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From 9th – 14th May, eight students in Year 10 
attended the Global Classrooms International Model 
United Nations Conference in New York. The students 
were Samia Chowdhury, Jabiah Yasmin, Zubeda 
Rahman, Khadijah Uddin, Yousra El-Meeyuf, Hanifa 
Hussain, Naimah Rashid, and Maryam Chowdhury.

The students were allocated Portugal as their delegate 
country. In the run up to the conference, they carried 

out extensive research on the country’s stance on major 
political and socio-economic issues, thoroughly immersing 
themselves in the diplomatic context of  the country. During 
the conference itself, they played the role of  UN ambassadors in 
a simulated diplomatic context, taking part in challenging debates 
with international delegates representing other countries and 
attempting to reach effective resolutions with other countries 
and groups of  countries. Our students played a key role in 
developing resolutions within their committees. 

Whilst in New York, students explored the city’s rich cultural 
and artistic life. Students visited key cultural and heritage sites 
including the Rockefeller Centre, the Statue of  Liberty, the 
Museum of  the American Indian, and a city bus tour.

All students were fantastic ambassadors for Mulberry, 
approaching a challenging trip with poise, determination and  
a positive attitude. 

Mulberry is the lead UK school for the United Nations Global 
Classrooms Project, and delivers one of  the most extensive 
Model United Nations Programmes in the country. The 
second of  our two annual conferences for London schools and 
international schools took place on 26th and 27th June.

MUN In NY

Our own fearless girls with the Fearless Girl statue on Wall Street

Students played a key role in the resolution processTaking a moment before debate starts to take ownership 
of the space
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Equality matters at MUN
On 26th and 27th June, Mulberry hosted London and UK state schools for the second of our two annual 
Model United Nations conferences. This year’s summer conference focused on the theme of equality 
for women and girls, drawing together key topics such as poverty, health, education and violence.

Within the MUN programme, 
students are able to learn about 

the structure and functions of  the 
United Nations through assuming the 
roles of  UN council members. Students 
are allocated to countries in advance, and 
are expected to spend considerable time 
researching their country’s stance on the 
conference topic. Students also undertake 
training on the processes and procedures 
of  UN committees. On the day of  the 
conference, students are required to engage 
in fast-paced, often intense debates with 
council members representing other 
countries. They must represent the opinions 

of  their allocated country, even if  these 
opinions do not align with their personal 
attitude towards the conference topic.

MUN provides a stimulating atmosphere 
in which students are challenged to hone 
their research, debate and presentation 
skills, and to thoroughly understand  
crucial aspects of  international politics  
and diplomacy. 

This year’s summer conference was an 
exciting, well organised and stimulating 
event, drawing together some of  the 
best young debaters in the UK. We were 
delighted to be joined for the first time by 
a delegation from Ansford Academy in 

Somerset, along with many other first-
time delegates from schools who have 
participated in MUN before. Students 
from Seven Kings School and Robert 
Clack School joined Mulberry students 
as committee Chairs, guiding the debate 
competently and professionally.

We thank all of  our delegates and  
their schools for joining us, and look 
forward to the next Global Classrooms 
London Model United Nations conference  
in winter 2018.

Read on for an account of  the Opening 
Ceremony by our Press Team.

Let the conference 
commence!
Mulberry School for Girls hosted the twenty-sixth 
Model United Nations conference, beginning with 
the opening ceremony on the 26th June.

Under Secretary Generals Taznin Chowdhury and Bisal 
Akram welcomed the delegates to the conference, 

introducing themselves and the Secretary General, Shazia 
Anjoom Zaman. Shazia, now in Year 12, began her MUN 
journey in Year 7 as a rapporteur, building her confidence and 
skills through several extra-curricular activities. Shazia gave 
an inspirational speech, touching on some of  the topics that 
were debated over the two days, emphasising women’s right 
to education. One particular line that stood out stated, ‘Every 
woman, every child and every nation’ should be given the right to 
education. She also went on to say, ‘If  not me, who? If  not now, 
when?’ emphasising  why MUN is essential and how important it 
is in setting the foundation for change. 

Ruth Smith, Associate Head Teacher of  Mulberry School for 
Girls, followed after Shazia’s speech, discussing her role in the 
school and the importance of  including male members in debates 
regarding woman’s equalities too. Guest speaker Jo Gooding, 
Head of  Development and Liaison for Girls’ Education in The 
Maiden Factor, spoke about her journey through working with 
various charities and travelling around the world and how she 
came to be a part of  The Maiden Factor. The Maiden Factor 
assists with effective solutions to enable girls to attend school 
and gain an education. 

With delegates in decorum, and tension running throughout 
the general assembly as excitement built, the opening ceremony 
was closed with Shazia officially declaring the 26th MUN 
conference open. 

Saima Tahsin Ahmed

The View  
From A Chair
We interviewed the chair of UNWOMEN 
MENA, Jubeda Choudhury, to understand 
why she participates in MUN and what it 
means to her.

�When�did�you�first�realise�you�wanted�to�be�involved�
in MUN?
We used to have loads of  debates in my secondary 
school, in lessons and amongst friends. So when my 
teacher suggested I take part in MUN and told me what  
it was about, I couldn’t wait. By the first training session, 
I was convinced MUN was definitely for me.
What is it like to be the chair of  a committee? 
It’s actually my first year as a chair. I’ve been a delegate 
for a couple of  years so thought I’d try being chair for 
once, and I’m actually really enjoying it. It really gives 
you the chance to listen to all the different opinions and 
observe the various personalities of  delegates. It’s also 
pretty fun saying decorum here and there!
How do you see women’s rights going forward?
It’s not something we can achieve overnight but it’s 
definitely something we are gradually working towards. 
It’s not impossible, far from it actually, it’s completely 
achievable and I have hope.
 How would you feel about being the Secretary or 
Director General in the future?
It’s an exciting thought, but I’d like to test out being  
the Chair for a couple of  years at least before getting 
there. I can imagine it to be a pretty hard job but one  
day perhaps!

Saima Tahsin Ahmed
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Asian Women of 
Achievement
On Wednesday 9th May, students in Years 10 
and 12 had the good fortune to be invited to the 
Asian Women of Achievement Awards, a Women 
of the Future initiative founded by British-Asian 
entrepreneur Pinky Lilani CBE. 

The Asian Women of Achievement Awards celebrate  
the achievements of women and girls of Asian 

heritage. Now taking place on an international scale, the 
Awards are a fantastic opportunity to platform inspiring 
women of colour. For our students, the Awards are a one-of-
a-kind networking opportunity, and a chance to meet women 
achieving incredible things in every field, from arts to science, 
business to technology.

Sadia Rahman and Sumaya Begum in Year 12, and Ishitha 
Islam and Arwa Guudle in Year 10, were joined for the  
evening by Year 12 students from Green Spring Academy 
Shoreditch. Students were treated to a three course meal at the 
stunning London Hilton Hotel on Park Lane, before watching 
the awards ceremony and spending the evening networking.

We would like to thank our friends at Women of the Future 
for their continual support, and for providing so many  
wonderful opportunities for our students to learn and grow.

Students were also able to attend the Women of the Future 
Ambassadors’ Reception on 10th May, where they met and 
networked with an incredible range of inspiring female role 
models, including our own alumnus Fatima Begum Zaman,  
now working for the Kofi Annan Foundation. We were also 
very grateful to be invited to the Chelsea Flower Show by 
Women of the Future.

Students at the Ambassadors Reception with Fatima 
Begum Zaman (left)

Students at the Awards

Presenting Jude with her balloons at the leaving party

Hey Jude!
On 22nd May, we were delighted to be invited 
to Jude Kelly’s leaving party at the Southbank 
Centre. Jude has been the Artistic Director of the 
Southbank Centre since 2006, and in that time 
she has led pioneering work in the inclusion and 
empowerment of women and girls, most notably 
by founding WOW Festival: a festival to celebrate 
the lives and achievements of women and girls, 
which now takes place all over the world. 

Jude has been a friend to Mulberry since WOW was 
founded, and has always taken every step to platform 

our students and amplify their voices. A visionary leader and 
creative talent with unparalleled strategic vision, she is also an 
attentive listener who treats all those she meets with the utmost 
empathy. She has listened to our students, made space for them, 
worked behind the scenes to ensure their voices are heard, and 
involved them in the most incredible learning experiences through 
WOW and the Southbank schools programme. 

We are sad to see Jude leave the Southbank Centre, but we know 
that she will go on to achieve even more great things, and we will 
always treasure our friendship with her.

In true Mulberry style, we could not resist bringing a token of  
our appreciation with us to the party, and so students turned up 
carrying bespoke balloons which say ‘Mulberry loves Jude’ – as 
indeed we do!
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Partnership of Equals
On Friday 12th October, Mulberry Schools Trust is proud to be bringing 
together 400 young people from schools across London and the UK for 
the inaugural Partnership of Equals conference, exploring how we as a 
society can work together towards gender equality. 

Young people represent a powerful 
force for good in our society. 

Corridors and classrooms all over the 
country�are�filled�with�aspiring�leaders�
ready to build a fairer world, from 
artists to CEOs, dancers to activists, 
professors to politicians. This energy 
and potential exists in all young people 
of  all genders. Yet, in the world beyond 
school, not all young people are given 
an equal chance to fulfil their potential. 
It remains overwhelmingly the case that 
women and girls lag behind men and boys 
in their access to fairly paid employment 
and their representation in leadership. 
In turn, young men are too often denied 
opportunities to express their emotions 
and explore their sensitivity. 

Designed in collaboration with students 
at Mulberry, Partnership of  Equals aims 
to provide a space in which young people 
can come together to discuss how we can 
achieve gender equality, and ensure truly 
inclusive equality which meets the needs 
and honours the experiences of  all people. 
Students will experience innovative work 
in the creative arts, and will use the arts 
as a springboard from which to launch 
a critical exploration of  complex issues 
including gender and self-esteem, power 
and inclusivity. Together, delegates and 
speakers will have honest and empowering 
conversations about the complex issues 
surrounding the fight for true gender 
equality, and the challenges that lie ahead. 

The conference will include talks, 
discussions, presentations and 
performances, and will specifically focus 
on dance as a medium for exploring 
gender equality, and on Shakespeare in 
performance. We will be joined by leading 
artists in these fields to help students 
unlock and consider the challenges and 
opportunities for developing a true 
partnership of  equals in these disciplines 
and in wider society. 

The conference takes place in the 
Queen Elizabeth II conference centre 
in Westminster. Confirmed speakers for 
Partnership of  Equals include former 
Artistic Director of  the Southbank 
Centre Jude Kelly, Choreographer 

Shobana Jeyasingh, former Artistic 
Director of  the Young Vic David Lan, 
and actor Jade Anouka, with more 
speakers and panellists to be announced 
in the near future.

On Friday 9th June, teachers and 
students from across the UK came 
together at the Mulberry and Bigland 
Green Centre for a pre-conference 
training event. Students and teachers 
listened to a keynote speech by Kat 
Banyard, founder and director of  
UKFeminista, about gender inequality in 
schools, and why young people should 
lead the way in building a gender equal 
future. The speech was followed by 
a Q&A, in which so many students 
made thoughtful contributions, opening 
up a powerful dialogue about gender, 

stereotyping, discrimination, inclusivity 
and the commitment to building a fairer 
future that many young people share. 

In the afternoon, students attended 
spoken word poetry workshops with 
five professional spoken word artists: 
Emma Joliffe, Kat Francois, Vanessa 
Kisuule, Yomi Sode and David Neita. 
Students worked with artists to begin 
developing poetry and creative writing for 
an anthology which will be handed out at 
the conference in October. Called ‘Letters 
To Our Daughters’, the anthology will 
explore students’ messages of  hope for 
the next generation, and the gender equal 
world they hope to see.

Whilst students were in their anthology 
workshops, teachers were led in a bespoke 
training session on preparing students 
to get the most out of  the conference. 
Mulberry staff  provided teachers with 
a set of  classroom resources to teach 
students about gender equality, dance 
and Shakespeare, along with a special 
session on networking: teachers will take 
these resources back to their own schools 
and work through them with students 
attending the conference.

The 9th June was a fantastic start to 
Partnership of  Equals. Students and 
teachers left the MBGC at the end of  
the day buzzing with excitement. We’d 
like to thank our friends and colleagues 
at Green Spring Academy Shoreditch for 
their continued collaboration, support 
and advice, and we look forward to 
bringing the Partnership of  Equals 
network together again at the conference 
in October.

Prefects Ruwsan Abdulmajeed and 
Ruhaniyah Abedin host the launch 
event for Partnership of Equals

Students listening to Kat Banyard’s keynote speech



www.mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk l 5

Graduation
In the last few weeks, Mulberry staff and students have been 
very proud to see our Year 9, 11 and 13 students graduate. 

Year�9�graduated�from�Key�Stage�3�and�embarked�on�the�first�steps�
of  their journey to GCSE and beyond. Year 11 graduated from 

the Lower School. Many of  them will remain with us for sixth form, and 
we look forward to helping them deepen their love of  learning at Further 
Education level. Sixth Form is a challenging but rewarding time, full of  
exciting personal discovery and growth. We are pleased to be able to support 
so many of  our Year 11s at this special time in their education. Some of  
our Year 11s are leaving us for pastures new: although we are sorry to say 
goodbye to them, we know they will go on to achieve great things, and we 
look forward to hearing about their adventures. There will always be a warm 
welcome for them at Mulberry UTC. 

It is with great pride that we say goodbye to our Year 13s as they go 
off  to start new journeys in University and the world of  work. Their 
destinations are as many and varied as the girls themselves, and reflect the 
breadth of  their ambition and the depth of  their determination. The event 
was organised and hosted by a dedicated team of  Year 13 prefects. Form 
tutors and Heads of  Year reflected on the girls’ courage, determination and 
perseverance as they’ve dealt with the challenges of  sixth form studies. A 
picture emerged of  a year group who are kind, caring and who never give 
up hope. 

At many points in the ceremony, students were reminded that ‘once a 
Mulberry girl, always a Mulberry girl’. We hope that our Year 13s will bear 
that message in mind as they step into their futures. In her final address to 
Year 11, Dr Ogden told them ‘If  you need us and you call on us, we will be 
there… We will have your back’.

UK Deputy 
High 
Commissioner  
to Bangladesh 
visits us
On 4th June, we received a visit 
from Kanbar Hossein Bor, UK Deputy 
High Commissioner to Bangladesh, 
who spoke to our Year 10 and Year 
12 students about his career and his 
involvement with the Home Office’s 
Britain Helps campaign. Britain Helps 
focuses on life-saving interventions to 
help people abroad during times of 
conflict and crisis. 

The Deputy High Commissioner spoke 
to students about the crucial role 

international diplomacy plays in building 
international partnerships, helping the 
marginalised, and working towards a 
fairer and safer world. Students, many of  
whom are aspiring diplomats and politicians, 
were able to ask questions about the Deputy 
Commissioner’s career, and his perspective on 
the most important challenges and priorities 
for the international community and for British 
diplomacy in the next few years. 

We would like to thank Kanbar Hossein for 
spending time with us, and for engaging with our 
students so openly, honestly and intelligently.

Deputy High Commissioner to Bangladesh, 
Kanbar Hossein, addresses students in  
the library

Former Deputy Head Girl Nisha delivers a powerful speech thanking 
staff for their support

Once a Mulberry girl, always a Mulberry 
girl. So go ahead today, knowing that 
you join a sisterhood of alumni and use 
this first important stage as a platform 
for an even brighter future.
– Dr Vanessa Ogden
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Barbican Young Songwriters  
18th March

Nayla Chouaib (8Ra) was part of  a select group of  young 
composers to work regularly with mentors from the 

Barbican/Guildhall to compose a piece for the Barbican 
Young Songwriters project, held at Silk Street Concert Hall. 
Here’s what Nayla had to say about her piece:

‘My piece is called Di Fronte (it’s Italian for ‘opposite’). I chose 
to name my piece this because it has a lot of  contrast between 
the sections - in dynamics, tempo and key. During the piece all 
players get turns to improvise. Overall, the piece is deceivingly 
sweet, but turns dramatic. This is my first ever “proper, proper, 
proper’’ piece which took inspiration from classical music.’

Nayla’s piece was performed on stage by herself  on piano, 
as well as a cellist and clarinettist. Being one of  the youngest 
composers in the group (most were doing their A-levels!)  
Nayla’s achievement is particularly impressive.

THAMES Battle of the Bands  
22nd March

The ‘Natural Disasters’ performed at this year’s THAMES 
Battle of  the bands held at Morpeth School. The band 

was made up of  Year 9 pupils and played ‘Numb’ by Linkin 
Park. 

RESTORE THE MUSIC Steinway 
Piano Masterclass  
19th April

5 Mulberry pianists were invited to attend an annual 
masterclass held at the world-famous Steinway Hall in 

Bond Street. Steinway is often referred to as the ‘Ferrari’ 
of  pianos, with most concert halls in the world having a 
Steinway as their concert piano of  choice. The girls tried out 
various luxury pianos (including one worth £300,000!) before 
then participating in the workshop led by a professional concert 
pianist. A special mention must go to Fahima (11B) and Nayla 
(8Ra) who both performed solos.

Barbican Box  
14th May

The Key Stage 3 Band graced the stage of  the famous 
Barbican Hall to participate in this year’s Barbican Box 

event, curated this year by pianist/composer Max Richter. 
Pupils had workshops led by a professor at the Guildhall School 
of  Music & Drama leading up to the performance, which saw the 
world premiere of  their original piece. Using various instruments 
and stimuli provided in the Barbican Box (including a drum 
machine and a crackle box), the girls created a piece around the 
theme of  ‘reflections’. Congratulations to all Year 8 and 9 girls 
involved for committing to the project and composing such an 
original piece that really stood out on the night.

Other summer music highlights: 
4th July   12 Year 7/8 woodwind + brass players in  

the THAMES Concert Band performance at  
the THAMES Summer Concert held at Queen 
Mary University.

5th July   RESTORE THE MUSIC Battle of  the Bands  
– The Natural Disasters return to the stage!

17th July  PSHEe Year 7 ‘Summer Sing’ involving every  
Year 7 pupil in a choir.

Young Songwriters in action Battle of the Bands

Barbican Box

Students at Steinway masterclass



Year 7 have been learning the Art of  needle felting in an 
afterschool club taught by Ms Stark. Students have learned to 
sculpt British birds from woollen fibres with specialist needle 
felting tools. 

Sumaia Rahman, Sneha Mojumder and Surraya Ali of  7M 
created a PowerPoint and presented their work and skills they 
have learned in a Year 7 assembly.

This is an ongoing project in which students are continuing to 
develop their skills and hope to exhibit an array of  ‘Needle felted 
British Birds’ in the Autumn term.
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Year 7 Artists Get Creative
7M and 7E have been working with Haidee Drew, 
Artist, Designer, Maker and Educator, to explore 
abstract art.

Inspired by Brutalist Architecture, students began by 
making card sculptures exploring form and shape.

Students developed sculptural moulds and learned to create a 
cast using Jesmonite. Their final pieces showcase experiments 
with surface, texture & colour.

Practising moulding techniques Using sculptural moulds in the workshop

Experimenting with colourThank you to Haidee Drew for these opportunities!

A felted robin made by 
a student in Year 7

One of the final pieces

Students working together on their birds

Practising felting techniques



Feminist Fridays
This year, our weekly feminist society Feminist 
Fridays has reached new levels of success. Under 
the directorship of Extended Learning team 
member and Mulberry alumna Zahra Sarwar, 
membership of Feminist Fridays has trebled across 
the year, including welcoming several Year 9 
students who are leading awareness about 
gender equality amongst younger year groups. 

Feminist Fridays sessions include a stimulating mix 
of  discussion sessions, workshops led by staff, and 

interactive sessions led by external organisations. The 
group have worked with eating disorders charity Beat on 
awareness of  eating disorders and how to help friends who 
are struggling; have had a fantastic session on refugee rights 
with Amnesty International; and have had two sessions with 
our school counsellor, Sasha Price, on mental wellbeing and 
art therapy. In their self-directed discussions, Feminist Fridays 
have covered topics ranging from healthy relationships to 
career success, intersectionality to body positivity. 

This year, Feminist Fridays have led some brilliant campaigns. 
The group led a campaign at our annual Feminist Fair to raise 
awareness of  period poverty both globally and in the UK. They 
handed out information sheets explaining how many young 

people around the world skip school – or, often in developing 
countries, stop going to school altogether – as a result of  not 
having access to basic sanitary products when menstruating. 
They also ran an interactive game. The money raised from this 
game was used to buy a box of  free sanitary resources for young 
people in need.

Feminist Fridays also ran a successful session on LGBTQ 
inclusion, and took part in PSHE assemblies about Pride and 
anti-bullying. The group have done fantastic work this year to be 
advocates for every student’s right to be heard and understood. 

Feminist Fridays is open to students in Years 9-13, and meets 
on Friday lunchtimes in F01. 

Some of Feminist Fridays in action at the Feminist Fair  
in March
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Green Spring Academy 
Shoreditch consulting on 
proposal to formally join  
the Mulberry Schools Trust
Green Spring Education Trust (“GSET”) and Mulberry 
Schools Trust (“MST”), two long standing providers 
of education in Tower Hamlets, are delighted to 
announce that, after a period of consultation with 
stakeholders, they have decided that Green Spring 
Academy Shoreditch will formally join the MST 
family of schools.

Jane Earl, Chair of  GSET said: “Our vision is to 
support students to achieve their absolute best 

whatever their ability or background and to offer our staff  
opportunities to develop and grow professionally. We 
believe we can do this most effectively by joining forces 
with MST – an outstanding educational provider within 
our local community with similar values and aspirations. 
We look forward to working alongside our students, 
parents/carers, staff  and the entire GSAS community to 
develop�an�important�and�significant�place�within�MST�–�
for�the�benefit�of �all.”

GSET and MST have established a successful, collaborative 
relationship during the past year, providing high quality 
educational experiences and achievements for students at 
GSAS and Mulberry.

GSAS and Mulberry School for Girls (“MSfG”), the lead 
school in the MST, collectively serve diverse and culturally 
rich communities within Tower Hamlets and many families 
are shared between them. GSET’s values, ethos and vision 
of  education are fully aligned with MST’s and this match is a 
key driver in the development of  their existing partnership. 
Jane Farrell, Chair of  MST said: “We are very pleased to 
be working with GSET to further develop our relationship. 
We have exciting plans in place for MST and we want all our 
stakeholders to benefit. We would welcome the opportunity 
for GSAS to play a significant and distinctive role within the 
MST family and in our future work. We want to reassure 
parents/carers, staff  and the wider community that each 
school within MST has its own distinctive character and 
identity, all offering an outstanding education to every child in 
its care.”

As GSAS joins the MST family of  schools, all staff  will 
be offered opportunities to develop professionally through 
involvement in MST’s Teaching School. Staff  will be able to 
share in the wider work of  MST and make a contribution to 
school improvement at regional and national level. 

Dr Vanessa Ogden, CEO of  MST said: “We are delighted 
to welcome GSAS into the MST family of  schools. The 
academy’s dedication, professionalism and care for students 
and parents/carers continually impresses everyone who visits. 
The priority now is to ensure that GSAS continues to focus on 
every student reaching their full potential and achieving their 
best. We look forward to keeping everyone informed of  the 
exciting opportunities ahead and innovative projects that are 
currently being developed.”



Rightful Place bring you Mano’s
This summer, our own Rightful Place Theatre 
Company premiered a new play, Mano’s, at the 
Mulberry & Bigland Green Centre theatre from 
Thursday 28 to Saturday 30 June 2018. Rightful Place 
are an all-female community theatre group, and 
Mano’s is their first full-length professional production. 

The ideas, concepts 
and characters for the 

new play were developed 
in conversation with the 
playwright Guleraana Mir, 
resulting in a thrilling and 
turbulent tale set in East 
London’s only all-female 
garage. The cast of  eleven 

community actors, which includes Mulberry alumni, 
parents, and staff, have been working collaboratively with a 
professional creative team led by Director Mina Barber to 
bring the story to life. 

The first two performances were followed by a short  
post-show discussion with some of  the cast and creative team 
after the Friday and Saturday evening performances. Following 
on from the huge success of  the initial performance, Mano’s  
will be performed again at Rich Mix in Bethnal Green later  
in the summer. Mano’s will be performed as part of  the 
Takeover Festival at Rich Mix on 28th July (Venue 1 at 7pm). 
Students and local residents can apply for free tickets if  they 
email Margot.przymierska@richmix.org.uk

Huge congratulations to Rightful Place on a fantastic 
production. 

Year 9 explore 
History in Belgium
During the summer term, 86 Year 9 students went  
to Ypres in Belgium on the Battlefields trip. 

Students were able to visit several museums and took 
part in different activities, which showed them the 

experiences of  soldiers during World War One. In the 
photo, eight students were selected to be wreath holders on 
behalf  of  the school at the Menin Gate, where we paid our 
respects to the fallen soldiers. All students on the trip were 
fantastic ambassadors for our school. 

A new play for the 
Edinburgh Festival
In August 2018, 15 Mulberry students and 3 students 
from Mulberry UTC will be taking a brand new  
play to the Edinburgh Festival, the world’s largest 
Arts festival. 

Called Cry God for Harry, England and St George!, 
the play follows a group of  East London teenagers 

as they stage an all-female production of  Shakespeare’s 
Henry V. The play has been created by Mulberry students 
and staff. Students are performing a variety of  roles, including 
acting, production, technical support and catering, and will be 
in Edinburgh for ten days, performing eight times. While in 
Scotland, they will spend time marketing their show, and seeing 
the sights of  the city, as well as experiencing all the different 
performances that the festival has to offer. Following the run in 

Edinburgh, the play 
will also be performed 
in the London’s  
West End for one 
night only!

Students preparing to lay wreaths in remembrance

Cry God for Harry, 
England and St 
GeorgeStudents visiting a World War One heritage site Students in rehearsal 
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What’s happening on Wednesdays
At Mulberry School for Girls we aim to offer 
an education that is both academically and 
personally enriching. We have the very highest 
aspirations for all our pupils and want pupils to 
develop as independent learners, with strong 
study habits, who are curious about the world.

We recognize that, with the increase in academic 
standards in GCSE and A level qualifications and 

specifications that are assessed only by examinations, there 
is a need for pupils to develop independent study habits and 
skills that mean they feel confident in doing more extensive 
independent study and homework to prepare. A big factor 
in achieving this is by encouraging a well-balanced approach 
to academic study and engagement with a range of  enriching 
cultural, arts and sporting activities, providing the skills and 
experiences which will thoroughly prepare them for their 
adult lives. 

We also know that pupils benefit significantly from intensive 
targeted help in their independent study led by members of  
staff. We have seen this in the ‘Prep’ offer we have made for 
pupils who struggle to complete homework independently. 
Our Progress scores for pupils who experience disadvantage 
are in the top 3% of  schools nationally – and for all pupils, 
progress is in the top 7% of  schools nationally. This bears out 
our approach to intensive, personalized feedback and support.

With this in mind, from September 2018 we will be 
reconfiguring the school day on Wednesdays so that we are 
able to build time into the school week for pupils to engage in 
high quality independent learning and an exciting curriculum 
enrichment programme, as well as a study centre to support 
pupils who struggle with homework.  

From 3rd September 2018, formal teaching on 
Wednesdays�will�finish�at�1.05pm,�at�which�time,�lunch�
will be available. All pupils will be able to leave the 
school site at 1.30pm, unless we require them to be 

Question:  How will this affect the subjects my daughter 
studies and the amount of time allocated to her 
subject lessons?

Answer:  On Wednesdays there will still be six subject lessons. 
However they will be shortened by 10 minutes. On 
Wednesdays, there will be no registration so the day 
will start at 8.45am with the first subject lesson of   
the day. So, punctuality to school is very important  
as always. The change to Wednesdays will have no 
impact on the number of  subjects your daughter will 
be studying.

Question:  What should my daughter be doing at home on 
Wednesday afternoons?

Answer:   Please make sure you indicate on the reply slip that 
you would like your daughter to stay at school for 
independent supervised study or sign up to one of  the 
activities on offer. If  you are particularly concerned 
about you daughter being at home, please speak with 
your Head of  Year to discuss in more detail.

Question:  I am not home during the day and don’t want to 
leave my young daughter home alone.

Answer:  For Year 7 and 8 pupils. There will be a supervised 
study space and clubs until 3.30pm. Please make sure 
you indicate on the reply slip that you would like your 
daughter to stay at school.

  For Year 9, 10 and 11 pupils, they should be working 
on their independent learning, as directed by their 
teachers, at home. Heads of  Year and teachers 
may also invite pupils they feel would benefit from 
supervised independent study in school.  Heads of  
Year will make contact with you to discuss this. There 
will also be a range of  clubs and activities that your 
daughter can sign up to participate in. If  you are 
particularly concerned about your daughter being at 
home, please speak with your Head of  Year to discuss 
in more detail.

Question:  What will teachers be doing on Wednesday 
afternoons?

Answer:   Teachers will be at school focusing on high quality 
marking, feedback and assessment so that your 
daughter is provided with a range of  personalised 
advice and strategies on how to improve in her 
learning. This may take the form of  written, verbal and 
audio feedback. Teachers are working hard to make 
sure that the feedback they give your daughter is varied 
and has high impact on their learning and progress. 
Sometimes, teachers may arrange an appointment for 
your daughter to come into school on a Wednesday 
afternoon to receive one-to-one or small group 
personalised feedback. You will always be contacted  
in advance if  this is the case.

Frequently Asked Questions 



involved in further activities on site – such as targeted 
support, sport, culture, arts and other enrichment – or 
unless you wish your child to remain on site in the  
Study Centre.

For all pupils, academic study and independent learning 
will be available on our new Virtual Learning Environment 
that can be accessed from anywhere online. On Wednesday 
afternoons your daughter will be able to focus on structured 
self-study and home learning as directed by her teachers 
which will include the use of  the school’s Virtual Learning 
Environment (digital learning resources) designed by the 
school to help extend and deepen her learning. For some 
pupils, we will expect those children to remain on site with  
us until no later than 3.30pm to carry out targeted study 
support. We will identify those children in September and  
we will contact you to meet with you if  your child is one of  
this group.

For all pupils, we have developed on Wednesday afternoons, 
a programme of  enriching cultural opportunities including 
sports and arts activities. The full autumn Programme was 
shared with pupils and parents in July and pupils opted  
for either: 
a) Return home for independent study 
b) Stay in school for supervised independent study 
c) Sign up for an activity.

For Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday the school 
day will end at 3.30pm as usual. There are no changes 
to learning on these days. Other clubs and enrichment 
activities after school will also run in the usual way.

Question:  How will I know if my daughter should be at home 
or in school on a Wednesday afternoon?

Answer:  Your daughter should be at home on Wednesday 
afternoons unless they have been enrolled for 
supervised study or an enrichment activity. They will 
be dismissed from school no later than 1.30pm. You 
will always receive advanced confirmation from the 
school if  your daughter needs to be in school.

  If  you believe your daughter should be at home but 
hasn’t arrived, please call main reception. Similarly, if  
your daughter has signed up for a Wednesday activity 
and is not present, we will be keeping registers and will 
contact you quickly to discuss.

Question: What about lunch?
Answer:  A range of  hot and cold lunch choices will be available 

between 1.05pm and 1.30pm. Your daughter can eat 
before she leaves/attends an afternoon activity or she 
may take it away to eat later when she returns home.

Question:  I still have a few questions about Wednesday 
afternoons. What should I do?

Answer:  Please contact your daughter’s Senior Leadership 
Team link in the first instance.

Question:  What will be the enrichment offer and how will  
this work?

Answer:  Your daughter will have received information on all 
the summer programmes on let for the autumn term 
along with a sign-up form. If  she wishes to take part  

in any of  these activities, she must state her first, 
second and third preference. By signing up for an 
activity, it is expected that your daughter will attend 
every session that term. You will need to sign the form 
to confirm that you support your daughter’s choices. 
We will then collate this information and confirm 
with you and your daughter the activities she has been 
enrolled on for September. 

Question:  What impact will this change have on my 
daughter’s academic success?

Answer:  We are making this change to Wednesday afternoons 
in order to further improve your daughter’s academic 
success: new GCSEs and A levels have a lot more 
subject knowledge to learn and most qualifications 
are assessed by an end of  course examination. By 
providing Wednesday afternoons for pupils to work 
on independent learning, using the resources on the 
VLE, your daughter will deepen her learning. We also 
recognise that exams can be stressful, so we want to 
help your daughter have a healthy, balanced life. The 
activities on Wednesday afternoons will be culturally 
enriching. On Wednesday afternoons, teachers will be 
creating high quality, personalised feedback for your 
daughter to further enhance her learning and progress. 
We also know pupils who achieve highly in exams have 
developed mature study habits and actively engage in 
wider reading and research. Wednesday afternoons 
provides a time for all pupils to develop these 
important skills for study and for adult life.
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The Berry Bugle loves student writing! If  you would like to contribute to the next edition, please contact the editor:  
hgreen@mulberryschoolstrust.org

Please direct enquiries to the editor:

Holly Green
hgreen@mulberryschoolstrust.org
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Are you an aspiring journalist?
The Berry Bugle welcomes writing from students in 
all year groups. Whether you’d like to write a regular 
column or series of articles, tell us about a trip you’ve 
been on, share your creative writing or write an 
opinion piece on something you’re passionate about, 
we’d love to feature your original work. If you have 

something you’d like to submit for publication, please 
email Holly Green at hgreen@mulberryschoolstrust.org 

If you want to discuss an idea, or need some 
help getting started on your article, you can visit the 
Women’s Education Office at break time or lunch time 
to find out more!’

The Hawaii Eruption
As you may know there has been a huge volcanic 
eruption in Hawaii which has left many people’s 
homes and lives devastated, and killed a number 
of residents. The Hawaiian volcano is a type of 
volcano called a “Shield Volcano”. 

The Hawaiian volcanoes are the biggest mountain range 
on Earth. They formed under the sea over a still hot 

spot�in�the�middle�of �the�Pacific�Plate.�The�tops�of �some�
of  the mountains project above the ocean’s surface forming 
the Hawaiian Islands. The state of  Hawaii consists of  
eight main islands and an archipelago that stretches 1600 
miles in length.

I personally experienced the sheer ferociousness of  volcanoes 
in May half  term as I climbed and looked in the crater of  the 
guilty volcano Vesuvius (see photo). Mount Vesuvuis destroyed 
the city of  Pompeii and the village of  Herculanium in Italy 
in 79AD. During my visit, I realised that the bodies were 
preserved differently at the two sites, Pompeii being in casts and 
Heculanium being skeletons. I discovered that this was because 
the volcano had emitted a pyroclastic current (which is a type 
of  really hot volcanic gas cloud that is over 400 degrees Celsius: 
this is 4 times hotter than boiling water). Herculanium is closer 
to Vesuvius than Pompeii. Herculanium is just at the base of  
the volcano so when the village was hit by the gas cloud, it was 
at its hottest, and so left the dead as skeletons . By the time the 
current reached Pompeii, 10.3 km (5 miles) from the volcano, the 
pyroclastic gas had cooled (but it was still really hot; too hot to 
survive) so preserved the bodies as ashy casts.

At both Pompeii and Herculanium, you can really see what 
life was like in 79AD. The houses and shops are still really well 
preserved: I saw preserved bread rolls, olives and other food 
items, and you can even see the original artwork painted on the 
walls. From the moment that the gas cloud hit, time stood still in 
Pompeii and Herculanium.

The experts say that this composite volcano (Vesuvius) is 
currently active… Vesuvius last erupted in 1944. 

With all our new technology, we have been able to learn 
lots about volcanoes from Mount Vesuvius and many lessons 
have been learnt, some of  which have saved lives in Hawaii. 
Let’s hope that such a disaster on the scale of  Pompeii and 
Herculanium will never happen again. 

Lana Mulholland, Travel Correspondent 


