and how she overcame the challenges of  this. 
Shamshia urged the audience to use their voices positively and 
to belong to a network of  women who are supportive. After the 
speeches, a panel discussion took place chaired by Bahar Khanom 
who is a community member and Teaching Assistant at Mulberry 
School for Girls. The audience also had the chance to ask the 
panellists a variety of  questions about empowerment and our 
panellists provided them with useful suggestions and stories of  
how women can support each other in developing leadership and 
advocacy skills and how they have been bold for change. 

We also had a number of  stall holders who provided 
information of  their services and these included Social Action 
for Health, LBTH Domestic Violence and Hate Crime, Apple 
and Pears, Tower Hamlets Employment Service, LBTH Public 
Health, Mulberry UTC and Blissful Spirit. 

The second part of  the celebration consisted of  music and 
dance performances. The music performance was given by 
Bangladeshi Music Artist Reya Sharmin who is a national award 
winning singer from Bangladesh. Reya sang female empowerment 
songs in Bengali, Hindi and English. The dance performance was 
given by Year 7 student Michelle Islam who performed a classical 
Bangladeshi dance piece, executing it perfectly. 

Yasmin Abedin, a community member who attended the event 
said ‘The event was very well organised and the guest speakers 
were truly inspirational. It was wonderful to see the potential of  
the independent and capable women of  the Mulberry community 
and I am looking forward to next year’s celebration’. Mulberry 
would like to thank all those who contributed to and participated 
in such a successful and inspiring day.
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WOW-ed at the Southbank Centre
Mulberry was fortunate to be invited to 

participate in the Southbank Centre’s 
Women of the World Festival again this year. 

WOW Festival is an annual week-long event which 
celebrates the lives and achievements of  women and 

girls all over the world, giving women’s voices a platform 
and placing the issues that affect them front and centre. 

Mulberry attended across four days of  the festival: the 
Southbank Schools Day on Wednesday 8th March; and the 
WOW Weekend from Friday 10th to Sunday 12th March. 65 girls 
attended in total, representing years 8-13. During the Southbank 
Schools Day, students attended workshops on fitness and self-
empowerment, and on challenging gender stereotypes. Across 
the WOW weekend, Mulberry students attended talks, debates, 
panel discussions and workshops. They listened to world-class 
speakers on subjects including racism, socio-economic inequality, 
politics, activism, inspiring women throughout history, women’s 
health and science.

For the seventh year in a row, we had a fantastic range of  
student speakers taking part in various panel events across the 
weekend. Ayesha Begum and Abida Sultana in Year 12 hosted a 

‘WOWBite’ session, in which four speakers led 15 minute talks on 
their own area of  expertise; Ayesha later spoke on a ‘WOWDen’ 
panel, helping to judge a range of  ideas to improve the lives of  
women and girls, submitted by members of  the public. Mahreen 
Chaiwalla and Nisha Akhtar in Year 10 also hosted a range of  
WOWBite talks; and our fantastic Year 9 Magic Me group gave 
a performance of  Decorum to an audience of  hundreds at the 
Riverside Terrace.

We would like to thank the Southbank Centre for making us 
a part of  this important festival, and giving our girls a platform 
from which to raise their voices for change.

Boldly going forth with the CBI
On Thursday 16th March, a group of women from 
the Confederation of British Industry visited Mulberry 
to lead an afternoon programme of careers learning 
in celebration of International Women’s Day. 

Working from the IWD 2017 theme, ‘Be Bold for 
Change’, the CBI group led a range of  activities 

designed to get students thinking about what it means 
to be ‘bold’ and how to boost their confidence and self-

esteem, as well as challenging students to think about their 
options for the future and make plans for after they leave 
school. We were joined for the afternoon by students from 
Green Spring Academy Shoreditch. Students had the chance 
to meet and network with women working right across the 
CBI, hearing about their careers. It was particularly exciting for 
students to be able to meet with CBI apprentices and hear about 
the wide range of  pathways the CBI offers to school leavers. Our 
thanks go to the CBI for a fantastic and informative afternoon!

Geography Y12 and Y10 
Residential Field 
Trips to Dorset
In early March the Geography department took 
the Y12 AS group to sunny Dorset to complete  
their field work investigation on coastal 
landscapes and change. 

The students worked really well collaboratively to collect 
and analyse the data they needed, using a range of  

practical techniques, whilst enjoying the wonderful Jurassic 
coast scenery and the occasional Dorset ice cream. The 
trip was a real success and the students had some of  their first 
TAGMs (Truly Awesome Geographical Moments).

Later the same month the Y10 GCSE Geographers attended 
the same residential course and thoroughly enjoyed it too. 
Along with the necessary field work they enjoyed night time 
ghost stories round the campfire, orienteering, skimming 
stones and stretching their legs up and over the Jurassic coastal 
path between Lulworth Cove and Durdle Door. Well done to 
all the students involved.
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Exchanging ideas 
with the LSEG
On Thursday 23rd March, a group of graduates 
from the London Stock Exchange Group visited 
Mulberry for a ‘Business Tea’. 

Over tea, coffee and cake, graduates presented to our 
Year 12 and 13 students about their own careers, 

and the pathway they had taken into the London Stock 
Exchange Group. Some women had gone to university and 
then entered the LSEG through a graduate scheme, while 
others had gone in as a school leaver on an apprenticeship  
– all had fantastic insights to offer about how students 
currently in education can prepare for their future, including 
advice on finding work experience placements, tips on 
networking, and recommendations of  where to look for 

information on apprenticeships, trainee schemes and graduate 
schemes. Students had the chance to ask their own questions 
and to practise networking. 

Led by Sarah Baker and Saori Odera from the LSEG, the 
afternoon was informative, engaging, and hugely motivating 
for our students, who left feeling like they’d been given a 
genuine insight into a career field of  which they’d previously 
had little experience. Thank you to the LSEG for another 
great careers learning opportunity!

Whole School Dance Show
On Wednesday 8th February 2017 over 150 pupils 
from Years 7-12 participated in the Whole School 
Dance Show. 

This year’s theme was ‘Dance Styles from Around the World’ 
and included styles such as Ballet, Bollywood, Contemporary, 

Capoeira, Jazz and Street Dance. The show also featured Year 10 
GCSE Dance students choreography and a site-specific dance film 
from the Year 11 GCSE Dance students. All dancers performed 
with confidence and energy, and the show was a huge success!

Maths Challenge
In January All Year 9 students took part in an 
Enigma Workshop; all students enjoyed and 
participated actively during the workshop. 

They were introduced to the Enigma Machine, and 
worked in groups to work and solve various codes and 

ciphers, one of  which involved the Enigma machine. 
On 10th of  May, five students, Naimah 9Y, Yasmin 9Y, Zainab 

9E, Masuma 9B and Rawsan 8RA were selected to take part in 
the Count on Us Secondary Challenge.  They competed against 
other students of  the same age from schools across London. 
They were required to solve puzzles, have quick skills in number, 
work as a team and to crack codes. 

In addition, to inspire students in maths, some Year 7 and 
8 students had been selected to participate in the UKMT 
Junior mentoring scheme and some Year 9, 10 and 11 for the 
intermediate scheme. Year 7 and 8 sat their UKMT junior Maths 
challenge on 27th April 2017 and Year 9, 10 and 11 sat their 

Music Showcase
Mulberry students from Years 7-11 were involved in 
the recent Music Showcase, held in the Mulberry 
and Bigland Green Theatre. 

The evening was a tremendous success, with 
pupils demonstrating consistently high levels of  

musicianship performing a variety of  styles from Ed 
Sheeran to Mussorgsky! All 3 Mulberry bands performed 
admirably, as well as several vocal/instrumental soloists, 
ukulele group, drumming club, Year 10 GCSE group (playing 
their own composition), our award-winning Battle of  the 
Bands group AND the school choir. The evening ended 
with all performers participating in a rendition of  ‘Let the 

sun shine’. Big thanks go to all staff  involved in the event 
(especially our VIP performers!) and a massive congratulations 
to all pupils involved – you did yourselves proud. All money 
raised from the event has been donated to Fairbeats, a music 
charity helping new migrant families in Lewisham.

Students’ Achievements
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Mulberry Nursery and Primary 
School gets the Go Ahead  

from the Department for Education
The Department for Education has given the go-ahead for the Mulberry Schools Trust, which operates 
in Tower Hamlets, to open a brand new nursery and primary school in East London. Mulberry Schools 
Trust is a Multi-Academy Trust, set up in 2016 in Tower Hamlets by the Governor of Mulberry School For 
Girls. The new school, called Mulberry Nursery and Primary School, will be a state-funded free school 
and will be non-selective. 

Mulberry Nursery and Primary School joins us as the 
fourth member of  the family of  Mulberry schools, 

which includes Mulberry School For Girls, Mulberry 
University Technical College (UTC) and Mulberry School 
For Boys. 

Approval from the Department for Education comes at an 
exciting time, as Mulberry UTC is set to open in September 
2017, providing ground-breaking employer-led education 
for young women and young men. All four schools in the 
Mulberry family will work together so that the newer schools 
benefit from expert support as they grow.

Mulberry Nursery and Primary School’s provision will be 
modelled on the Trust’s oversubscribed and highly successful 
flagship school, Mulberry School For Girls. Education at all 
schools in the Mulberry family will be tailored to the needs of  
gender in the 21st century, and our new schools will share the 
features that have secured Mulberry School For Girls’ local, 
national and international reputation as an exceptional provider 
of  education – a reputation clearly reflected in our links with 
Michelle Obama and her Let Girls Learn initiative.

The vision of  the Trustees of  the Mulberry Schools Trust 
is underpinned by moral purpose – a desire to do more to 
improve the quality of  education for all young people – and 
by a commitment to local schools working together to secure 
the future of  Tower Hamlets education through an inclusive, 
ambitious, collegiate and high quality offer.

Dr Vanessa Ogden, CEO of  the Mulberry Schools Trust, 
expressed her delight at the announcement from the Department 
for Education, and would like to thank the community for  
their support.

challenge on 1st of  February. The challenge has been successful 
as we have received our results for the intermediate challenge, 
where 3 Year 11 students and 1 Year 10 student achieved silver 
certificates and 11 Year 11 students, 8 Year 10 students and 1 
Year 9 student have achieved a bronze certificate. This consists of  
class teachers mentoring and providing the students with further 
extension projects within their learning in class and homework. It 
has also been a boost for all students involved.

Schools  Trust

Schools  Trust

S c h o o l s  T r u s t

Schools Trust
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The Berry Bugle loves student writing! If  you would like to contribute to the next edition, please contact the editor:  
hgreen@mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk

Please direct enquiries to the editor:

Holly Green
hgreen@mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk
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Read on for Sawda’s review of  
breakfast at The Wolseley.
Commercial Road has a McDonald’s, a Subway 
and Efes (a Turkish restaurant for those of you that 
don’t know). 

At Mulberry, we’re less than a four-minute walk away 
from at least four different dessert shops, less than 

three minutes away from a Tesco, near the beautiful stalls of  
Watney Market and at the centre of  a plethora of  PFC shops. 

For the past two years, these have been the shops I walk by 
every day, the ones I visit once in a while and the ones that 
fill my form room with a frenzy of  excited conversations. 
With cheap prices and a close location, these fast-food shops, 
restaurants and supermarkets are at the centre of  my life.

So, imagine my surprise when DebateMate asked me to have 
breakfast at the very grand-sounding restaurant called ‘The 
Wolseley’ in West London, Piccadilly.  

With chandeliers on the walls, gold painting in nooks and 
crannies you would never even begin to think about painting, 
and this homely air that surrounded you with the nose-tickling 
smell of  food (that is the best thing about going to such places 
in the morning), The Wolseley was a spectacular sight. Joined 
by another two marvellous children from another school who 
were accompanied by their teacher, we sat in the corner of  the 

restaurant as we sipped at our drinks. 
It was a split between the hot 

and the cold drinks. I myself  opted 
for an avocado, banana, apple and 
vanilla smoothie instead of  a plain 
juice or posh tea. When it arrived, it 
was a tasty shade of  grass green which - with the 
Wolseley’s class - managed to look appetising. 

Then came the best part: breakfast. Aware that some of   
the dishes weren’t halal, I went with the fruitier option of   
a ‘Caramelised Pink Grapefruit’; it sounded exotic on the  
menu so I gave it a whirl. 

When the order arrived, I had to stare at it for a while. It was 
beautiful; I had never seen a grapefruit look so…elegant… or… 
poised. It tasted just as good as it looked: the tangy taste of  fruit 
with the warm, contrasting taste of  the caramel was delicious. 
And with the way it was presented, how could anyone resist?

Overall, The Wolseley offers beautiful art and an inviting, 
conversational atmosphere. Although its prices are at the more 
expensive end (£3.75 for a jam doughnut!), it is a place where 
you can occasionally treat yourself. All in all, I give  
The Wolseley a massive thumbs up! 

Sawda Khan, 8E

Debate Mate Update
Mulberry is very proud to be part of the Debate 
Mate programme: we have a very popular 
Debate Mate club for students in Years 7 – 10, at 
which university students mentor Mulberry students 
in debate skills and help prepare them to compete 
against other London schools in debating 
championships including the Urban Debate 
League, and the Debate Mate Cup. 

On Thursday 30th March, two year 8 students – 
Maryam Ahmed 8U, and Sawda Khan 8E – were 

invited to take part in a show debate at a special breakfast 
for Debate Mate supporters and trustees at the Wolseley 
Hotel, Piccadilly. 

After breakfast in the Dining Room, students teamed 
up with a university mentor to prepare for the debate. The 
motion was ‘this house would allow parents full access to their 
children’s social media accounts’. Mulberry students were on 
the proposition team, arguing in favour of  the motion. The 
competition was very close, with our students pitched against 
a fantastic opposition team, but team Mulberry carried the 
motion in the end and won the debate by a comfortable margin.

Students also competed in the Urban Debate League last 
term, visiting Oaklands School to go head to head with debate 
squads from other London secondary schools.

We would like to thank Debate Mate for their continued 
support, and for offering such fantastic opportunities to  
our students.


