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Good Morning, Mr President!
On Saturday 23rd April, five of our Year 12 and 13 
students had the privilege of attending a Town 
Hall meeting with the President of the United 
States, Barack Obama. 

The Town Hall meeting was part of  the President’s 
latest visit to the UK, during which he urged UK voters 

to vote for Britain to remain a member of  the EU. During 
the Town Hall meeting, President Obama spoke with young 
people from schools, colleges and youth groups across London. 
He addressed topics including Brexit, the Black Lives Matter 
movement, civil rights and recent challenges to LGBT rights 
in North Carolina. Promee Reza, Nusrath Hassan, Muslima 
Sheikh, Liz Todd and Anisa Khalique attended the meeting on 
Saturday, and took part in several media interviews afterwards 
with representatives from the national press. This was a fantastic 
opportunity for our students to be part of  one of  the most 
exciting political moments in recent history, as President Obama 
prepares to finish his final term in office, the USA prepares to 
vote for a new President, and the UK negotiates an important 
decision about the European Union – a decision which may 
affect our historic special relationship with the US. Our invitation 
to the Town Hall meeting follows on from our growing 
relationship with the White House. In the wake of  our 2015 
visit to discuss girls’ rights with Michelle Obama at the White 
House, we are now working in partnership with Mrs Obama’s 
girls’ education campaign, Let Girls Learn. Mulberry will take the 
work of  the campaign forward in the UK.

Quotes from students:
“He was an absolutely fantastic orator. I was struck by 

his ability to make me – only one person in an audience 
of  over 500 people – feel like his messages were all things 
I could apply to myself. I was really interested in how he 

spoke about starting conversations with people who 
would normally disagree with you, and trying to make 
compromises in order to create effective and long-lasting 
change. This was something I had failed to consider in 
many of  my own past attempts to advocate for social 
change. For that lesson, I am very thankful.” 
 – Anisa Khalique, Year 12 Student

“Meeting Barack Obama, the leader of  the free world, was 
inspiring. As an aspiring lawyer and a student who is engaged 
in public speaking, Obama’s fantastic skills as an orator were 
amazing to witness. He is one of  the best public speakers 
of  our lifetime. Not only is he a great speaker, but he was so 
charismatic, easily engaging an audience of  over 500 students 
and young leaders. I was particularly inspired by Obama’s 
emphasis on the need to strive for a stronger, better future. 
He said that we as young people, the future leaders of  the 
world, not only need to believe in the right thing, but to fight 
for it. We need to speak out and be active. That way, our 
future will be stronger and better.” 
 – Nusrath Hassan, Year 13 Student

“The moment he walked on to the stage, I was in awe: the 
leader of  the free world was there, only a few metres away 
from me! Then he started talking… I was starstruck. One 
thing that stood out to me was his integrity. His ability to take 
on every single question and give an honest and reasonable 
answer was inspiring to me. I was left with hope: hope that 
the 500 students in the audience that day will be the game-
changers of  tomorrow. The very idea that we had all come 
together to talk about the concerning issues facing the world 

Students after the meeting

Students listen to Obama’s speech

Continued overleaf
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Mayoral candidates square up at the  
Copperbox for London Citizens Debate
Mulberry School Council is 
supported by London Citizens 
of Citizens UK. London Citizens 
organise and campaign on 
behalf of Londoners, ensuring 
that all of the city’s residents 
have fair political representation 
and are empowered and 
enabled to make their voices 
heard in the political arena, both 
locally and nationally. 

In April, London was in the final 
stages of  one of  the most intense 

competitions for political leadership 
this year: the election of  the new 
London Mayor. On Thursday 28th April, 
mere days before the final vote, Mulberry 
School Council and other students 
from Years 7, 8, 9 and 10 were invited 
to a debate at the Copperbox Arena in 
Stratford’s Olympic Park. The debate 

was between the Conservative candidate 
Zac Goldsmith and the Labour candidate 
Sadiq Khan, who had emerged by that 
point as the final two contenders. 

The candidates were asked to pledge 
their support for certain core demands 
drawn up by London Citizens after 
months of  consulting with different 
groups of  London residents. Demands 
included a mandatory percentage of  social 
housing to be included in all new property 
developments; and working faster to grant 
citizenship and other core rights to London 
residents who had been born overseas but 
raised in the city, and who were blocked 
from entering higher education because 
of  their uncertain immigration status. 
Mulberry School Council had carried 
out a research project on social housing 
problems in Tower Hamlets, which had 
helped to shape the questions that London 
Citizens asked of  mayoral candidates.

This event was a fantastic opportunity 
for Mulberry students to participate in the 
political process on a local and national 
level. Mulberry students were able to see 
how their own social housing research 
formed a key part of  this debate, and 
posed a challenging issue for the mayoral 
candidates – an issue that they took 
seriously. This empowered our students, 
giving them proof  that, despite the fact 
they are not yet old enough to vote, they 
can make their voices heard in politics and 
help to shape the nation’s future.

Over 1000 people filled the 
Copperbox Arena for the debate

On Wednesday 27th April, five 
Year 10 students were invited 
to attend the Women of the 
Future Reception at the Foreign 
and Commonwealth Office. 

Women of  the Future are 
an organisation founded 

by British-Asian entrepreneur 
Pinky Lilani CBE. They provide 
mentoring and support for 
secondary school aged girls in 
order to provide them with the 
skills and the support networks they 
need to establish successful and 
fulfilling careers. The Women of  the 
Future Reception is an annual event 
hosted by the Foreign Office to showcase 
and celebrate the work of  Women of   
the Future. 

Moriom Abdin 10Y, Nabeela Ahmed 
10B, Samihah Khanom and Nishat Nahar 
10U and Poli Haque 10R joined students 
from other schools across London in the 
prestigious setting of  the Foreign and 

Commonwealth Office. They listened to 
presentations from a range of  inspiring 
female role models, including Dr Jena 
Meinecke, an astrophysicist from the 
University of  Oxford; Annie Zadie, a 
professional football coach; and Karen 
Pierce, Chief  Operating Office at the 
Foreign & Commonwealth Office.

After the presentations, our students 
had a chance to meet and talk with a range 
of  mentors drawn from Women of  the 
Future’s extensive network. Representatives 
were present from an array of  different 

career sectors, including medicine, 
science, finance, charity and the arts. 

Moriom Abdin was asked to give 
an interview for a future promotional 
film. Reflecting on the importance of  
the event, Moriom talked about how 
role models are a source of  inspiration 
and practical support for girls, setting a 
positive example which reassures them 
that their dreams are possible. 

Our students left the event buzzing 
with excitement and energy. Each 

girl had had formative and inspirational 
conversations with women working in 
career sectors they had previously never 
contemplated working in themselves. 
Our students felt that their ambitions had 
been refocused, and their horizons for the 
future broadened. 

We would like to thank Women of  the 
Future and Pinky Lilani for the support 
and inspiration they continue to offer to 
Mulberry girls.

Women of  the Future Reception

Year 10 give thanks to WOF for this opportunity

today is powerful in itself. Obama told us ‘It’s not about 
doing things right, it’s about doing the right thing’ –  
I find power and comfort in that notion. Overall, I was 
left feeling optimistic that the future of  the world is bright. 
This is for two reasons: Barack Obama has sent us in the 
right direction; and the youth of  today have the passion and 

integrity to carry on his legacy.”  
– Muslima Sheikh, Head Girl and Year 13 Student

“President Obama told us to reject pessimism and 
cynicism and to know that progress is possible and that 
our problems can be solved.” 
 – Rubaiyath Reza, Year 12 Student

Continued from previous page



www.mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk l 3

On Tuesday 3rd May, we 
participated in a short film The 

Female Lead made to raise awareness 
of  why girls themselves want access 
to a broader range of  role models. 
Mulberry girls from Years 9, 10 and 
11 were asked their opinions on which 
women mainstream media chooses to 
platform, and why; who their own role 
models are, and whether they feel those 
role models get enough positive media 
attention; and why they think role models 
are important. 

Students talked about a range of  issues, 
including the way that women’s bodies are 
over-sexualised by the media, and their 
achievements and intellect underplayed; 
and the way in which female athletes 
and intellectuals are not given as much 
attention as actresses, singers and TV stars. 

Ayesha Begum 11L, Anika Chowdhury 

10L, Moriom Abdin 10Y, and Shaima 
Begum 9E gave mature and insightful 
answers to all of  the interview questions, 
helping to create a film that gets right to 
the heart of  this issue. 

On Wednesday 8th June, three of  our 
incoming Year 9 prefects were invited 
to attend a panel event hosted by The 
Female Lead at the offices of  the ad tech 
company Unruly on Princelet Street, 
E1. Hosted by Bea Appleby, Editor at 
The Female Lead, the panel discussed 
the importance of  role modelling in 
the lives of  young women, the current 
lack of  a diverse range of  role models 
drawn from different career sectors and 
life backgrounds, and the likely positive 
impacts of  raising a generation of  girls 
who have regular access to a range of  
inspiring female role models. Our Head 
Teacher Dr Vanessa Ogden spoke on 

the panel, advocating for the importance 
of  role models who reflect girls’ specific 
backgrounds: she said that role modelling 
is most effective when a girl’s role models 
come from an ethnic, cultural and/or 
socio-economic background similar to 
her own, because that provides her with 
clear proof  that she can be successful.

Our newly elected Head Prefect of  the 
Lower School, Mahreen Chaiwalla 9E, 
joined the panel in the second half  of  
the event to give her own perspective on 
the importance of  role models to young 
women, and how her own role models 
have enriched her life.

Our thanks go to The Female Lead for 
platforming the voices of  Mulberry girls 
and championing girls’ right to  
a successful and happy future!

Girls in the Lead
Mulberry has been working in partnership with The Female Lead, an organisation who are striving to 
provide a more diverse range of female role models for girls and young women.

The delegates outside the UN Headquarters in New 
York before the conference

MUN In NY
From 9th – 13th May, eight students in Year 10 attended the Global Classrooms International Model 
United Nations Conference in New York. 

Shazia Anjoom 10M, Farzana Aktar 10L, Rifat Khadijah 
10U, Nafisa Hussain 10L, Roda Ibrahim 10L, Nasima 

Akthar 10U, Habibah Begum Ali 10L and Taznin 
Choudhury 10B represented the UK at this prestigious 
international event. 

The students were allocated Honduras as their delegate 
country. In the run up to the conference, they carried out 
extensive research on Honduras’ stance on major political and 
socio-economic issues, thoroughly immersing themselves in 
the diplomatic context of  the country. During the conference 
itself, they played the role of  UN ambassadors in a simulated 
diplomatic context, taking part in challenging debates with 
international delegates representing other countries and 
attempting to reach effective resolutions with other countries 
and groups of  countries. 

Whilst in New York, they explored the city’s rich cultural 
and artistic life. Students visited key cultural and heritage sites 
including the Rockefeller Centre, the Statue of  Liberty, the 
Museum of  the American Indian, and a city bus tour.

Mulberry is the lead UK school for the United Nations Global 
Classrooms Project, and delivers one of  the most extensive 
Model United Nations Programmes in the country. The 
second of  our two annual conferences for London schools and 
international schools took place on the 12th and 13th July.



National Theatre 
production of  
Another World 
by Gillian Slovo and Nicolas Kent  
plays at Mulberry School for Girls
Following a successful run at the National’s Temporary Theatre 
of the production Another World written by Gillian Slovo and 
developed with Nicolas Kent from his original idea, the play 
transferred to Mulberry School for Girls for two performances on 
Thursday 19th May 2016. 

Another World is a piece of  
verbatim documentary theatre. 

Over the last twelve months 
headlines have been dominated by 
the growth of  Islamic State, and 
terror attacks claimed by IS have 
spread across the world. 

Why are some young Muslim men and 
women from across Western Europe 
leaving their homes to answer the call of  
Jihad? What is the role of  Islamic State 
in this? And what should we do about it?

Another World is the result of  many 
months researching this issue and 
interviews with people affected by it and 
those involved in the fight to prevent it. 

The National Theatre were delighted to 
bring Another World to Mulberry School 
for Girls: this partnership is a means of  
bringing outstanding work like this play 
into communities which otherwise would 
not see it – for a variety of  reasons.

The National Theatre states:
“We were very pleased that as part of  
our ongoing partnership Mulberry 
School for Girls were able to attend 
a run-through and discussion of  this 
important and moving play when it 
was in development at the National 
Theatre. The response from students 
and staff  was enormously positive 
and we are delighted to perform  
the play for the school and the  
local community.”

This deeply considered, seminal play 
provides a means of  exploring important 
issues affecting our contemporary 

world. The problems raised in this play 
have been brought to the doorstep 
of  the Tower Hamlets community. 
Parents, young people, educators and 
other stakeholders in our community 
are worried. This play provides a space 
for open debate about the reasons 
why young people have travelled from 
Western Europe to join ISIS, which 
include their experience of  Islamophobia 
as well as exploitation by others. 
Community members, staff  and students 
at Mulberry who have seen the play 
believe that the balanced consideration 
of  these matters in this outstanding 
production will offer a helpful opening 
for frank dialogue.

Sabina Khan, a parent in Tower 
Hamlets watched the play and states:
“Another World looks at why many 
young people decide to travel to 
Syria. It is the anguished question of  
a mother whose son left to join ISIS 
that sticks with you after the play: 
“He found happiness in a country at 
war. Why?” Painfully personal to her, 
it is a question pertinent to all of  us – 
one that a 90 minute verbatim drama 
self-evidently cannot hope to answer, 
but it can – and does – consider the 
question quietly and thoughtfully. 
Having the play in Tower Hamlets 
will provide access to parents and 
young people who have not seen 
the play at the National Theatre 
and open up further debates in our 
community on this matter.”

Education and the arts are important 

spaces in which to consider difficult 
issues like those raised in this play. 
The workshop and panel discussion 
that accompany the performances will 
enable us all to talk openly about these 
complex matters. In particular, young 
people who can feel voiceless in this 
debate have the opportunity to take 
part in the discourse. The school and 
community of  Tower Hamlets have 
been working very hard to face down 
the existing threats to social cohesion 
and security in many ways. Bringing this 
play here will further that work. 

Tammana Islam, a Year 10 Drama 
student believes that this is an important 
chance for young people of  Tower 
Hamlets to watch the play. She states:
“I really loved the play - it is very 
important as it opens up the issues 
for public debate.” 

Headteacher, Dr. Vanessa Ogden 
would like to thank the National Theatre 
for bringing the play to Mulberry School 
for Girls. Dr. Ogden states:
“This play is ‘cutting edge’ – in the 
truest sense of  those words – both 
in its quality and in that it cuts to 
the heart of  what it means to live 
in a global and plural society. How 
we encounter hard issues whilst 
retaining value for diversity, equality 
and mutuality is at stake. This play 
opens the dialogue and allows us to 
find ways through to resolution.”

The play was followed by a panel 
discussion and Q&A with Gillian Slovo, 
Nicolas Kent, Civil Servant Fatima 
Begum-Zaman and Parent Governor 
Usma Rahim, chaired by Assistant Head 
Teacher Jill Tuffee. The evening was 
hosted by our Deputy Head Prefects 
Nusrath Hassan (Upper School) and 
Tamanna Islam (Lower School). Nusrath 
and Tamanna closed the evening with 
a powerful speech about their own 
thoughts on the need to confront these 
difficult issues head on: a copy of  this 
speech is reproduced in this edition.



Tamanna: This is a significant evening 
for the students of  Mulberry. We first 
saw this play performed at the National 
Theatre in April, and we are delighted that 
the NT have chosen to bring it here to 
the Mulberry and Bigland Green Theatre, 
at the heart of  our school community. 

Nusrath: We believe Another World is 
a very important play. It spoke to us when 
we first saw it performed, and it speaks to 
us just as powerfully tonight.

T: In this play, we watch the unfolding 
of  a story now familiar to us from media 
reports: vulnerable young Muslims 
groomed by religious extremists, leaving 
their families and communities to join 
ISIS in Syria. However, we see this story 
from an angle that the media rarely 
chooses to explore. We hear this story 
told in voices that are too often ignored.

N: In this play, we hear the voices 
of  families. We share their grief  and 
confusion, and we listen to their stories, 
told in their own words. 

T: We also hear from young Muslims 
dealing with the aftermath of  the 
radicalisation of  their peers. Muslim 
teenagers face the shock and grief  
of  losing friends, family, community 
members; and the fear that they 
themselves will face discrimination in 
the rising tide of  Islamophobia. This is a 
double burden, and we feel its weight. 

N: Another World brings these issues 
into the light, and encourages us to talk 
about them. By watching this play, and 
having conversations with each other 
about it, we are working together as 
a community to fight prejudice and 
ignorance. We are deepening each other’s 
understanding, and helping each other to 
respond with empathy. 

T: We are so pleased that so many 
members of  our community have come 
to add their voices to this conversation. 
Looking into the audience, I see my 
teachers and friends, my neighbours and 
family. My mother is here tonight, along 
with my aunt and my cousin. Tower 
Hamlets is a community that knows the 
value of  education, discussion and debate: 
we have come together tonight, united in 
the search for greater understanding.

N: In our community, the problems 
raised by this play have been brought to 
our doorstep. Students, parents, educators 
and all those who work with the school 
are worried about radicalisation. All of  
us want to understand what makes some 
young people vulnerable to radicalisation, 
and how we can protect ourselves and 
each other from those who wish to 
exploit us in this way.

T: As young people, we want to be part 
of  this conversation. This issue affects 
us: we see our peers across the world 
groomed by dangerous criminals; when 
these vulnerable young people join ISIS, 
we are left to deal with the fallout as 
prejudiced people treat us with suspicion. 

N: We believe that radicalisation thrives 
on silence and division. The terrorists 
who run ISIS want to see a society split 
into isolated groups who regard each 
other with hatred and distrust. They 
want Muslims and non-Muslims to 
fear and loathe each other. They want 
young people to be cut off  from their 
families and friends, isolated so that 
the only voices they hear are the voices 
of  religious extremists feeding them a 
twisted narrative of  intolerance and hate. 
They do not want us to talk to each other, 
because when we talk to each other, we 
understand each other. But when we turn 
away from each other, we play into their 
blood-stained hands. 

T: We believe that in order to fight 
religious extremism, and religious 
intolerance of  every kind, we need to 
have open conversations about it. We 
need different faiths and cultural groups 
to approach each other with open minds. 
We need to talk honestly about the 
factors that put young people at risk of  
radicalisation, and we need to give young 
people and their families the opportunity 
to lead that discussion. 

N: We wanted to bring this play here 
and share it with you, our community. 
We believe Another World will spark 
important conversations that will open 
the way to a more peaceful, tolerant and 
loving society. 

T: Tonight, Tower Hamlets and our 
friends and neighbours across London 
have come together with a common 
motive. We have sat down together to 
listen, and to talk. We have faced one of  
the most troubling issues in our world 
today, an issue that has left its mark on 
our community – and we have worked 
together in the attempt to understand it. 
This room has been filled with honesty 
and openness and the desire to reach out 
to one another. As young people who 
will be the leaders of  the future, we want 
more of  this. We want to keep talking.

N: Thank you so much for joining us 
tonight. We wish you a safe  
journey home. 

Reflecting on Another World

Deputy Head Prefects Nusrath Hassan (Upper School) and Tamanna Islam 
(Lower School) host the post-show panel discussion



The group at the Awards ceremony

Asian Women of 
Achievement
On Tuesday 10th May, students in Years 10  
and 12 attended the Asian Women of 
Achievement Awards.

The Asian Women of  Achievement Awards were co-
founded by British-Asian entrepreneur Pinky Lilani 

to celebrate the achievements of  Asian women in Britain. 
Winners are nominated across various categories, receiving 
their awards at a spectacular ceremony at the London Hilton 
Hotel, followed by a celebratory dinner. 

The Asian Women of  Achievement Awards give women 
access to a network of  inspiring role models and influential 
connections from an ethnic minority background. Every 
year, a small group of  Mulberry students who have achieved 
great things in the last year are selected to attend the awards 
ceremony and celebratory dinner. This is a unique opportunity 
for students to meet and network with a range of  role models 
who can guide and inspire them as they plan for the future.

As well as listening to a range of  inspiring speakers, students 
attended a three course celebratory dinner and watched a 
performance by the celebrated violinist, Fra Rustumji. In turn, 
students networked with other Awards attendees, acting as 
ambassadors for Mulberry.

Ambassador Barzun 
and Pinky Lilani 
give young 
women  
a voice
On Wednesday 22nd June, Women of the Future 

offered us another exciting opportunity. We were 

invited to join other London schools at the Aviva 

Offices in the City to hear a talk by Ambassador 

Matthew Barzun, the US Ambassador to the UK.

Ambassador Barzun spoke about the special 
relationship between the UK and US, and how that 

relationship has grown and changed in response to 
global social and political changes. He led an interactive 
quiz in which he gathered responses from students about 
their own perceptions of  the special relationship, and US 
foreign and domestic policy. Ambassador Barzun invited 
students to engage with him in discussing complex issues 
including Constitutional rights and freedoms, healthcare, 
and gun control. He demonstrated a real respect for young 
people’s opinions and their ability to shape the future. 
Thank you to Women of  the Future and the US Embassy 
for another fantastic opportunity!

Are EU In or Are EU Out?
As part of their learning for Citizenship, Mulberry 
students in Year 10 undertook a mock referendum 
on Britain’s membership of the European Union. 

Year 10 students learned about the role and functions 
of  the European Union, Britain’s particular position 

within it, and the context surrounding the government’s 
decision to ask people whether they wanted to leave. 

Students divided into two teams: the ‘Remain’ team, 
campaigning for Britain to remain part of  the EU; and the 
‘Leave’ team, campaigning for Britain to exit the EU, an idea 
that the popular press refers to as ‘Brexit’. 

In the run up to the referendum, students ran campaigns across 
the whole school: they delivered assemblies, filmed campaigning 
videos, handed out leaflets and stickers and ran a popular 

Speakers Corner event under the Mulberry tree at lunchtime. 
On 23rd June, both teams staffed a polling station in the 

library, supported by staff  acting as Electoral Administrators. 
The whole school was invited to vote: voters were given ballot 
cards identical to those used in the real-life referendum vote, 
and were able to cast their votes inside specially constructed 
polling booths. Students carried out exit polls throughout the 
day to forecast the outcome. 

Year 10 secured an astonishing voter turnout, with over 90% 
of  students present at school coming to the polling station to 
cast their votes. 

The Remain team carried the day: a landslide majority voted 
to remain part of  the European Union. This is in contrast to 
the result of  the EU referendum carried out on the same day, in 
which Britain voted by a majority to leave the EU. 
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The Latest from Girl Guides
1st Mulberry 
Guides and Senior 
Section have been 
developing their 
Global Education. 
Both Units have 
been learning about 
the Millennium 
Development 
Goals, with a 
particular focus 
on girls’ access to 
education. 

Together, we made 
a Girls’ Education 

Board Game. The 
rules are quite simple: 
players roll dice and 
move counters around 
a board – the number 
rolled by the dice 
determines the number 
of  squares the counter is moved. The ultimate goal is to 
reach the school, which is located on the final square at the end 
of  the board. 

However, there are various squares located around the board 
which can make your journey easier or more difficult – if  you 
land on one square, you might be told that your country has 
descended into civil war, and your school has been closed 
because it’s no longer safe to attend, so you have to miss a turn; 
if  you land on another, you might be told that your mother 
finished secondary education, and makes sure she sends you 
to school because she has learned the value of  education in 
raising her own life chances and wants the same thing for you, 
so you get to go forward four squares.

 In playing the game, we realised how difficult it is for some 
girls around the world to go to school, and to stay in school once 
they get there. We were able to think and talk about the different 
factors that might affect girls’ access to education around the 
world, including in the UK.

We also played a budgeting game where we were divided into 
two teams, a High Income Team and a Low Income Team and 

each team was given  
a number of  buttons to 
represent our budget. 
We had to use buttons 
to budget for different 
items on a shopping 
list, including essentials, 
luxury items and savings 
for the future. 

The Low Income 
Team had fewer buttons 
than the High Income 
Team at the beginning; 
and different events 
kept happening which 
took more buttons away 
from us, such as welfare 
cuts or job losses. Some 
events happened which 
took buttons from 
both teams, such as an 
economic recession; and 

some events happened 
which gave more buttons 

to the High Income Team, such as a bankers’ bonus at 
Christmas time. 

As the game wore on, the Low Income Team realised that 
they were increasingly having to make decisions about which 
items they could do without so that they had more money 
for really essential items, or for things that were listed as 
luxuries but which felt very emotionally important, such as 
birthday presents or a family meal out. This game taught us 
about wealth inequality, and the tough choices forced on some 
families and individuals as a result of  poverty. We discussed 
different ways that individuals, families, communities and 
countries can work together to eradicate poverty. 

We have just started a project on political engagement.We have 
learned about what democracy is and why it is valuable, even 
though it sometimes means that individual voters don’t get what 
they want. 

On July 16th, we will conclude our year in Guiding with a trip to 
Chigwell Row campsite, where we will try out water zorbing, rock 
climbing, grass sledging and trampolining. We will also participate 
in parts of  the Tower Hamlets Annual Guide Camp, and will meet 
the Chief  Guide, Valerie Le Vaillant-Owen.

Focus on Film
On Monday 27th June, award-winning production 
company Animage Films visited Mulberry to 
conduct a focus group with students in preparation 
for an animated children’s film they plan to make. 

The film will focus on themes of  religious equality and 
mutual understanding, reinforcing positive messages 

about the value of  respecting and celebrating different faiths. 

Mulberry students in Years 8, 9 and 10 participated in the 
focus group, sharing their ideas about the film’s storyline, 
characters and design. 

This was a fantastic opportunity for our students to explore 
the importance of  the arts in championing equality and 
helping to shape understanding and respectful societies. Our 
thanks go to Animage Films for allowing us to be part of  this 
special project. 

Guides and Senior Section at our Thinking Day celebration in the 
Olympic Park back in February
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A group of Mulberry sixth form students have 
been taking part in an exciting competition 
hosted by the Transformation Trust. Called 
‘Inspire US’, the competition offers students of 
UK schools the incredible opportunity to travel to 
Florida in November 2016 and participate in the 
US Presidential elections as campaign interns. 
Successful students would shadow campaign 
interns on a Congressional campaign for the 
Republican party, and on the official Presidential 
campaign for the Democrats. 

Tasnia Abdullah, Sanjida Mustharen, Promee Reza 
and Tanya Hossain made a film in the spring 

explaining why they and their local community would 
benefit from this exciting opportunity, what they would 
learn from the experience, and how they would use that 
learning to enrich the lives of  others in their community. 
They were given the news in May that they have successfully 
progressed to the second round of  the competition. 

The students had to design a campaign that they will lead upon 
their return to the UK in the event that they are successful. The 
group worked together to design a campaign called ‘Beyond 
the Headscarf ’, which will focus on tackling Islamophobia, 
particularly Islamophobic attitudes to women who wear 
traditional Muslim dress. The campaign name is inspired by 
Michelle Obama’s comment when she visited the school that she 
hopes to see a day when people will ‘look beyond the headscarf ’ 
to value Muslim girls fully, as strong young women with much to 
offer to British society, whose lives and characters are enriched 
by their faith. The group will carry out quantitative research 

and focus groups with young people, and will ultimately lead a 
workshop at the Mulberry Youth Conference in February about 
tackling Islamophobia – the workshop will be designed for 
Muslim and non-Muslim students alike. The campaign will be 
supported by social media, with Twitter, Instagram and podcast 
platforms used to extend its reach. 

The campaign team had to present their campaign idea to a 
panel of  judges on June 15th. Having developed a campaign 
brand and digital logo as part of  their preparation, they had 
merchandise made, including tshirts and personalised mugs, 
and turned up fully kitted out in matching campaign tshirts! 
The group led an excellent presentation, underpinned by weeks 
of  hard work and a true passion for social justice. 

Competition winners will be announced in July. Best of  luck 
to this visionary team! 

‘Beyond the Headscarf ’

The campaign team after their presentation

Dr Ogden 
and our 
students lead 
discussion

Inspiring Leaders 
On Friday 17th June, some of our Year 10, 12 and 13 
students travelled to Birmingham with Dr Ogden to 
attend an Inspiring Leaders conference exploring 
‘the role of Islam in education’. Organised by Sir 
Michael Barber, the conference was a searching 
exploration of how Islam enriches the lives and 
educational experiences of Muslim and non-Muslim 
students alike. 

Our students participated in a short film in the run up 
to the conference in which they reflected on the role 

that faith plays in their own lives, and the way in which other 
people respond to their faith both positively and negatively. 

At the conference, our students answered questions from the 
floor and encouraged the audience to engage in learning more 
about Islam and supporting Muslim students in making their 
voices heard. Dr Ogden spoke on a panel of  leaders in education, 
addressing the impact of  Islamophobia on students and the urgent 
need for all to work together to confront and tackle all forms of  
racism and prejudice in the best interests of  our young people.

We’d like to give our thanks to Sir Michael Barber for leading this 
conversation, and platforming the voices of  our young women. 
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Students’ Perspective
This year we have experimented with how to make 
ear buddy wraps. In this project we have used a lot 
of skills and techniques such as maths skills which 
include circumference, radius and diameter in 2D 
design to see how big our speaker hole should be. 

In our practical work we converted cm to mm to be 
accurate in our measurements. We also used art skills 

such as sketching and observational drawing to draw our initial 
ideas on to Essex grey board and to complete our design ideas 
we used a coping saw and a drill to cut out our design and to 
drill the speaker holes, and a filer to make the holes bigger and 
neater. This project increases our thinking and accuracy skills. 
Before we design we have to make sure we follow the design 
process which is listed below: 

• Design brief  
• Task analysis
• Research
• Specification
• Initial ideas
• Development of  ideas
• Evaluation
• Final idea
• Making the product 
• Testing the product 

And finally
• Evaluation of  the whole project. 

We also learnt something called ACCESSFM. Each of  the 
letters stands for a different concept: A stands for aesthetics, C 
stands for cost, the other C stands for customer, E stands for 
ergonomics, S stands for size, the other S stands for safety, F 
stands for function and finally the M stands for material. This 
is very important because our design has to meet all of  these 
criteria or else we are not successful. This project is very fun 
and helpful in many ways.

Sureya Begum 7E
Neha Mohit 7E

Year 7 carry out measurements for their designs

Year 7 Develop  
a Love of Number
Year 7 have designed ‘ear buddies’, products to 
store their headphones safely. Their focus for this 
project was to create an ear bud wrap made of 
acrylic, which has the correct measurements but 
at the same time suits their target audience. 

There are 11 steps which they are going by, to make 
their product a success. They have already done 

their Design brief, Task analysis, Research, Specification, 
Initial ideas, Development of  ideas and are now at the 
stage of  evaluating the ideas. 

They have collected anthropometric data and analysed it to 
calculate averages. Year 7 learnt how ergonomics inform their 
design ideas to make their products comfortable to use. They 
learnt how to calculate a radius using compasses and how to 
use rulers accurately. They can dimension their work using 2D 
Design with confidence.

They have done many things for their design to become a 
success, such as: doing research on their target user, getting 
measurements, re-drawing their designs, giving details 
of  it through ACCESSFM (Aesthetics, Cost, Consumer, 
Environment, Safety, Size, Function , Manufacture). Through 
Resistant Materials, they have also been able to use some maths 
in it like measuring the Radius and Circumference, converting 
cm to mm. They have also been able to use 2D design to help 
measure the size of  the ear bud wrap accurately. 

Debate 
Mate Cup
Mulberry has been working with Debate Mate,  
a nationwide organisation which is passionate 
about teaching debating skills to state secondary 
school pupils. 

We have been lucky enough to have a mentor from  
a London University join us to train our own  

debating team. The Mulberry Debate Mate Team is made up 
of  students from Years 7, 8 and 9: they meet with their mentor 
once a week after school to work on their debate skills and 
knowledge of  debate etiquette, and they compete regularly in 
regional and city-wide competitions alongside other Debate 
Mate schools. 

The Debate Mate Cup competition is held at the end of  the 
programme. All participating schools are eligible to take part. 

Team Mulberry spent the day at Westminster University on 
Wednesday 20th April. Working in two teams, they competed 
in three debates against other London schools, winning two 
and forfeiting the third. Although they did not progress to the 
Cup final, their performances were consistently strong and 
showed how much they have learned since the beginning of  
the programme.Motahara Zanath in 9E won the award for the 
Most Improved Debater – a brilliant way to end the day. 

Congratulations to the Debate Mate Team and their mentor!
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Graduation
In the last few weeks, Mulberry staff and students 
have been very proud to see our Year 9, 11 and 
13 students graduate. 

Year 9 graduated from Key Stage 3 and embarked on 
the first steps of  their journey to GCSE and beyond. 

Newly elected Head Prefect Mahreen Chaiwalla, 9E, 
gave a speech reflecting on Year 9’s last three years, and 
the exciting opportunities and worthwhile challenges 
that lie ahead of  them. Year 11 graduated from the Lower 
School. Many of  them will remain with us for sixth form, and 
we look forward to helping them deepen their love of  learning 
at Further Education level. Sixth Form is a challenging but 
rewarding time, full of  exciting personal discovery and growth. 
We are pleased to be able to support so many of  our Year 11s 
in this special time in their education. Some of  our Year 11s 
are leaving us for pastures new: although we are sorry to say 
goodbye to them, we know they will go on to achieve great 
things, and we look forward to hearing about their adventures. 
There will always be a warm welcome for them at Mulberry.

It is with great pride that we say goodbye to our Year 13s 
as they go off  to start new journeys in University and the 
world of  work. Their destinations are as many and varied as 
the girls themselves, and reflect the breadth of  their ambition 
and the depth of  their determination. The event was flawlessly 
organised and hosted by Head Prefect Muslima Sheikh and 
Deputy Head Prefect Nusrath Hassan. Both students gave 
emotional speeches in which they reflected on the grit Year 13 
have shown in completing all of  their exams and striving for 
success, and the exciting lives that lie ahead of  them. 

At many points in the ceremony, Muslima and Nusrath 
reminded students that ‘once a Mulberry girl, always a 
Mulberry girl’. We hope that our Year 13s will bear that 
message in mind as they step into their futures. In her final 
address to Year 13, Dr Ogden told them ‘If  you need us and 
you call on us, we will be there… We will have your back’. 

Head Girl Muslima Sheikh gives her keynote speech

Welcome 
to our New 
Prefects!
After a fast-paced series of interviews and written 

applications, our new cohort of Lower School 

Prefects have been announced. 

This student leadership team is led by Head Prefect 
Mahreen Chaiwalla 9E, and Deputy Head Prefect 

Nisha Akthar 9Y. As they move into Year 10, Prefects will 
be responsible for representing the school at events, providing 
leadership for the Lower School, and acting as mediators 
between staff  and students to ensure the harmonious running 
of  the school. The Prefect Team have already made a fantastic 
start by helping out at events including parents’ evenings for 
Years 7 and 10, Year 6 Transition Interviews, and a range 
of  Women’s Education events including a panel with The 
Female Lead and a film focus group with Animage Films. 
Congratulations to the new team!

Our new prefects are:

Abida Abdin 9E
Lamyea Ahmed 9L
Mahreen Chaiwalla 9E
Nuzhat Nuruzzaman 9R
Sadia Kamaly 9Y
Afsana Abedin 9RA
Jessica Sidratul 9M
Afsana Ali 9Y
Anisah Akthar 9Y
Aysha Hussain 9B
Emma Begum 9R
Farhana Begum 9Y
Farjana Haque 9M
Inaya Zaman 9L
Inayah Hussain 9E
Khadijah (Nadia) Khanom 9L
Nada Takkal El Ghaibouz 9R
Nadia Rahman 9Y
Nafeesah Muslimah 9E
Nisha Akhtar 9Y
Shaima Begum 9E
Tahsin Sabah 9L
Tasnia Rahman 9R
Tasnim Radiyy 9L
Thamima Chowdhury 9U
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Stills from the performance

Year 9 students wow the audience

‘Take Away’  
– a play for NT 
Connections
In September 2015 a group of Y8s, Y9s and Y10s 
joined a drama club called ‘NT Connections’. This 
is a drama project run by the National Theatre 
in London where schools and drama groups 
from all over the country put on a play that has 
been specially commissioned for a teenage 
performance group. 

We chose the play ‘Take Away’ by Jackie Kay. It is 
about a town that has become over run by onions, 

causing many social problems for the community. A 
mysterious figure, Darcas, turns up and promises to rid 
the town of  the onions if  he is paid £1000. The Mayor 
agrees to pay and so Darcas rids the town of  onions. 
However the Mayor then goes back on his word and 
offers Darcas ‘£50, take it or leave it’. As punishment, 
Darcas leads all the children away to the river and they are 
never seen again, leaving the adults in the town without 
their children. One child is left, Kenneth, a teenage loner 
who had just found confidence to make friends with 
Kimberley, the daughter at the Chinese Take Away.

There were 15 of  us in the cast and 5 students from the Y9 
Band who played on stage and supported our performance 
with old and original tunes to help create the sleazy atmosphere 
of  the Town over run with onions.

We had great fun putting on this play! We performed it in 
March at the Mulberry and Bigland Green Theatre. We then 
spent a day on May 4th at the Albany Theatre in Deptford and 
in the evening we performed our play again to a full audience 
made up of  staff, students and parents from Mulberry as well 
as the staff  and friends of  the Albany Theatre. The day at the 
Albany was brilliant. We spent the morning having a workshop 
with a professional director and then in the afternoon, the 
technical director and stage manager of  the Albany Theatre 
led us through our technical rehearsal so we were ready to 
perform in the evening. All the staff  at the Albany Theatre 
were really friendly and treated us as their professional actors 
and musicians for the day.

Here are some photos of  our performance and a cast 
list of  everyone involved. Thank you to Ms Davidson and 
Ms Hargreaves for directing our play and to Mr Reeve for 
rehearsing and leading the Y9 Band!
 
Cast:
Janna Begum 8U – Darcus
Epshita Alam 8U – Darcus
Aeshah Jannah 9E – Darcus

Tahiyah Rahman 9E – Onion Pusher
Tamanna Hussain 9E – Onion Pusher

Mahreen Chaiwalla 9E – Ivy
Motahara Zanath 9E – Eve

Naimah Mahmud 10L – Mohammed
Tanzina Begum 10M – Kirk

Sadia Kamaly 9Y – Kenneth
Taznin Chowdhury 10B – Kimberley
Tamanna Islam 10B – Mitzi
Abida Mostafa 9Y – David/Mr McDonald

Fahima Khurshed 9B - Ruth
Emma Begum 9R - Tyrese

Y9 Band:
Thamima Choudhury 9U – Bass Guitar (Albany performance)
Nadia Rahman 9Y – Bass Guitar (Mulberry performance)
Tahsin Sabah 9L – Electric Guitar
Nezha Stitou-Benahmed 9E – Drums
Lamyea Ahmed 9L – Saxophone
Jessica Sidratul 9M – Clarinet
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Congratulations Ms Weston!
Deborah Weston, Director of Spiritual, Moral, 
Social and Cultural Development at Mulberry 
School for Girls has been awarded the Order of 
the British Empire (OBE) for her services to Religious 
education, inter and intra-faith relations. 

Ms. Weston has been a teacher at Mulberry School 
for Girls, Tower Hamlets since 1987. Deboarh is an 

experienced Religious Education Teacher and Deborah 
continues to love teaching and to be passionate about 
the importance of  Religious Education and its role in 
promoting Community Cohesion.

In addition to her work 
at the school, Deborah 
advises four local authori-
ties on a regular basis and 
is the former Chair of the 
National Association of 
Teachers of RE (NATRE) 
and the former Company 
Secretary of the Religious 
Education Council of 
England and Wales (REC). 
She is currently a member 
of the national executive of 
NATRE, Chairs the NA-
TRE/REC Public Relations 
Committee and is a trustee of the Culham St Gabriel’s 
Trust. Amongst other projects this year, Deborah has 
worked with the Department for Education (DfE) and 
the Office of Qualifications and Examinations Regula-
tion (Ofqual) on public examination reform.

Deborah Weston said: “This came as a very flattering 
surprise. To be honoured in particular for my contri-
bution to inter-faith and intra-faith dialogue is very 

humbling. I want to say a huge thank you to the people 
that made it happen, especially Mulberry School for 
Girls and to all those who have encouraged and sup-
ported me along the way.”

Deborah added: “Religious Education has never been 
more important to our children and young people, their 
understanding of the world we live in, and the different 
communities in which they will live and work. You only 
have to look at the daily news headlines to see this. So 
when the importance of RE is acknowledged like this 

it’s not just a boost to me 
personally, it’s also a public 
recognition of the excel-
lent work that teachers of 
RE across the country do 
every day to broaden their 
students’ knowledge and 
understanding of religions 
and beliefs.”

Dr. Vanessa Ogden, 
Headteacher of Mulber-
ry said: “On behalf of 
all the students and staff 
at Mulberry School for 
Girls, I want to congratu-

late Deborah on this well-deserved honour. She works 
extremely hard to educate young women to contribute 
to the global and plural society we live in. At Mulberry 
Deborah makes a significant contribution to the lives 
of the pupils in teaching them to have a positive atti-
tude towards themselves and others, show respect for 
the world in which they live and deal with everyday life 
experiences in a confident and understanding way. We 
are all delighted for her.” 

Deborah Weston said:  
This came as a very flattering 
surprise. To be honoured in 
particular for my contribution to 
inter-faith and intra-faith dialogue is 
very humbling. I want to say a huge 
thank you to the people that made 
it happen, especially Mulberry 
School for Girls and to all those who 
have encouraged and supported 
me along the way.

Exploring Health for MUN Summer Conference
On 12th and 13th July, Mulberry hosted London 
state schools and international schools for the 
second of our two annual Model United Nations 
conferences. This year’s summer conference 
focused on the theme of global health, drawing 
together key global public health issues such as 
child and infant health and mortality, disease 
epidemics and mental health. 

Within the MUN programme, students are able to 
learn about the structure and functions of  the 

United Nations through assuming the roles of  UN 
council members. Students are allocated to countries 

in advance, and are expected to spend considerable time 
researching their country’s stance on the conference topic. 
Students also undertake training on the processes and 
procedures of  UN committees. On the day of  the conference, 
students are required to engage in fast-paced, often intense 
debates with council members representing other countries. 
They must represent the opinions of  their allocated country, 
even if  these opinions do not align with their personal attitude 
towards the conference topic.

MUN provides a stimulating atmosphere in which students 
are challenged to hone their research, debate and presentation 
skills, and to thoroughly understand crucial aspects of  
international politics and diplomacy. 
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Opinion: We need to play  
a greater role in understanding  
and helping refugees
A refugee is a person who fears 

being persecuted for reasons 
of  race, religion, nationality, 
membership of  a particular social 
group or political opinion, and 
therefore travels to another country 
where they wish to be protected. 

“I hang up, tears stinging my eyes, 
which I hastily wipe away before 
going into the meeting room. A 
seventeen year old boy looks up 
nervously. I wish I had better news 
for him but I have to tell him that 
social services will not respond to our 
plea for help. This means another 
night on a bench in the park, and he 
is already thin, dirty and getting ill 
with exhaustion. His friend, another 
asylum seeker, killed himself  a week 
ago, and our fear at the charity where 
I work is that he will do the same.”  
– anonymous refugee support worker

“Manipulative” is a word often used in 
reference to asylum seekers- it is regularly 
flung at people (such as refugee support 
workers) when they try to access more 
help. “They all they say that,” they are 
told. “They all say their dads are dead” 
“They all say that people died on boats 
and Lorries on the journey here.” 

“Our clients have survived torture, 
war and seeing their loved ones blown 
up. They have hidden under piles of  
bodies pretending to be dead while 
their world shattered around them.”

It is well known that the UK asylum 
system is incredibly difficult and 
complex, and the decision making 
process is painstaking and long, thus 
meaning that most asylum seekers are 
rejected. The UK is home to less than 
1% of  the world’s 59.5 million forcibly 
displaced people worldwide and about 
86% of  the world’s refugees are living 
in developing countries, often in camps. 
Over 4.5 million people have fled conflict 
in Syria, and many more are displaced 
inside the country. Turkey is the biggest 
refugee hosting country in the world-
it is currently giving sanctuary to 2.5 

million Syrian refugees, while Jordan and 
Lebanon host 1.7 million between them. 
By the end of  2015 the UK had resettled 
only 1000 Syrian refugees. 

In the UK in 2015, 41% of  the people 
who applied for asylum were granted it at 
initial decision. In some countries, such 
as Switzerland and Finland, over 70% of  
applications succeeded.

“Their asylum claims often fail 
because they are overwhelmed by 
the questioning they receive in court 
and cannot give a good answer to 
disbelieving people who ask whether it 
was Tuesday or Wednesday when they 
fled into the jungle after watching their 
mother get raped and then killed, or 
because their torture scars could have 
been caused by sports injuries, as was 
suggested in one case.”

Of  course, there are arguments about 
the number of  people coming to live 
in the UK, but asylum seekers make 
up a tiny proportion of  new arrivals 
in Britain. Today’s statistics show that 
636,000 people arrived in Britain in the 
year ending June 2015 – asylum seekers 
coming to Britain escaping persecution 
made up just 5% of  that figure. And 
not all asylum seekers will be granted 
permission to stay in Britain. In fact, 
Britain received around 3% of  all asylum 
claims made in the EU. 

Unaccompanied children were far 
less likely than adults to be granted 
refugee protection. Overall, 36% of  
decisions on asylum applications were 
grants of  asylum, compared to just 22% 
for separated children. Instead, many 
separated children are granted short 
term leave to remain which expires after 
2.5 years. In the year ending September 
2015, 14,832 asylum seekers had been 
locked up inside detention centres at 
some point. Shamefully, around half  of  all 
asylum seekers find themselves detained 
during the asylum process. Despite the 
Government’s 2010 pledge to end child 
detention for immigration purposes, 154 
children were imprisoned during this time.

 “The thing is that young people 
look old and weary when they arrive 
as asylum seekers because of  the 
things they have done and seen. But 
they are told that because they have 
an Adam’s apple or traces of  facial 
hair that they are grown-up. They 
feel their faces in disbelief  as their 
identity is taken away from them and 
they are pushed out on to the UK’s 
streets.” 

Not all refugees rely on benefits, many 
find a job to contribute to our country and 
many go without to send money home to 
their mothers or the children they had to 
leave behind and cannot bring to safety. 
At the end of  September 2015, 31,896 
asylum seekers and their dependants were 
being supported by the Government, but 
this most certainly doesn’t mean they live 
in luxury; far from it, people have no say 
in where they live and are often left to 
survive on around £5 a day. 

 Refugees and asylum seekers need 
more help.

 And there are roles everyone can play  
to grant them freedom.

What can we do?
•  Donate to charities fighting the 

refugee crisis
•  Volunteer to be a refugee  

support worker
•  Sign petitions fighting the  

refugee crisis
•  Spread the message and  

raise awareness

 Please visit websites to find out more 
information such as:
http://www.refugeecouncil.org.uk/ 
http://www.refugee-action.org.uk/
http://www.unicef.org.uk/ 

Umaiyah Alam 8Y 
(all quotes are written by an anonymous 
support worker)
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New English Ballet Theatre project 
This year some pupils from Year 8 and Year 9 
participated in monthly workshops with the New 
English Ballet Theatre. These workshops provided 
by the professional company supported pupils 
in developing their understanding of Ballet 
in the modern context, their creativity and 
performance skills. 

The workshops culminated in a performance sharing 
afternoon on Wednesday the 18th May 2016. The 

performance was a collaboration between Mulberry pupils 

and two professional dancers from the company. The 
audience of  family, friends and teachers were delighted by the 
final performance and congratulated the performers on their 
artistry, collaboration and professionalism whilst performing 
alongside a professional company.

Many congratulations to Mariyam Chowdhury 8E, Maryam 
Uddin 8L, Tahsinah Akther 8B, Tasnimah Sheikh 8R, Sumaiyah 
Ahmed 9M, Jessica Sidratul 9M, Ishrat Begum 9M, Alfa Uddin 
9M, Thamima Chowdhury 9U, Fahima Khurshed 9B and 
Nuzhat Nuruzzaman 9R.

Banglahop!  
Dance Photography  
Exhibition
This academic year members of Green Candle’s 
Banglahop Youth Dance Company took part in 
a series of Dance and photography workshops 
with dance artist Shareen Pennington and 
photographer Tracey Fahy. 

The students explored photographic techniques 
to capture the unique Banglahop! Fusion of  

Bollywood, Contemporary and Hip Hop Dance styles on 
camera and later experimented with Photoshop editing 
tools to create images expressing each individual’s  
take on Banglahop!

A selection of  these images by the Banglahop! Members 
were put on display in an exhibition alongside those of  
the professional photographer Tracey Fahy, who also had 
the opportunity to photograph the group during their live 
performance in Green Candle’s Winter Gala 2015 at Oxford 
House in Bethnal Green.

The exhibition provided visitors with an insight into the 
choreographic process, portraying dancers from the dance  
studio rehearsals all the way to a live stage performance.

The dance department would like to congratulate all 
members of  Banglahop Youth Dance Company: Sumaya 
Ahmed 8RA, Nadia Islam 8RA, Jannat Prapte 8RA, Thamanna 
Begum 10Y, Rafia Khanom 10B, Nadia Hussain 10B, Rita 
Begum 9U and Kazi Chowdhury 9U for their commitment 
to the project, their excellent performances and their 
professionalism whilst representing Mulberry School for Girls.Dance students with their certificates

Some of the artwork from the photography exhibition
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Tea with the Queen 
This year, our Head Teacher 
Dr Ogden had the pleasure 
of being invited to one 
of the Queen’s summer 
garden parties. 

Each year, the Queen holds 
parties in the grounds 

of  Buckingham Palace, and 
one in the grounds of  the 
palace of  Holyroodhouse in 
Scotland. The parties are a way of  
recognising and celebrating people 
from all walks of  life who have 
made a great positive difference 
in their local community. 
Guests are invited via a network of  sponsors, who include 
Lord-Lieutenants, Societies and Associations, Government 
Departments, Local Government, the Services, the Church 
and other Faiths. This is to ensure that a representative cross-
section of  the population is invited.

At the garden parties, guests have a chance to stroll around 
the grounds of  the palace and may even meet the Queen and 
the Duke of  Edinburgh. Tea, coffee, sandwiches and cakes are 
provided in true English garden party style. A total of  around 
30000 guests are invited to the Garden Parties each year.

BBC Outlook 
Inspirations 
On Monday 4th July, students in Years 10 and 12 
received a special invitation to the BBC Outlook 
Inspirations Awards at Broadcasting House, the 
home of the BBC in London. 

BBC Outlook is a World Service programme 
exploring extraordinary and inspiring stories from 

across the world. The Inspirations Awards celebrate 
ordinary people who have achieved extraordinary 
things. This round of  awards was particularly special 
because it marked the 50th anniversary of  Outlook.

Students were in the front row of  the audience for a live 
recording of  the awards which was broadcast on BBC Radio. 
There were three winners: Dorris Francis from Delhi, who 
has saved countless lives by directing traffic at the dangerous 
crossroads where her daughter was killed in a road accident; 
Kees Veldboer from Holland, who set up an organisation to 
grant the last wishes of  the terminally ill; and Natalia Ponce 
de Leon from Colombia, who survived an acid attack by a 
stalker and now helps other survivors to rebuild their lives.

After the ceremony, students met and networked with 
award recipients and judges, including Lyse Doucet, the 
BBC’s Chief  International Correspondent and sometimes 
Contributing Editor. Our students were invited to help Lyse 
cut the cake to celebrate Outlook’s 50th birthday. 

We would like to thank the BBC, particularly Josie 
Verghese from the BBC News Schools Report, for this 
wonderful opportunity.The House of  

Bilquis Bibi 
The Mulberry Alumni Theatre Company partnered 
with parents and women from the local 
community to perform the play ‘The House of 
Bilquis Bibi’. Directed by Imogen Butler Cole and in 
association with the Tamasha Theatre Company, 
the cast performed in the Mulberry and Bigland 
Green Centre on 26th and 27th May.  

The cast worked on the play for 12 weeks from 
March and they said that taking part in the project 

helped them grow their confidence as well as learn new 
skills such as public speaking, working in groups and 
techniques used by professional actors. 

This was an exciting and highly anticipated performance as 
it was the first time parents took part in a performance. The 
first show was so popular that the second sold out almost 
immediately and there have been many requests for more 
opportunities for parents to take part – it was a huge success 
so watch this space; we may be doing another show in the 
near future. 

Mulberry students with Lyse Doucet at Broadcasting House

Front row at the Outlook Inspirations Awards

Dr Ogden at the 
Garden Party
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Tear from my eyes!
As I grow up my bones suddenly turn up

And I feel a slight chill down an old  
abandoned hill

The tear from my eyes slowly slides as I cried

The tear from my eyes slowly lied upon my side

The tree’s started to talk, talk as I slowly walked

I walked and started to feel a certain stalk

The tear from my eyes slowly melts down as  
I settled down

The tear from my eyes slowly shed as I fixed  
my bed

That house had a certain spouse living under roof 
near a broken cut hoof

The waves came inside and rode the life with 
strong heavy cry

The tear from my eyes slowly started a goodbye

The tear from my eyes, was like travelling  
to Mumbai

A broken wood started to become a room with all 
hoods inside

The class was cold, colder than the glass which hit  
my thighs

The tear from eyes, slowly made a day with no 
pain  
of rain

The tear from my eyes slowly cried of the spoilt 
stain of the dry tie dye

The clock moved backwards as I moved forwards

The night started to light up with a certain fear of 
heights

The tear from my eyes slowly hides as I went to 
swim for my morning dive

The tear from my eyes slowly strides from the cart 
to the signs
Kolsuma Uddin, 9M

Mulberry Creates

The Berry Bugle loves student writing! If  you would like to contribute to the next edition, please contact the editor:  
hgreen@mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk

Please direct enquiries to the editor:

Holly Green
hgreen@mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk
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Football Club Kicks Off
Since March, Mulberry PE Department has 
been running an after school football club in 
collaboration with Limehouse Laces Football Club 
on a Tuesday evening from 3.30-4.30pm. 

Limehouse Laces is a girl’s only, inclusive community 
football club based at Stepney Green Astro with 

many players being young Muslims and was awarded 
the London FA’S Standard Female Club of  the Year. The 
club was well attended with over 30 students showing great 
enthusiasm and commitment each week and tackling some 

terrible weather conditions in the process! The girls have 
shown impressive skills and outstanding teamwork qualities. 
We must say a big thank you to Sarah Lang and her coaches 
for being so passionate and providing positive roles models in 
sport. The girls attending the club now have the opportunity 
to join Limehouse Laces team and play competitive sport 
regularly, outside of  school hours. Football club will kick off  
again in September and if  you would like any information 
regarding football club please come and speak to Ms Brown in 
the PE Department – we hope to see even more girls attending 
in the future.


