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Girls in the Lead
This year, Mulberry was proud to launch a brand 
new flagship Women’s Education Programme. Girl 
Leading is a residential leadership development 
programme for girls attending secondary state 
schools in London and across the UK, run in 
support of the Let Girls Learn campaign. 

The programme comprises three parts: for Mulberry 
students, an extensive planning process takes place 

between December-April, with a Student Leadership 
Committee taking the lead on planning and designing all 
aspects of a 3 day residential; in April, all attendees from 
all schools attend a 3 day residential, held this year at Kilve 
Court in Somerset. At the residential, all students plan Personal 
Leadership Challenges – projects to be carried out at their own 
schools to support the work of the Let Girls Learn campaign in 
increasing girls’ access to education around the world. 

On July 8th, Team Girl Leading were reunited at Mulberry to 
share the outcomes of their Personal Leadership Challenges at 
our Feedback Day.

The Feedback Day was an exciting and inspiring event. All of 
the young women who took part in Girl Leading have carried 
out extensive work to support the education of girls around the 
world, running events ranging from summer fairs to petitions 

and peer education 
campaigns. It was 
fantastic to see the 
range of leadership 
skills and styles on 
display, and to see 
students challenging 
themselves and 
achieving their goals.

Students shared 
details of their PLCs 
with each other, ate 
lunch together, and 
took part in some 
reflection activities 
to help them to 
consolidate the work 
that they have done 
as part of the project. 

Award winning performance poet Kat Francois joined us  
to perform a brand new piece of work about inspiring  
young women.

We closed the day by announcing the winners of our Personal 
Leadership Challenge competition, the school whose PLC has 
been the most successful overall. We were delighted to award the 
PLC trophy to Wadham School in Somerset. All of the schools 
who took part in Girl Leading achieved fantastic things, and we 
are immensely proud of all of the young women who joined us 
at Somerset in April, and again at Mulberry in July.

Once again, we’d like to 
thank our partner schools,  
who supported this 
project with passion and 
determination from the 
beginning. We look forward 
to future Girl Leading events.

LEADING
Girl

Ayesha Begum and Abida Sultana 
host our Girl Leading Feedback Day
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MUN in NY
From 9th – 14th May, eight students in Year 10 
attended the Global Classrooms International 
Model United Nations Conference in New York. 
The students were Afsana Abedin 10RA, Mahreen 
Chaiwalla 10E, Saraah Jahan 10M, Jessica Sidratul 
10M, Sadia Kamaly 10Y, Nada Takkal El Ghaibouz 
10R, Nusrath Uddin 10M and Motahara Zanath 10E.

The students were allocated the Democratic People’s 
Republic of  Korea, commonly known as North 

Korea, as their delegate country. In the run up to the 
conference, they carried out extensive research on the 
country’s stance on major political and socio-economic issues, 
thoroughly immersing themselves in the diplomatic context 
of  the country. During the conference itself, they played the 
role of  UN ambassadors in a simulated diplomatic context, 
taking part in challenging debates with international delegates 
representing other countries and attempting to reach effective 
resolutions with other countries and groups of  countries. 
This year, Afsana and Jessica won an award for Honourable 
Mention in their committee on chemical weapons as a result 
of  their fantastic debate skills. 

Whilst in New York, students explored the city’s rich cultural 
and artistic life. Students visited key cultural and heritage sites 
including the Rockefeller Centre, the Statue of  Liberty and a 
city bus tour.

All students were fantastic ambassadors for Mulberry, 
approaching a challenging trip with poise, determination  
and a positive attitude. 

Mulberry is the lead UK school for the United Nations 
Global Classrooms Project, and delivers one of  the most 
extensive Model United Nations Programmes in the country. 
The second of  our two annual conferences for London schools 
and international schools took place on the 18th July.	

Year	11	students	receiving	awards	for	services	to	the	school	

Grenfell	Tower	Fire:	Community	Action	

Students	and	staff	at	Mulberry	were	shocked	and	deeply	saddened	by	the	fire	at	Grenfell	Tower	in	
West	London.	There	was	an	immediate	feeling	within	the	school	community	that	we	wanted	to	do	
something	to	help	the	victims	and	survivors	of	the	fire,	their	families	and	their	community.		

We	were	proud	to	see	former	Mulberry	students	getting	involved	in	the	charity	action	and	aid	work	
happening	across	the	city.	At	school,	students	were	invited	to	‘Wear	Green	for	Grenfell’,	wearing	a	
green	accessory	and	donating	£1	to	charities	supporting	the	relief	work,	including	the	Red	Cross.	
Some	of	the	students	from	our	SEND	cohort	made	and	sold	green	flower	badges	to	contribute	to	the	
fund.	In	total,	we	raised	over	£800.		

Action	continues,	with	students	attending	a	Grenfell	Tower	Action	Meeting	on	7th	July	to	plan	further	
community	work.	Students	worked	with	the	Extended	Learning	team	to	write	a	whole-school	
message	to	be	posted	on	the	memorial	wall	near	the	site	of	the	fire.	Students	also	wrote	to	our	local	
MP	Jim	Fitzpatrick,	asking	him	to	pledge	to	take	action	in	Parliament	to	advocate	for	measures	
designed	to	support	the	victims	and	survivors	of	the	fire,	and	to	support	a	review	of,	and	stricter	
legislation	around,	fire	safety	in	high-density	housing.	Finally,	students	wrote	to	the	newly	elected	
MP	for	Kensington,	Emma	Dent	Coad,	to	express	our	deepest	sympathies	for	the	victims	and	
survivors	of	the	fire,	and	their	families	and	community.	

Women	of	the	Future:	Marriott	Hotel	

We	were	delighted	to	be	invited	to	a	careers	learning	event	hosted	by	Women	of	the	Future	at	the	
Regent’s	Park	Marriott	Hotel	on	3rd	July.	5	Food	Technology	students	in	Year	10	had	the	opportunity	
to	hear	from	women	working	across	a	range	of	career	paths	within	Marriott;	they	had	a	tour	of	the	
hotel,	including	exclusive	areas	not	usually	open	to	guests,	and	had	a	Q&A	with	top	executives	in	
Sales	and	Human	Resources.	

Year 11 students receiving awards for services to the school

In her final address to Year 13, Dr Ogden told them 

‘If you need us and you call on us, we will be 
there… We will have your back’.

Graduation
In the last few weeks, Mulberry staff and students 
have been very proud to see our Year 9, 11 and 13 
students graduate. 

Year 9 graduated from Key Stage 3 and embarked on 
the first steps of  their journey to GCSE and beyond. 

Newly elected Head Prefect Samia Chowdhury, 9M, gave 
a speech reflecting on Year 9’s last three years, and the 
exciting opportunities and worthwhile challenges that lie 
ahead of  them.

Year 11 graduated from the Lower School. Many of them 
will remain with us for Sixth Form, and we look forward 
to helping them deepen their love of learning at Further 
Education level. Sixth Form is a challenging but rewarding 
time, full of exciting personal discovery and growth. We are 
pleased to be able to support so many of our Year 11s in 
this special time in their education. Some of our Year 11s 
are leaving us for pastures new: although we are sorry to say 
goodbye to them, we know they will go on to achieve great 
things, and we look forward to hearing about their adventures. 
There will always be a warm welcome for them at Mulberry. 
We were moved to see Tamanna Islam, 11B, give a beautiful 
speech in which she reflected on the amazing journey Year 11 
students have undergone in their time at Mulberry, and the 
exciting challenges and opportunities that lie ahead. 

It is with great pride that we say goodbye to our Year 13s 
as they go off to start new journeys in University and the 
world of work. Their destinations are as many and varied as 
the girls themselves, and reflect the breadth of their ambition 
and the depth of their determination. The event was organised 
and hosted by Head Prefect and Deputy Head Prefect Anisa 
Khalique and Samilah Nairah, with special performances from 
Fareha Miah and Sabrina Alasow. Form tutors and Heads 
of Year reflected on the girls’ courage, determination and 
perseverance as they’ve dealt with the challenges of Sixth Form 
studies. A picture emerged of a year group who are kind, caring 
and who never give up hope. 
At many points in the ceremony, students were reminded that 
‘once a Mulberry girl, always a Mulberry girl’. We hope that our 
Year 13s will bear that message in mind as they step into  
their futures.



		

Music	to	our	ears…	

It’s	been	a	busy	term	in	the	Music	department!	Read	on	to	hear	what	our	students	have	been	up	to.	
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Fire Is Not Far
On the 6th of April 2016, the Mulberry and Bigland 
Green Theatre opened its doors again for a 
one-off performance of “Fire Is Not Far”, a play 
about friendship, loss, courage and growing 
up. Anne-Louise Denyer wrote this moving play 
and worked tirelessly with a group of Pre-Entry 
and Entry Level Sixth Form students to awaken 
their theatrical buoyancy, flair and confidence. 
The performance included a dance from the 
KS4 Step Into Dance group, props made by our 
students in their alternative curriculum art lessons 
and, of course, a poem. It was a truly magical 
visual experience. Read on for a plot summary 
and excerpts from the script.

‘Fire and Sapling are best friends despite being so 
different: they appreciate each other for their differences 

and Sapling knows that Fire protects her, keeps her warm 
and makes her strong and brave. But one morning, Sapling 
wakes up and Fire is nowhere to be seen: distressed, cold and 
scared she embarks on a journey to find her friend Fire. On 
her way she meets the three Stars, who guide her through the 
night; Rain, who gives her strength; Wind, who scatters her 
seeds; the beautiful Flowers, who become supportive friends; 
and Thunder and Lightning, who bring the rising sun. All 
together they make Sapling realise that although her friend 
Fire is gone, she is all around and has left Sapling plenty of  
courage to tackle the world.’

The performance was concluded by the following poem, spoken 
and signed by the whole cast:
Fire is in the sun, the stars, the wind and the rain
In the air you breathe 
With every breath you take
Fire’s friendship gives you hope and cheer
There’s no more pain, no more fear.
You’ll see your friend fire in the sun above, 
Hear your friend fire whisper words of  love. 
You have learnt that your friendship has made you strong
If  you feel scared or alone, just sing this song. 

The success of this ambitious project lay in the rich, inspiring 
and truly inclusive collaboration between students of all ages and 
abilities. It was a delight to see our cast grow and develop with each 
rehearsal, learning from and with each other, culminating in their 
confident performance in front of their peers, parents and 
Mulberry staff.

Year 9 Project
We at the Berry Bugle look forward to the Year 9 
project every year, but this year in particular blew  
us away.

Our Year 9 project is an annual highlight of  the school 
calendar, and sees the whole of  Year 9 come together 

to create an original performance including drama, music, 
dance and art. Each form group contributes their own unique 
creative response to the stimulus given, and every student is 
expected to participate. This year’s theme was Female Explorers, 
and our fantastic Year 9 students introduced us to a range of  
incredible women who contributed many important things to our 
understanding of  the world.

Year 9 have worked exceptionally hard to pull off  two days of  
incredible performances, spending hours of  lesson time putting 
the performance together and rehearsing after school and during 
lunch breaks too. Our wonderful Music, Drama, Art and Dance 
teachers, as well as our School Specialism Team, have also worked 
round the clock to bring the Year 9 project to fruition.

We are very proud of  all that Year 9 and their teachers have 
achieved, and we congratulate everybody involved on another 
fantastic Year 9 project.
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Music to our ears…
It’s been a busy term in the Music department! 
Read on to hear what our students have been  
up to. 

Thursday 11th May – School of Rock
BTEC Performing Arts students and GCSE students went to see 
a fantastic matinée performance of  ‘School of  Rock’ at the New 
London Theatre. It was incredible to see how the child actors 
all played their instruments live in what was an inspiring, funny 
musical – we thoroughly recommend it!

Guildhall School of Music & Drama (GSMD) visits
We are very lucky to have an excellent relationship with the 
world-renowned Guildhall School of  Music & Drama (one 
of  the leading conservatoires in the country). GSMD sent 3 
leaders to work with one of  our Year 7 classes for 2 sessions 
this term. These sessions involved various rhythmic games and 
small-group composing (with a wide mix of  instruments used). 
Mr Reeve was particularly impressed with how many beginner 
musicians had the courage to perform in front of  their peers on 
new instruments. The end results were very impressive and it 
was inspiring to hear professional musicians performing to us, as 
well as talking about life at university. We hope to make a visit to 
GSMD soon.

Wednesday 5th July – Restore the Music: Battle of 
the Bands!
A talented group of  Mulberry students took part in the recent 
‘Battle of  the Bands’ hosted by Restore the Music UK, a charity 
that awarded Mulberry a grant towards its music provision this 
year. Mulberry’s band ‘Phazes’ performed their song ‘Who can 
I be?’ to an enthusiastic audience at Central Foundation Boys 
School. The song was penned as a school anthem, written 
especially for this competition. The judging panel praised the 
band for their excellent composition, with a representative from 
Sony Music commenting that their song could easily be a success 
in the charts. Unfortunately we were pipped to the first prize, 
with the band from Oasis Academy Shirley taking the title. We’ll 
be back to take the prize next year! 

Tuesday 11th July – Orchestras For All
7 students from our Senior Band took part in the national 
gathering for ‘Orchestras For All’ at Cecil Sharp House in 
Camden. They, along with hundreds of  students from across 
the UK, rehearsed and performed a selection of  pieces 
from ‘Pictures at an Exhibition’ by Mussorgsky as part of  
an enormous orchestra project. The girls have really pushed 
themselves in learning this type of  repertoire this year and we 
hope to have our very own Mulberry Orchestra in the future!

Thursday	11th	May	–	School	of	Rock	

BTEC	Performing	Arts	students	&	GCSE	students	went	to	see	a	fantastic	matinée	performance	of	
‘School	of	Rock’	at	the	New	London	Theatre.	It	was	incredible	to	see	how	the	child	actors	all	played	
their	instruments	live	in	what	was	an	inspiring,	funny	musical	–	we	thoroughly	recommend	it!	

	

Guildhall	School	of	Music	&	Drama	(GSMD)	visits	

We	are	very	lucky	to	have	an	excellent	relationship	with	the	world-renowned	Guildhall	School	of	
Music	&	Drama	(one	of	the	leading	conservatoires	in	the	country).	GSMD	sent	3	leaders	to	work	with	
one	of	our	Year	7	classes	for	2	sessions	this	term.	These	sessions	involved	various	rhythmic	games	
and	small-group	composing	(with	a	wide	mix	of	instruments	used).	Mr	Reeve	was	particularly	
impressed	with	how	many	beginner	musicians	had	the	courage	to	perform	in	front	of	their	peers	on	
new	instruments.	The	end	results	were	very	impressive	and	it	was	inspiring	to	hear	professional	
musicians	performing	to	us,	as	well	as	talking	about	life	at	university.	We	hope	to	make	a	visit	to	
GSMD	soon.	

	

Wednesday	5th	July	–	Restore	the	Music:	Battle	of	the	bands!	

A	talented	group	of	Mulberry	students	took	part	in	the	recent	‘Battle	of	the	Bands’	hosted	by	
Restore	the	Music	UK,	a	charity	that	awarded	Mulberry	a	grant	towards	its	music	provision	this	year.	
Mulberry’s	band	‘Phazes’	performed	their	song	‘Who	can	I	be?’	to	an	eager	audience	at	Central	
Foundation	Boys	School.	The	song	was	penned	as	a	school	anthem,	written	especially	for	this	
competition.	The	judging	panel	praised	the	band	for	their	excellent	composition,	with	a	
representative	from	Sony	Music	commenting	that	their	song	could	easily	be	a	success	in	the	charts.	
Unfortunately	we	were	pipped	to	the	first	prize,	with	the	band	from	Oasis	Academy	Shirley	taking	
the	title.	We’ll	be	back	to	take	the	prize	next	year!		

	

Tuesday	11th	July	–	Orchestras	For	All	

7	students	from	our	Senior	Band	took	part	in	the	national	gathering	for	‘Orchestras	For	All’	at	Cecil	
Sharp	House	in	Camden.	They,	along	with	hundreds	of	students	from	across	the	UK,	rehearsed	and	
performed	a	selection	of	pieces	from	‘Pictures	at	an	Exhibition’	by	Mussorgsky	as	part	of	an	
enormous	orchestra	project.	The	girls	have	really	pushed	themselves	in	learning	this	type	of	
repertoire	this	year	and	we	hope	to	have	our	very	own	Mulberry	Orchestra	in	the	future!	

	

	

Planning for Bright Futures with 
Mulberry Careers Fair
Mulberry Sixth Form held a Careers Fair on Friday 
16th June. Students met various employers 
and explored careers in the Arts, Law, Business, 
Banking, Media and Healthcare. 

They had the opportunity to talk to employers and met 
representatives from BP, Lloyds Banking Group, Hogan 

Lovells Law Firm, the English National Theatre, Barts Health 
and others. 

The event provided students with the opportunity to explore 
and learn about industries of  interest to them, to connect with 
employers and demonstrate their interpersonal, communication 
and professional etiquette skills. Students also explored different 

corporate cultures and got a sense of  where they may best fit, 
and what qualifications, skills, personal qualities and experiences 
they should strive to develop. This will help students to prepare 
for Year 13 by thinking about their plans beyond Mulberry, their 
UCAS applications and the summer holidays, which is a prime 
opportunity for students to engage in extracurricular activities. 

All students also attended workshops on creating a CV and 
employability skills, led by a team of  volunteers from Discovery 
Channel, to explore what employers want to see in applications 
and to explore personal qualities. Our volunteers also enjoyed 
working with our students and were very impressed by the 
confident and articulate young women they met.
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GCSE and A Level 
Art Exhibition
On Wednesday 28th June, our GCSE and  
A Level Art students hosted an exhibition of  
their examination work in the Mulberry and  
Bigland Green Centre.

At the exhibition, which was executed to a highly 
professional standard, students, staff  and community 

members had the chance to browse work by our A Level 
and GCSE cohort, including research projects and timed 
examination pieces. The walk-through exhibition was 
beautifully displayed in our theatre, with portfolios laid out on 
tables downstairs and larger paintings and artworks hanging in 
the gallery.

On 28th June, guests attending the exhibition were able to 
bid for students’ artworks, allowing students to experience 
what it’s like to be a professional artist selling work.

The quality of  work on display was exceptionally high – the 
range of  styles, techniques and influences students captured in 
their work is a testament to how dedicated they have been and 
how hard they have worked throughout their courses.

The exhibition remained on display throughout the week, 
and was visited by many members of  the school community.

	

	

	

	

Clifford	Chance	

On	Wednesday	5th	July,	a	group	of	10	students	in	Years	10	and	11	who	have	recently	taken	part	in	
our	Clifford	Chance	mentoring	programme	were	given	the	chance	to	visit	the	renowned	law	firm	to	
attend	a	panel	on	leadership,	at	which	our	CEO	Dr	Ogden	was	speaking.		

Our	students	were	able	to	hear	from	a	range	of	speakers	about	their	styles	of	leadership,	and	then	
spent	time	networking	with	employees	working	across	Clifford	Chance.		

Countdown to Mulberry UTC
We are now only weeks away from the opening of 
Mulberry UTC, the first new school in the Mulberry 
Schools Trust. As the summer holidays approach, 
Dr Vincent and the UTC staff team are working 
hard to make sure everything is ready for our 
students at the start of term in September. 

This includes preparations to move into our beautiful 
new building on Parnell Road in Bow. We are 

delighted with the final appearance of  the building, which 
has views of  Canary Wharf  and the City of  London at the 
front, and of  Stratford and the Olympic Park at the rear. 

Our contractors, Wates Construction, are busy putting 
the final touches to the building to ensure it provides our 
students with a creative, stimulating and innovative learning 
environment. Over the summer, the final pieces of  specialist, 
state of  the art equipment will be installed. This includes 
our simulated hospital ward, science labs, theatre and studio 
theatre, radio studio, animation studio and media editing suites.

 Our two UTC Vice Principals, Mr Rew and Ms Brian, 
are preparing a series of  training sessions for UTC staff. 
Our teachers are busy planning lessons, creating resources 
and ordering books and stationery. Students and parents, 
meanwhile, have been invited to induction sessions to learn 
more about the UTC’s curriculum, pastoral system and 
expectations for behavior and uniform. 

 The new school year for UTC students will start on 
Tuesday 5th September 2017. During their first week, 
students will take part in team-building activities in their tutor 
groups, as well as visits to some of  our partner organisations 
and taster lessons for their chosen specialist courses. This will 
ensure they hit the ground running when they start formal 
lessons the following week.

We are finding it hard to contain our excitement about the 
opening of  Mulberry UTC and can’t wait to see all of  our 
students when term starts in September.
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Year 12 Tideway Research  
and Crest Gold Award Project
This year our budding scientists across KS3 to 
KS5 embarked on a number of projects which 
gave them the opportunity to work along with 
established organisations and practitioners in 
the field of science. This allowed them to gain 
valuable training as they begin to explore a  
career in science and it helped them to 
determine how they can make meaningful 
contributions to their community.  

The first project included an Ecological study of  
lifestyle activities and their impact on the river 

Thames. Our Year 12 Biology students collaborated with 
Tideway Engineering Company to conduct research which 
explored the views of  the community and the impact 
their lifestyles have on the flora and fauna of  immediate 
ecosystems linked to the river. Each person had an individual 
challenge to determine:

•  How sewage discharge affects wildlife and the  
wider community

• The science and history of  the ecosystems 
•  How data could be used to find out what people think/

know about the river Thames and how it affects their 
everyday life

•  Identify an audience and design a communication activity 
(audio visual) to explain the science involved and the 
impact the Tideway project will have on the environment

During British Science Week their project culminated in 
presentations of  their findings to different year groups where 
students were motivated to change attitudes and lifestyles 
starting with us in the community. We recognise the hard work 
and dedication of  these girls and we applaud their effort in 
using their interest in science to educate those around them.

Students said it best in their assembly presentation, where 
they stated “Young people’s minds work in mysterious ways 
because they are always flooded with ideas. However, on the 
occasions when enthusiasm is coupled with creativity and 
an interest in science, they are capable of  improving their 
environment and inventing the most incredible technologies”.

Year 9 Silver Crest 
Award project
Our Year 9 group explored and learned about 
Sustainable Drainage Systems (SuDS) and how 
the use of these systems on the Mulberry School 
grounds sets a good example for other  
established working compounds in East London.

	

	

Year	9	Silver	Crest	Award	project	

Our	year	9	group	explored	and	learned	about	Sustainable	Drainage	Systems	(SuDS)	and	how	the	
use	of	these	systems	on	the	Mulburry	School	grounds	sets	a	good	example	for	other	established	
working	compounds	in	East	London.	

	

	

Bridge the Gap 
Medical training
Our aspiring doctors and dentists visited Queen 
Mary University for the second round of their 
“Bridge the Gap” training sessions to gain hands 
on experiences in Ophthalmology, Dental 
Radiography, Venepuncture, Suturing and 
Biomedical Engineering.

	

	

Year	9	Silver	Crest	Award	project	

Our	year	9	group	explored	and	learned	about	Sustainable	Drainage	Systems	(SuDS)	and	how	the	
use	of	these	systems	on	the	Mulburry	School	grounds	sets	a	good	example	for	other	established	
working	compounds	in	East	London.	

	

	

Bridge	the	Gap	Medical	training	

Our	aspiring	doctors	and	dentists	visited	Queen	Mary	University	for	the	second	round	of	their	
“Bridge	the	Gap”	training	sessions	to	gain	hands	on	experiences	in	Ophthalmology,	Dental	
Radiography,	Venepuncture,	Suturing	and	Biomedical	Engineering.	

	

Stepping	into	the	World	of	Work	

Mulberry	Sixth	Form	held	a	Careers	Fair	on	Friday	16th	June.	Students	met	various	employers	and	
explored	careers	in	the	Arts,	Law,	Business,	Banking,	Media	and	Healthcare.		They	had	the	
opportunity	to	talk	to	employers	and	met	representatives	from	BP,	Lloyds	Banking	Group,	Hogan	
Lovells	Law	Firm,	the	English	National	Theatre,	Barts	Health	and	others.		

The	event	provided	students	with	the	opportunity	to	explore	and	learn	about	industries	of	interest	
to	them,	to	connect	with	employers	and	demonstrate	their	interpersonal,	communication	and	
professional	etiquette	skills.	Students	also	explored	different	corporate	cultures	and	got	a	sense	of	
where	they	may	best	fit,	and	what	qualifications,	skills,	personal	qualities	and	experiences	they	
should	strive	to	develop.	This	will	help	students	to	prepare	for	Year	13	by	thinking	about	their	plans	
beyond	Mulberry,	their	UCAS	applications	and	the	summer	holidays,	which	is	a	prime	opportunity	
for	students	to	engage	in	extracurricular	activities.		

All	students	also	attended	workshops	on	creating	a	CV,	and	Employability	Skills	lead	by	a	team	of	
volunteers	from	Discovery	Channel.	Students	worked	with	Senior	Directors,	Managers,	HR	Managers	
and	other	colleagues	from	Discovery	Channel	to	explore	what	employers	want	to	see	in	applications	
and	to	explore	personal	qualities.	Our	volunteers	also	enjoyed	working	with	our	students	and	were	
very	impressed	by	the	confident	and	articulate	young	women	they	met.		

GCSE	and	A	Level	Art	Exhibition	

On	Wednesday	28th	June,	our	GCSE	and	A	Level	Art	students	hosted	an	exhibition	of	their	
examination	work	in	the	Mulberry	and	Bigland	Green	Centre.	

At	the	exhibition,	which	was	executed	to	a	highly	professional	standard,	students,	staff	and	
community	members	had	the	chance	to	browse	work	by	our	A	Level	and	GCSE	cohort,	including	
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Women of the 
Future: Marriott Hotel
We were delighted to be invited to a careers 
learning event hosted by Women of the Future at 
the Regent’s Park Marriott Hotel on 3rd July. 

Five Food Technology students in Year 10 had the 
opportunity to hear from women working across a range 

of  career paths within Marriott; they had a tour of  the hotel, 
including exclusive areas not usually open to guests, and had 
a Q&A with top executives in Sales and Human Resources.

Students learned a lot about the hospitality and catering 
industry, and were particularly struck by the range of  benefits and 
opportunities that Marriott as a company offers to its employees. 
Students asked questions about progression paths, promotions, 
training opportunities and job satisfaction – the frank and 
detailed answers they were given helped them gain a real insight 
into the industry.

We’d like to thank the team at Marriott Regent’s Park, and our 
friends at Women of  the Future, for another fantastic opportunity 
to broaden our horizons.

Clifford Chance
On Wednesday 5th July, a group of 10 students in 
Years 10 and 11 who have recently taken part in 
our Clifford Chance mentoring programme were 
given the chance to visit the renowned law firm to 
attend a panel on leadership, at which our CEO 
Dr Ogden was speaking. 

Our students were able to hear from a range of  
speakers about their styles of  leadership, and then 

spent time networking with employees working across 
Clifford Chance.

Students	learned	a	lot	about	the	hospitality	and	catering	industry,	and	were	particularly	struck	by	
the	range	of	benefits	and	opportunities	that	Marriott	as	a	company	offers	to	its	employees.	Students	
asked	questions	about	progression	paths,	promotions,	training	opportunities	and	job	satisfaction	–	
the	frank	and	detailed	answers	they	were	given	helped	them	gain	a	real	insight	into	the	industry.	

We’d	like	to	thank	the	team	at	Marriott	Regent’s	Park,	and	our	friends	at	Women	of	the	Future,	for	
another	fantastic	opportunity	to	broaden	our	horizons.	

	

Equality	matters	at	MUN	

On	18th	July,	Mulberry	hosted	London	state	schools	and	international	schools	for	the	second	of	our	
two	annual	Model	United	Nations	conferences.	This	year’s	summer	conference	focused	on	the	
theme	of	equality	for	women	and	girls,	drawing	together	key	topics	such	as	poverty,	health,	
education	and	violence.	

Within	the	MUN	programme,	students	are	able	to	learn	about	the	structure	and	functions	of	
the	United	Nations	through	assuming	the	roles	of	UN	council	members.	Students	are	
allocated	to	countries	in	advance,	and	are	expected	to	spend	considerable	time	researching	
their	country’s	stance	on	the	conference	topic.	Students	also	undertake	training	on	the	
processes	and	procedures	of	UN	committees.	On	the	day	of	the	conference,	students	are	
required	to	engage	in	fast-paced,	often	intense	debates	with	council	members	representing	
other	countries.	They	must	represent	the	opinions	of	their	allocated	country,	even	if	these	
opinions	do	not	align	with	their	personal	attitude	towards	the	conference	topic.	

	Remember you can have your writing 
published in the Berry Bugle. 
If  you’ve written something you’d like to see published, 
please email your article to: 
hgreen@mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk – or come  
to the Women’s Education Office and speak to  
Holly Green.

France Trip 2017
From 28th – 30th June 2017, a group of Year 9 
French students visited Normandy in France. All of 
us had been really looking forward to the trip for 
months, and it exceeded our expectations. 

In my opinion, the most fun and memorable part of  the trip 
was visiting a goats’ cheese farm. It might sound strange 

to you – it definitely sounded strange to us at first – but upon 
arriving there we realised that we had underestimated how 
interesting it would be. We met a man called Toni who owned 
the farm. He talked to us in French about the farm and his 
goats, and with his help we were able to translate what he said.

 We also met the goats, and the bravest amongst us were able 
to feed them and brush their coats. I was nervous at first and it 
felt a bit strange, but I was glad that I did it. One student called 
Nabilah even helped to milk the goats, and drank fresh goats’ 
milk, which was a really memorable experience.

 We had many other experiences, such as visiting the 
aquarium and going to the beach. We improved our French 
speaking skills a lot, especially when talking to people in shops. 
Overall, the trip was really fun and educational.

By Jabiah, Yasmin, Hanifa, Nabilah, Yousra, 
Amina in 9L and Khadijah in 9E

Grenfell  
Tower Fire: 
Community Action
Students and staff at Mulberry were shocked and 
deeply saddened by the fire at Grenfell Tower in 
West London. There was an immediate feeling 
within the school community that we wanted to 
do something to help the victims and survivors of 
the fire, their families and their community. 

We were proud to see former Mulberry students 
getting involved in the charity action and aid work 

happening across the city. At school, students were invited 
to ‘Wear Green for Grenfell’, wearing a green accessory and 
donating £1 to charities supporting the relief  work, including 
the Red Cross. Some of  our students made and sold green 
flower badges to contribute to the fund. In total, we raised 
over £800. 

Action continues, with students attending a Grenfell Tower 
Action Meeting on 7th July to plan further community work. 
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The Berry Bugle loves student writing! If  you would like to contribute to the next edition, please contact the editor:  
hgreen@mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk

Please direct enquiries to the editor:

Holly Green
hgreen@mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk
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Equality matters at MUN
On 18th July, Mulberry hosted London state 
schools for the second of our two annual Model 
United Nations conferences. This year’s summer 
conference focused on the theme of equality 
for women and girls, drawing together key topics 
such as poverty, health, education and violence.

Within the MUN programme, students are able to 
learn about the structure and functions of  the 

United Nations through assuming the roles of  UN 
council members. Students are allocated to countries 
in advance, and are expected to spend considerable time 
researching their country’s stance on the conference topic. 
Students also undertake training on the processes and 
procedures of  UN committees. On the day of  the conference, 
students are required to engage in fast-paced, often intense 
debates with council members representing other countries. 
They must represent the opinions of  their allocated country, 

even if  these opinions do not align with their personal attitude 
towards the conference topic.

MUN provides a stimulating atmosphere in which students 
are challenged to hone their research, debate and presentation 
skills, and to thoroughly understand crucial aspects of  
international politics and diplomacy. 

This year’s summer conference was an exciting, well 
organised and stimulating event, drawing together some of  the 
best young debaters in the UK. We were delighted to be joined 
for the first time by a delegation from Green Spring Academy 
Shoreditch, who provided delegates for committees and two 
aspiring young journalists for our Press Team. Students from 
Seven Kings School and Robert Clack School joined Mulberry 
students as committee Chairs, guiding the debate competently 
and professionally.

We thank all of  our delegates and their schools for joining us, 
and look forward to the next MMUN conference in  
winter 2017.

Mulberry Arts Conference  
in its Second Year
On Thursday 13th July, students from Mulberry and 
four other schools attended the second annual 
Mulberry Arts Conference at the Mulberry and 
Bigland Green Centre. This year, the conference 
put the spotlight on the film and television 
industries, and focused on the continuing lack of 
diversity within these industries. 

A group of  committed and passionate Mulberry 
students took a lead role in planning the conference, 

which challenged everyone who attended to think about 
how we can all make sure that everyone in our society is 
equally represented on screen.  

We were joined for the conference by leading professionals 
from across the film and television sectors, including director 
Phyllida Lloyd, actress Cush Jumbo, producer Ado Yoshizaki 

Cassuto and cinematographer Anna Valdez Hanks, who spoke 
inspiringly about their careers and what they are doing to make 
sure that diversity is championed on screen. 

Following a stimulating morning of  discussions, students 
were given the opportunity to learn practical skills in a range 
of  workshops focusing on everything from 3D animation 
to scriptwriting and camera skills. The creators of  the recent 
Channel 4 hit Ackley Bridge also ran a fantastic workshop on 
how they develop characters for the series.

As the conference drew to a close, students reflected on 
what they had learned throughout the day, and each delegate 
was asked to make a pledge to do something differently as 
a result of  the day’s conversations. We hope that many of  
our attendees will be inspired to become the film makers, 
producers, writers and animators of  the future.


