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Mulberry School for Girls is 
delighted to announce that we 
have been graded Outstanding 
by Ofsted following an inspec-
tion in July 2013. Achievement 
of  pupils, quality of  teaching, 
behaviour and safety of  pupils, 
and leadership and manage-
ment were all given the highest 
possible rating of  ‘1’. 

The report praised the “excep-
tional leadership” of  the head 

teacher, Dr Vanessa Ogden, 
and the “constantly improving 
quality of  education” which 
can be seen at Mulberry. Stu-
dents make “rapid progress” in 
lessons and a high proportion 
are “exceeding” expectations. 
Teaching has improved from 
good to outstanding since the 
previous inspection in 2010. 

The inspectors described 
Mulberry pupils as “highly 

ambitious, confident and prin-
cipled” young women who 
are “well informed about em-
ployment and cultural oppor-
tunities” thanks to links with 
business leaders, artists and in-
ternational organisations. The 
report also noted the “excep-
tional” social, moral, cultural 
and spiritual development of  
pupils and the “extensive” sup-
port on offer for parents.

Wild, Wild Women 
Mulberry enjoys tenth annual intergenerational arts project with Magic Me at The Women’s Library.

Samilah Naira, 9B
Magic Me is a project in which 
Year 9 students work with 
older women from our local 
community to create an artis-
tic production. This year the 
title was ‘Wild, Wild Women’. 

Of  course, most of  us were 
confused when artists Sue and 
Polly sat down with us with tea 
and biscuits to talk. It wasn’t 
like a normal drama produc-
tion when you’re up on your 
feet working. It was different. 

When we saw the older wom-
en at first, we were hesitant 
to talk to them but once we 
started we couldn’t stop. They 
weren’t reserved old grannies 
who wanted nothing to do 
with us, but quite the opposite. 
They were just like us! They 
were in their 60s and 80s, but 
soon enough age just became 
a number. 

They talked to us, really talked 
to us. We found ourselves en-
chanted by their stories. If  
anything it was a surprise that 
they trusted us with so much. 
With every word they said we 
realised how lucky we were to 
even get the opportunity to 
meet them. Our world, that 
barely stretched past east Lon-
don, grew.

Our words became the base 
of  our drama production and 
our friendship became the ties 
that pulled the whole thing to-
gether. Magic Me wasn’t just a 
club, it was a place where we 
were free to talk without any 
restrictions and our voices 
were heard without reluctance. 
I’ll tell you now, you’ll never 
meet anyone like those women 
anywhere else. They really are 
the gems hidden away behind 
the old, cranky, stereotypical 
grandmas we all imagine. 

To the next year’s Magic Me 
group, what type of  tea do you 
like? Prepare for tea, biscuits 
and some of  the most amaz-
ing, wild, wild women you’ll 
ever come across!

Magic Me participants perform at the Kobi Nazrul Centre.
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Nadira Begum, 10M

In June 2013, students from 
Years 10 and 12 went on a trip 
to Berlin, and I would like to 
share our experience with you. 
When we arrived, our tour 
guide showed us the sights and 
the German bear gave us a spe-
cial wave. It was also brought 
to our notice that Barack 
Obama was visiting Berlin to 
mark the 50th anniversary of  
President Kennedy’s “Ich bin 
ein Berliner” speech.

Then we went for a walking 
tour, which included a visit to 
the Berlin Wall (that separated 
West Berlin from East Berlin), 
the Reichstag (the government 
building) and the Holocaust 
memorial, which was stagger-
ing in its meaning and beauty.

The next day, we made our 
way to the Topography of  Ter-
ror which documents the ter-
rors of  Nazi Germany. ‘Check-
point Charlie’ was our next 
destination, this was a cross-
ing point between East and 
West Berlin and the museum 
showed us stories of  people 
who tried to escape East Ber-
lin. After dinner at the hotel, 
we entered the Reichstag dome 
from which we could see Ber-
lin. 

On our fourth day, we ex-
plored a Berlin bunker which 
was fascinating as we saw ar-
tefacts from World War Two. 
Then the DDR museum 
brought us forward to the 
time when the Berlin wall di-
vided the city; the displays re-
ally brought the lives of  people 
in communist East Germany 
closer. Many of  us wore clothes 
from the period and some sat 
in an East German car. 

I would like to thank Ms 
Skelhorne for making this trip 
possible and to all the teachers 
who made the trip a memora-
ble one.

Ich Bin Ein Berliner

Shara Uddin, 12DA

In January 2013, Mulberry 
welcomed the great, award 
winning, English crime writer, 
Baroness P.D. James to the new 
Mulberry School & Bigland 
Green Centre. She presented  a 
master class which emphasised 
the importance of  reading and 
the role it played in her life. 

P.D. James had always known 
that she wanted to be a writer, 
however, she did not start writ-
ing until much later on due to 
her varied career as a Hospital 
Administrator, Patron of  the 
Prayer Book Society, Mag-
istrate of  the Home Office 
and Baroness at the House of  
Lords. Nursing her husband 
until his death after he re-
turned from World War II with 
a mental illness. Looking after 
their young family consumed 

most of  her time, and this in-
spired many of  the students 
and teachers at the event. 

The 93 year old writer held 
the audience’s attention while 
discussing her latest murder 
mystery mash-up novel named 
Death Comes To Pemberley (based 
on her favourite novel Pride and 
Prejudice). P.D. James told the 
audience that putting aspects 
of  herself  in her work made 
plotting and writing much eas-
ier as she is able to share the 
emotions and personal experi-
ences of  the different charac-
ters.

When asked whether the ac-
ceptance of  terrible things that 
man does to man has made her 
lose all faith in humanity, she 
replied, “I absolutely have not 
given up on humanity and am 
indeed both fascinated and in-
spired by it”; Baroness James 

said she found murder fasci-
nating because it is the “ability 
to cross the line” which makes 
crime fiction so popular. P.D. 
James shared the significance 
of  crime novels with the audi-
ence, explaining how they of-
ten rid people of  their worries 
and provide them with answers 
and resolutions. She stated that 
her passion for life never fal-
tered and it was reading and 
writing that had sustained her 
in difficult circumstances.

Students were left stunned 
by her contributions to soci-
ety and the  responsibilities the 
writer had fulfilled as a single 
mother. One student said that 
the session was “motivating” 
and had encouraged her to 
“read more” and “adopt writ-
ing as a hobby”. 

Fascinated by Humanity
Mulberry History students visit the Reichstag in Berlin.
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Geography students explore a mountain environment in Wales.

A group of  Year 9 and 10 stu-
dents took the film Justice in 
Action to the People’s Film Fes-
tival (TPFF) in Harlem, New 
York during the May half  term. 

The film was made by six 
young women from Mulberry 
School in 2012, who walked 
the paths where war and gen-
ocide took place in Bosnia to 
find out what justice means to 
those who most want it. TPFF 
celebrates the power of  docu-
mentary films when made by 
the people.  Justice in Action was 
screened on Saturday 1st June 
at the Maysles Documentary 
Centre in Harlem and was well 
received by the audience. 

The screening was followed 

by a question and answer ses-
sion with the film-makers, dur-
ing which there was discussion 
about how, at a time when the 
youth are perceived to be un-
interested in the world, this 
project successfully demon-
strates how young people have 
a role in positive world change.

Justice in Action won ‘Best In-
ternational Documentary’ at 
the festival. After the success 
of  the film in New York, Justice 
in Action was selected to be part 
of  the Cutting East Festival, a 
strand of  the East End Film 
Festival celebrating films made 
by the youth of  Tower Ham-
lets. The film was screened at 
the Genesis Cinema on Satur-

Justice in Action Wins Film Accolade

Mulberry’s Mountain Adventure
Sadeqah Begum, 10U

Mulberry’s Geography GCSE 
classes went on a four day trip 
to Wales to an adventure cen-
tre called Colomendy, run by 

an organisation called Kings-
wood. This trip was a chance 
for us Geographers to experi-
ence the mountain environ-
ments that we have been learn-
ing about since the beginning 

of  the year. 
To broaden our understand-

ing, we walked halfway up a 
mountain in Snowdonia Na-
tional Park and saw with our 
own eyes some breath-taking 

glaciation features. We also 
learnt about the impact on 
the environment, for example 
tourists like us walking along 
the mountain environment 
causes erosion to the terrain.  

I enjoyed Wales as it was a 
chance to experience life out-
side east London. Not only 
were the views from the moun-
tains eye watering it was also 
very interesting to see stuff  
that we have been taught about 
right in front of  our eyes.

Would I recommend this trip 
to future Geographers? YES! 
With a big exclamation mark! 
Trips like this are a great expe-
rience and you learn geography 
in a fun and realistic way. 

A thank you to the teachers 
who accompanied and super-
vised us on the trip, you were 
all a great help. A thank you 
to all the Kingswood workers 
for making this the most fun 
experience ever, and finally, a 
big thank you to Mr Bishop 
for organising such an amazing 
trip. We would have not experi-
enced something like this with-
out you. 

day 29th June 2013 and we also 
hosted a seven day screening 
at the Mulberry and Bigland 

Green Centre for members of  
the local community. 

The film-makers proudly display their award.
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A group of  Year 12 students 
presented Under Pressure, a 
magazine they created in a 
Shape Your Culture project, at 
the Houses of  Parliament on 
12th July 2013. The magazine 
explores peer pressure and cel-
ebrates diverse beauty in east 
London. 

Extract from What is Beauty? 
by Zakiah Begum 
Real beauty isn’t about sym-
metry or weight or makeup; 
it’s about looking life right in 
the face and seeing all its mag-
nificence reflected in your own. 
People need to discover them-
selves rather than paint over 
themselves. Beauty comes in 
all forms; age, weight or race 
shouldn’t affect that.

Young women today are 
bombarded with hundreds of  
messages about how they must 

look in order to be accepted in 
society. This distorts our ideas 
not only of  beauty, but also of  
what is natural and normal.  We 
should want depth of  character 
not depth of  lashes. We should 
support each other to stand tall 
rather than criticise. 

Why do many people still seek 
this kind of  beauty? Just be-
cause they think that the only 
way they will be accepted is by 
their physical appearance? But 
… are the values that the me-
dia broadcasts correct? Does 
this beauty really exist? Wom-
en are capable of  much more 
than being looked at. There 
is more than meets the eye. 
Why should we have to grin 
and bear it? Let’s make a world 
where beauty is the expression 
of  individuality and not a cause 
of  anxiety. 

Shape Your 
Culture

Students who wish to contribute to the next issue, 
please contact the editor, Jo Latham.
jlatham@mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk

Design:

andy@pickandypick.com

Printing:

Hamida Haque 12HK 
& Afsana Islam 12DA

During the Year 12 Explor-
ing Beyond Mulberry week, 
we were fortunate to see many 
theatre productions.

 War Horse at the New London 
Theatre was originally a book 
written by Michael Morpurgo 
and then adapted into a stage 
production. It has become one 
of  the most well known and 

popular theatre productions in 
the West End. The use of  pup-
pets was a factor which made 
this play unique. The puppets 
were life size and it was amaz-
ing to see Joey, the horse, being 
brought to life.

We also had the chance to 
meet the puppeteers before-
hand, which gave us an insight 
into the incredible skill needed 
to be puppeteer.

The following night we 

watched Some Like it Hip Hop 
at the Peacock Theatre. The 
play was told through different 
forms of  dance such as crump-
ing, street and contemporary 
dance. We all loved watching 
this play as it was so exhilarat-
ing due to the energy of  all the 
performers.

The AS Drama students were 
studying Othello and had the 
chance to watch a production 
at the National Theatre. We an-

Absorbed by Theatre ticipated the play would be dif-
ficult to understand, as we are 
not studying it, but due to the 
brilliant acting, which helped 
to express the Shakespearean 
language, we completely un-
derstood the play and were to-
tally absorbed by it. 

Our week exploring different 
areas showed us that we were 
unaware of  some of  the op-
portunities available to us. It 
broadened our knowledge of  
all the museums, parks, galler-
ies and theatres that are on our 
doorstep!

Extract from 
What does the hijab mean to me? 
by Fataha Begum
Hijab is a sense of  pride in 
my religion. Women wear it to 
dress modestly outside of  the 
home. People need to know 
that the hijab is a symbol of  
liberation not suppression; 
this is the freedom from being 
judged on appearance. We wear 
a hijab because we want to, not 
because we have to! It’s our way 
of  expressing our culture as the 
hijab is a way of  recognising a 
Muslim woman.

It is a personal choice to be 
beautiful to Allah, rather than 
to people. And it is a choice to 
cover and dignify the body Al-
lah gave you, rather than give in 
to a culture that teaches women 
they are to be sex objects.

Though women are judged on 
appearance more than men, in 
Islam men have a responsibility 
to be modest as well. Both men 
and women should lower their 
gaze and should not judge peo-
ple based on the type of  cloth-
ing they wear.

View the full magazine online at http://www.shapeyourculture.org.uk/exclusive-under-pressure-zine-is-out-now/

The SYC group share their project at Southbank in March.


