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For this year’s International Women’s 
Day, four students from Year 10 and 
Year 12 represented Mulberry School 
for Girls at a reception for the Women 
of the World Festival, hosted by HRH The 
Duchess of Cornwall, President of WOW, 
at her royal residence Clarence House. 

Not only did students develop their networking skills, 
they also had the unique and memorable opportunity  

to meet inspiring female role models, including the Duchess  
of  Cornwall herself. 

This was the first of  a series of  events for Mulberry students 
to celebrate and raise awareness around women’s issues. These 
included a presentation for Year 8 by London Metropolitan 
Police on the roles of  female police officers, a conference with 
ten Year 12 and Year 13 students on the value of  direct action 
and feminism, and a workshop for Year 9s at the London Stock 
Exchange led by the Women’s Network Forum, designed to help 
young women aspire to a career in finance or entrepreneurship. 

Networking with the Duchess of Cornwall.

Celebrating  
International Women’s Day 
with the Duchess of Cornwall 
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Houses of  
Parliament 
Trip
On 26th November 2018, Year 12 politics 
students visited the famous Palace of 
Westminster, commonly known as the 
Houses of Parliament. 

We saw both the House of  Commons and 
the House of  Lords and noticed significant 

differences between the two chambers.  During 
the day, we witnessed a live debate in the House of  
Commons with the Prime Minister, Theresa May, 
and her cabinet. 

They discussed a number of  key issues regarding 
the UK’s membership of  the European Union. It was 
interesting to hear the opposition’s responses, especially 
Jeremy Corbyn’s views. We then went to the House of  
Lords where the Lords were discussing the issue of   
‘up-skirting’.  The Government has since passed a bill  
to make taking these kind of  photos illegal. We ended 
the tour by exploring St Stephen’s Hall and taking  
a class photo within Westminster Hall.

After the tour, we were invited to a workshop where 
we learnt about the different voting systems. This topic 
ties in well with our studies of  the UK electoral system. 
We were split into a group of  three for an interactive 
activity, competing against each other for points. It 
started with learning about how the current electoral 
system, ‘first past the post’, works in general elections 
within the UK. This was followed by learning about 
proportional representation and how different parts  
of  the UK would be affected if  the system were to  
be applied. The workshop enlightened us with valuable 
information from discussions, debates and active 
participation. 

As a whole, this was an amazing opportunity for us 
to get first-hand experience of  what the UK Parliament 
really is and to gain an insight into what happens 
behind the scenes. The workshop helped strengthen 
our knowledge of  the UK electoral system and to 
relate what we learnt back to our studies. It was a very 
informative experience and something which we would 
recommend to others.

Discussing ideas with Jude Kelly

Mulberry Schools Trust 
welcomes  
Jude Kelly  
for Think-Ins
On Wednesday 5th 
December, Mulberry 
Schools Trust was delighted 
to welcome Jude Kelly for 
the first of three Mulberry 
Think-ins, aiming to 
generate, communicate 
and celebrate young 
people’s ideas and 
priorities for achieving a 
gender equal world. 

The focus of  the first event 
was the power of  shared 

values over what divides us, with 
the key questions: “What is it 
that makes us all human?” and 
“How do we champion this to 
build gender equality?” 

Mulberry Schools Trust 
schools nominated girls 
from Year 9, 10 and 12 to 
participate. Through the Think-
in, Jude Kelly sensitively led 
students in thought-provoking 
discussion and challenging 
activities. Students welcomed 

the opportunity for honest 
conversation and personal 
reflection around difficult gender-
related issues.  Jude reminded us 
that self-awareness, and self-love, 
are prerequisites for the change 
we all want. 

Mulberry Think-in 2 was held 
on Tuesday February 26th, with 
the key idea “Gender equality 
and racial equality cannot be 
separated”.  Jude Kelly was 
joined by Jessica Ihejetoh and 
Seyi Akiwowo and all three 
gave inspiring insights into the 
complexities of  intersectionality.  
Again, students from the three 
Mulberry Schools Trust schools 
took the opportunity for calm 
and thoughtful honesty about 
difficult issues, which they will 
be taking forward to the annual 
Youth Conference in March.  

Mulberry Schools Trust would 
like to thank Jude Kelly for her 
leadership of  these inspiring 
events. Think-in 3 will take place 
in July and will involve boys as 
well as girls.  

Naima Zaman and Nafeesah Muslimah 

www.mulberryschoolforgirls.org
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Mulberry School for Girls  
interviews Jude Kelly
Interview: Maisha Hussain, Avantika Laws, and Najama Maxamed Year 9

Three Year 9 students had the opportunity to 
interview Women of the World Festival founder 
Jude Kelly on her legacy in women’s issues and 
education. 

What inspired you to start a career in women’s equality 
and issues? 
I’d always describe myself  as interested in feminist issues and ideas. 
But the realisation came to me when at 14 when I was told by a 
teacher that a girl’s brains were less useful than a boy’s. Ever since 
then I’ve been driven to promote women’s strength and abilities.

 

What are your passions? 
I feel my biggest passion is wanting to encourage and allow 
women to realise there is so much they can achieve. The reality 
is, the majority of  culture and arts is created by men.  If  this idea 
keeps on repeating - that creativity is male - then it starts to affect 
everything else.

Which people inspired you?
My dad was a huge influence in my life as he always believed in me 
and my abilities. I’m also a huge admirer of  British theatre director 
Joan Littlewood who founded Theatre Royal in Stratford in 1953. 
She was an incredibly bold and tough person. Her inspiration for 
me stems from her insistence on giving women a voice, and not 
just being second-class citizens. 

Sleeping Beauty  
- Pantomime at the 
Theatre Royal
Review by 7E

 
On Thursday 10th January, the whole of Year 7 
went on a trip to the Theatre Royal Stratford 
East to watch a pantomime called Sleeping 
Beauty. It was amazing! 

We absolutely loved the colours, the lights and 
the setting. The details on the costumes were so 

intricate and beautiful. On them you could see lots of  
detail such as beads, buttons, jewellery and gloves. The 
creativity really stood out. The lighting and stage production 
was breath-taking, and it seemed like the actors were very 
prepared and professional. Our favourite part of  the play was 
when the Evil Fairy suddenly appeared and created a scary  

A glimpse of the breath-taking stage production

but amusing atmosphere. At that point the energy from the 
audience filled the whole theatre. 

Overall, Year 7 really enjoyed the production and we really 
recommend it. We’re looking forward to our next theatre trip!

Reain Pretha wins  
Short Story Competition
Congratulations to Reain Pretha in 9E who was 
awarded the Teen Prize at the East London 
Writeidea competition 2018. The Competition 
is part of the Writeidea Festival, Tower Hamlets 
Council’s unique free reading festival, which took 
place at the Ideas Store in Whitechapel. 

Reain’s short story titled ‘A Journey’ is a coming-
of-age narrative that explores questions around 
gender and identity. 

Here’s an extract of the opening lines: 

If you take a wander through my photo album 
you’ll find countless pictures of me dressing 
up in skirts and dresses. When people see 
those pictures now they say, “You were really 
breaking gender roles back then”. Things like 
that make me proud of my younger self.

www.mulberryschoolforgirls.org
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Year 9 commemorates 
Holocaust 
Memorial Day

It is hard to believe that less than 80 years ago,  
the Nazi Government of Germany deliberately  
and collectively murdered six million people 
because they were Jewish. In ancient times,  
the word Holocaust meant destruction or  
slaughter on a mass scale. Now, it is recognised  
as the deliberate persecution of Jews between  
the years of 1941-1945.

On Thursday 24th January a selected group of  history 
students visited Rich Mix in honour of  Holocaust 

Memorial Day. In collaboration with Tower Hamlets and UK 
Jewish Film, Rich Mix presented a series of  five short films 
to acknowledge the horrific events of  the Holocaust. This 
year’s theme was ‘Torn From Home’. We were encouraged to 
reflect on how the loss of  a safe place to call ‘home’ is part of  
the heart-breaking anguish faced by victims of  persecution 
and genocide. 

We were lucky to meet Marie Chantal Uwamahoro, a Tutsi 
survivor of  the genocide in Rwanda. The bloody history of  
Hutu and Tutsi conflict (two major groups in Rwanda) stained 
the 20th century. In just 100 days in 1994, approximately 
one million Tutsis and moderate Hutus were murdered. The 
genocide took place following decades of  tensions between 
Hutus and Tutsis and a recent history of  persecution of  and 

discrimination against Tutsis. Marie was very young when she  
experienced this horror. Once the Hutus had begun their mass 
slaughter of  Tutsis, danger was everywhere. For Marie, it came 
sooner than expected. One evening, when Marie’s cousins had 
come over to her house, they heard a knock at the door. It was 
the Hutus. Marie’s father was shot, as were her cousins and 
some of  her siblings. They died instantly. Although Marie was 
also shot, she, her mother, a brother and a sister miraculously 
survived. With the aid of  neighbours, they managed to survive  
a few more weeks of  the terrifying genocide. But as fear 
grew, her neighbours found it safer to leave Marie’s family be. 
Eventually, Marie’s uncle came with a higher military member 
who helped the family escape. Although her brother and sister 
were separated, they all came to London and were finally 
reunited. Their emotional wounds may never heal but we can 
undoubtedly respect their strength and courage.

One of  the films was called ‘Edek’, presented like a music 
video. This film expressed the story of  86 year old Janine 
Webber who would not be alive today if  not for a young man 
named Edek. After the Nazis killed her father, mother and then 
her brother, Janine was left alone. She described the emotional 
pain as something she had almost been relieved of, as it was 
a numbness. “Death had simply ceased to be extraordinary, 
with other family members either dying from disease or being 
transported to Belzec extermination camp. Death became 
commonplace.” Edek was the name of  the extraordinary hero 
who dug an underground bunker for Janine, her surviving aunt 
and uncle and 11 other Jews, where they lived for a year in poor 
conditions, with very little food and hygiene. When she was 11, 
her aunt decided that the only way to preserve her health was 
to leave. So at 11, Janine created a new identity as a Catholic 
girl and lived through the Nazi reign.

All these stories signify how lucky we are that we have 
adequate food, clean water, a shelter and family. It makes us 
appreciate the acceptance we have in society and acknowledge 
the smallest pleasures of  life. We should all feel grateful for 
how we have evolved as a community and respect even the 
smallest opportunities. 

Lamisa Worthy and Sumaiya Rahman

Listening to the speaker’s experiences 

www.mulberryschoolforgirls.org
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Hosted by the Queen Mary University of London School of 
Electronic Engineering and Computer Science, the First Lego 
League competition ‘Into Orbit’ on Saturday 26th January 
involved students from 26 schools, whose task was to design  
a Lego robot to complete a series of missions autonomously.  

Year 11 students Iffat, Naimah, Aisha, Nazmin and Yaseen prepared 
for the competition from October. The team had to build the robot 

from Lego and programme it to do a series of  complex challenges.On the 
competition day, they had only 2 minutes and 30 seconds to complete as many 
challenges and score as many points as possible. They were also judged on their 
robot design, their communication skills and teamwork and their presentations  
on research topics on the theme of  space. 

The team was awarded the Queen Mary University of  London trophy  
for their resilience, hard work and being an excellent model for other teams.  
Mulberry School for Girls is hoping to enter again next year.  

A tense moment during the series  
of challenges.

Mulberry welcomes  
Cambridge lecturer 
Dr Andrew Spencer
On Wednesday 30th January, Mulberry School 
for Girls had the pleasure of opening its library 
to Dr Andrew Spencer, Director of Studies 
in History from Murray Edwards College at 
Cambridge University. 

40 students from Year 11 and 12 were invited for a 
unique masterclass on applying to Oxbridge, as well 
as an insightful university-style lecture on ‘The Art of  
Kingship in Medieval England’. This was followed by a 
Q&A session to invite students to ask questions about 
the lecture and the application process for Oxbridge. This 
event marked the beginning of  an ongoing relationship 
that is developing between Mulberry School for Girls and 
Murray Edwards College.

Dr Andrew Spencer in the library with his audience.

Mulberry School for Girls  
wins at First Lego League!

Samira Ahmed 
inspires at the  
4th Annual Lecture
Samira Ahmed gave Mulberry Schools Trust’s 4th 
Annual Lecture at the Royal Society of Arts on 
Wednesday 13th February, entitled “The media 
and me”.  

She told an audience of  Mulberry students, staff, parents, 
Trustees and friends about how she had become 

interested in the news, the media and broadcasting, 
illustrating her story with her Star Trek and Disney role 
models. She passionately upheld the rights of  – and need  
for - women to play a visible and vocal part in the media 
industry and gave illustrations of  where this had had impact 
and where stereotyping still existed.  She showed us how the 
news media can be a force for good, and how they can get 
it wrong.  Samira’s passion, humour and belief  in Mulberry 
Schools Trust’s community was inspiring to us all.  

Samira Ahmed at the 4th Annual Lecture

www.mulberryschoolforgirls.org
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Magic Me: “Call me sacred, 
defiant, powerful…”
A group of eight Year 9 Mulberry students took 
part in the ten-week intergenerational arts project 
led by Magic Me and performed an interactive 
sharing of “In My Name” at the Mulberry and 
Bigland Green Centre on 15th March. 

Bringing together a group of  older London women  
and Mulberry students through conversation and  

weekly creative workshops, the project explored themes  
of  identity and definition, asking what names and labels 
mean to women today. Led by artists Sue Mayo and Mia  
Harris the group created ‘necklaces of  declaration’ displaying 
the words and phrases they wish to be called. Together with 
their necklaces, the group presented spoken word and text, 
created with guest artist D’bi Young Anitafrika.

Amarjeet, Anjum and Asia with their necklaces  
of decoration

Women of  the World 
at Southbank Centre
25 Year 10 and Year 12 students attended the ninth 
London Women of the World (WOW) Festival on 8th 
and 9th March at the Royal Festival Hall to consider 
what’s in store for the future of gender equality. 

The festival was founded by Jude Kelly, who also hosted 
this year’s WOW events. From the toughest realities 

many women and girls face every day, to the greatest 
triumphs, WOW presented stories and performances. 
Students heard from women helping us imagine  
an equal world – from those on the frontlines of  global 
movements to girls and young women changing our world 
for the better. Speakers and performers included Annie 

Lennox, Gina Miller, Julia Gillard, Sandi Toksvig, Munroe 
Bergdorf, Lily Allen, Margaret Busby and more.

Mulberry School for Girls played a special role in the Festival, 
as we have since its launch. A highlight was a performance of  
her poem ‘Real’, imagining a gender equal future, by Year 10 
student Maryam Naasir. 

Not only this, but Year 12 students Afnan Sayam and Iklas  
Ali-Bashi-Nur interviewed actor Maisie Williams about her 
experience of  playing strong female characters and of  being  
an entrepreneur in the tech industry.

Mulberry School for Girls was delighted to take part in the 
two-day event and agrees with Jude Kelly that “WOW festivals 
are an important space to explore the issues facing women and 
girls in everyday life”.

Arriving at the WOW FestivalOn the way to perform at WOW festival

www.mulberryschoolforgirls.org
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MSfG Sports Update
#FitFam Netball Coaching

Since last November, Mulberry students have 
been taking part in the #FitFam Netball Coaching 
Programme, run by Queen Mary University 
London. The University’s Netball Club players run 
weekly sessions at Mulberry every Thursday after 
school, which all Mulberry students are welcome 
to attend. 
It has been wonderful to see a range of  ages,  
from Year 7 to Year 13, taking part.The students 
are coached to play netball and there are also active 
lifestyle discussions about physical health and 
wellbeing.  
A netball tournament is planned for the end of  the 
Spring Term, in which all participating schools will 
get together for some exciting matches. 
 
MSfG Football Team

Congratulations to our football team who are 
off  to a flying start in the Mile End Borough 
Football Tournament. On Monday 19th March the 
team finished the day unbeaten in all their matches!

Members of MSfG Football Team 

Year 8 and Year 9 perform for  
National Theatre 
Connections
Mulberry Theatre Company are proud to present a 
brand new play called Variations by Katie Hims, as 
part of the National Theatre Connections Project, 
the nationwide celebration of new plays for young 
people. 

During the Wednesday afternoon enrichment programme, 
eleven Year 8 and Year 9 students began weekly 

rehearsals to stage the play under the direction of  Mulberry 
School Specialism member of  staff, Afsana Begum. The cast 
have been exploring the themes and narratives of  the play 
since November 2018. 

The company performed the play at the Mulberry and Bigland 
Green theatre in March 2019 to Mulberry students, staff, 
parents and guests. They also performed twice to great acclaim 
for Mulberry students attending other enrichment clubs. They 
will now continue to develop the performance, leading up to 
the Connections Festival in May when they will perform at 
Artsdepot in North Finchley. 

To book to see Mulberry Theatre Company perform Variations 
by Katie Hims on Wednesday 1st May at Artsdepot at 7pm, 
contact Box Office 020 8369 5454. Suitable for ages 11 plus. 

www.mulberryschoolforgirls.org
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Woman of  the month: Mary Wollstonecraft

Nusrath Chowdhury is Mulberry School for Girls’  
new columnist, who will be writing a piece each 
term that sheds light on women who have 
changed the course of history.  

Although the term ‘feminism’ did not develop until the 
twentieth century, Mary Wollstonecraft is often referred  
as ‘Britain’s First Feminist’. 

During the late eighteenth century, women had little 
protection under the law. This was due to gender inequality – 
women were expected to be submissive to their husbands and 
not to have an opinion in serious matters.  This was put into 
action until the passionate and bold Mary Wollstonecraft came 
along, causing a sensation through her declaration that both 
men and women were human beings with inalienable rights  
to life, liberty and the pursuit of  happiness.

I strongly believe that Mary Wollstonecraft has made a 
tremendous impact for women these days, especially as she 
fought for her country. Wollstonecraft called for women to  
be educated and to be loved and she insisted that women be 
free to vote and to enter and pursue professional careers. She 
has inspired me so much with her feminist activist approach, 
that I am awarding her Mulberry’s ‘Woman of  the Month’. 
This is due, not only to her political regime, but also because 
she speaks from the heart and takes action to ensure progress 
based on her own beliefs and values, thus abandoning the 
social conventions and taboos of  her time. 

Wollstonecraft dared to do what few other woman had  
done: she pursued a career as a full-time professional writer  
on serious matters, stating “I am then going to be the first  
of  a new genus”. This was a difficult thing to comprehend  
as, traditionally, women were only cherished for their domestic  
and sexual services, not their intellect or mind. She consistently 
said that rights for women would be their salvation. 

One of  the main things that I admire about Mary 
Wollstonecraft is that she is a prime example of  how one  
born into unfortunate circumstances can rise to great success. 
Despite being born into a financially constrained family and 
her inauspicious beginnings, she argued for women’s rights, 

eventually becoming a self-supporting human-rights activist. 
Without her contribution, it could be argued that we, as young 
women, may not have education. 

In her published and well-known work, ‘A Vindication of   
the Rights of  Women’, Wollstonecraft stated that natural rights 
are bestowed by God, thus should be enjoyed by both men and 
women. She argued that women were not inferior to men and 
the way to elevate their status in society was through allowing 
girls education, to be given the right to vote and to introduce 
laws that helped them, not just physically but also emotionally 
– a good example of  this would be divorce laws. Unlike some 
activists, Wollstonecraft did not solely focus on women, nor  
did she exclude anyone. 

Essentially, Wollstonecraft remains one of  my key role-
models because she recognises that women should be 
considered independent citizens, which to her, was only 
possible by the virtue of  education and other means. It is 
my strong conviction that we, the new generation of  young 
women, can appreciate the hardships that Wollstonecraft 
experienced and, like her, aspire to inspire.

Nusrath Chowdhury 

The Berry Bugle loves student writing! If  you would like to contribute to the next edition, please contact the editor:  
esmith@mulberryschoolstrust.org

Please direct enquiries to the editor:

Emma Smith
esmith@mulberryschoolstrust.org
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