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Good Morning, Ministers
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was one about women’s rep-
resentation in the House of  
Commons, as Mulberry loves 
to be passionate about wom-
en’s leadership. I personally 
asked a question to Nick Clegg 
about the availability of  intern-
ships to those without family 
or business connections. Apart 
from this, students had a cheer-
ful breakfast with the two spe-
cial visitors; there were plenty 
of  laughs and it certainly was a 
delightful morning. 

We are all exceptionally privi-
leged to be here at Mulberry. 
This is evident in the interest-

Nusrath Hassan, 10U

The new school year began 
in September with the usual 
excitement among the Year 
7s and nerves building up for 
those in Year 11. However, 
on the first day back at school 
there was a rather special visit 
happening, making both the 
staff  and students thrill with 
excitement here at Mulberry. 
With anticipation we found out 
that our visitors were the Dep-
uty Prime Minister, Nick Clegg, 
and the newly appointed Edu-
cation Minister, David Laws! 
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Nick Clegg and David Laws enjoy breakfast with Mulberry pupils - Cabinet Offfice.

At the end of  two very inspir-
ing speeches from the special 
visitors, there was plenty of  
time for students to ask ques-
tions and get a personal answer 
from Clegg and Laws. This was 
a chance for our curious stu-
dents to ask thoughtful ques-
tions. Amongst the questions 

Nick Clegg and David Laws 
were kindly welcomed by staff, 
students and parents as well as 
members of  the Tower Ham-
lets Council into our school. 
This was a tremendous and 
once in a lifetime experience to 
have a chat, and a filling break-
fast, with the two Liberal Dem-
ocrat Ministers, who are vital to 
the Government. 

So, why were they coming to 
visit Mulberry? Clegg and Laws 
were here to discuss extra fund-
ing to promote social mobil-
ity through the Government’s 
Pupil Premium programme. 

“ I wish I could 
bottle what 
you have for 
every school.” 
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Maria Amrin and Promee Reza were involved in an event organised by Plan at Southbank Centre for the first Inter-
national Day of the Girl. They assisted in a photography workshop, and spoke in the Clore Ballroom - Yemisi Blake.

Pupils met female scientists, ranging from palaeontologists 
to engineers, at our Women’s Science Summit in October 
- THP Photo Imaging.

Participants in the Magic Me project, including Afsana 
Begum (pictured), saw their work on display at a Euro-
pean Commission exhibition  - Helen Jermyn / Magic Me.

Sixth Form students visited The Women’s Library to research the history of women’s movements; they signed up 
in support of the Save The Women’s Library campaign, as it is in danger of being moved - Martin Lesanto-Smith.    



ing and inspirational speech-
es made by Nick Clegg and 
David Laws. Lots of  great 
things were said about Mul-
berry, with such great passion 
from the special guests. The 
Education Minister described 
how ‘when I went into the De-
partment of  Education yester-
day for the first time to meet 
the special adviser to my new 
boss, I mentioned that I was 
visiting Mulberry School the 
next day, and he said “oh yes, 
that’s a brilliant school”’. The 
Deputy Prime Minister said ‘I 
wish I could bottle what you 
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have for every school’, because 
of  the wonderful community 
learning provided at Mulberry. 
Clegg also mentioned ‘I wish 
the 23,000 other schools in 
this country could be like this 
one’, which clearly shows how 
remarkable Mulberry really is. 
Many thanks to Dr Ogden, 
and to the staff, for motivating 
students to strive to do well in 
the future. In the words of  the 
Head Teacher, this occasion re-
ally did help pupils gain ‘a great 
deal of  confidence’. It was a 
memorable morning for Mul-
berry School.

Shortlisted 
Students Con-
gratulated by  
Deputy Prime 
Minister

Another two students had 
the pleasure of  meeting Nick 
Clegg this term, when they 
were shortlisted for the Face 
to Faith essay competition. Fa-
tima Begum and Farhana Kha-
tun from Mulberry Sixth Form 
wrote thoughtful, passionate 

Judo is a fun and safe sport suit-
able for people of  all ages. It is 
especially beneficial for children, 
improving fitness and flexibility, 
co-ordination, respect for oth-
ers, self-confidence, discipline 
and strength.

Ricky Haynes founded the 
Kelmscott Judo Club in Mark-
house Road, Walthamstow, in 
1981. He now teaches Judo in 
various schools, including Mul-
berry.  He has trained many from 
beginners to black belts and has 
been voted the British Judo As-
sociation’s Coach of  the Year 

Our Number One Judo Coach

essays in response to the state-
ment: ‘Learning about Reli-
gion is an important part of  a 
Holistic Education in the 21st 
Century’. Nick Clegg said ‘it 
was a pleasure to meet with 
Fatima and Farhana and 
congratulate them on their 
essays. The topics on offer 
were tricky ones, but both 
girls rose ably to the chal-
lenge. Their writing was of  a 
very high standard and I was 
delighted to be able to con-
gratulate them in person.’

Illustration by Shara Nahreen, 10L

2012. Congratulations Ricky!
Ricky Haynes has worked in 

Mulberry for about eight years, 
and will hopefully continue to. 
He helps GCSE PE students to 
achieve excellent grades and he 
always tries to encourage us to 
do our best. He is one hundred 
percent energetic and enthusi-
astic, which makes us feel more 
motivated by learning from 
his experience. The fact that 
he makes us repeat the moves 
at the beginning of  every les-
son shows his determination 
in supporting our success and 
helping us reach our grades and 
goals. We always leave the les-
son having learned something 
new about either the principles 
of  Judo, or a new move such as 
O Goshi, Uchi Mata and Hari 
Goshi. 

We agree that Ricky Haynes 
is the best coach as he is de-
termined, focussed, motivated, 
energetic, enthusiastic and fun! 
From all the Judo students 
in Mulberry, thank you for all 
your work and determination 
and we wish you all the best - 
you will always be our number 
one Judo teacher.

Sanjida Akther & Fatima Laskar, 10L
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Mulberry School for Girls 
Welcomes New Students and 
Teachers into our Community

Interview with New Teachers
What made you want to come to Mulberry 
school for girls?
Mr Bailey: I wanted to move to London 
from Manchester and when I came for the 
interview everyone was really friendly. 
Ms Mann: I knew it was an excellent school, 
with lots of things to get involved in.
Ms Saeed: Mulberry is a very successful 
girls’ school.

What do you think of Mulberry now that 
you’re here?
Mr Bailey: Busy, I’m getting lost less, but 
I’m still getting used to the early mornings. 
Everyone is hard-working, and it seems like 
everyone wants to get to know me. 
Ms Mann: I feel very welcome and am 
very much enjoying teaching you all. It’s 
even better than I thought it would be! I 
was lucky enough to help out with Model 
UN recently and was so impressed at the 
standard of the discussion and the level of 
professionalism shown by our students.
Ms Saeed: I am really enjoying every lesson 
that I teach.

What is your favourite thing about being a 
teacher at Mulberry?
Mr Bailey: I think the building is great! 
Ms Mann: Working with students, who are 
all wonderful.
Ms Saeed: The girls are very responsive and 
enjoy active lessons; I cherish the learning 
moments.

What is your overall opinion of Mulberry? 
Mr Bailey: I can see why politicians visit 
Mulberry - the students enjoy being here 
and I’m enjoying working here!
Ms Mann: I’m very proud to be part of it.
Ms Saeed: Everyday I look forward coming 
to Mulberry School to teach my lessons.

Year 7s enjoy their break-time under the Mulberry tree.

“ Year 9s from 
each form are 
selected to 
work with the 
Year 7s to help 
them feel com-
fortable with the 
move.”

Almitra Simpson & Sanaa 
Elrrakik, 9B

In September 2012, Mulberry 
School for Girls welcomed a new 
set of  Year 7s as well as a few 
new teachers into its community. 
Just two weeks in we visited 7R, 
to interview the new-comers. 

The girls of  7R had great 

things to say about their experi-
ence so far, with the whole class 
confirming that Mulberry is a 
place that they would encourage 
students to attend. We asked the 
girls a few questions, in a ques-
tionnaire form. One of  the ques-
tions we asked was ‘How has it 
been as a Year 7 student at Mul-
berry so far?’ Anjumah replied ‘’I 
have been so grateful at Mulber-
ry, I have learnt a lot of  things.’’ 
What a great response!

 Mulberry has also introduced 
peer mentors to the Year 7s. Two 
Year 9s from each form are se-
lected to work with the Year 7s 
to help them feel comfortable 
with the move and to let them 
know that if  they have problems, 
they have a student who is there 
to help.  The students of  7R 
more or less all gave the same re-
sponse to having peer mentors; 
they enjoy that they have some-
one, as well as their teachers, to 
help and sort out their problems.
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Jan Grasty, President of UN Women and 
keynote speaker.
“I think we must look at cultural 
practices that split men from women. I 
think it’s important that we women and 
girls can have the same opportunities 
and feel confident.”

Fatima El-Meeyuf, Secretary General.
The opening speech “was really nerve 
wracking but after I got into it, it was 
an honour to speak in front of such 
amazing, inspirational delegates.”

Naeem Patel, Committee Chair.
“As a man I feel women’s rights are 
quite devalued, especially with peers 
my age. [But] within my committee I’ve 
seen a lot of women dominating the 
room.”

Aua Hudaid, Saudi Arabian delegate.
“It’s really cold and rainy! [But] we feel 
pretty inspired and learnt so many new 
things.”

MUN: Leaders of Tomorrow
Anesa Butt, 13DC

The success of  this year’s Mod-
el United Nations, held at the 
International Maritime Organi-
sation, is reflected in some of  
the excellent resolutions en-
thusiastic delegates came up 
with. With over 450 delegates 
from around London and the 
world voicing their countries’ 
opinions, it has been interest-
ing to see how this year’s topic 
of  Women’s Equality and Em-
powerment was dealt with. 

Some of  the topics which 
have been addressed are edu-
cation and human trafficking. 
For individual countries, issues 
on women’s equality have been 
different; from basic issues like 
forced marriages in Pakistan, to 

equal pay in the UK, these is-
sues have been recognised and 
urged to be dealt with. Western 
European committees are a 
group of  well developed coun-
tries which aim to help not just 
the women in their own coun-
tries facing injustices, but also 
give aid to women around the 
world. It is pleasing to see how 
states come together in order 
to support and benefit one an-
other.

Overall the ambiance has 
been lively, the delegates deter-
mined and the chairs firm as 
always. It has been a wonder-
ful experience whereby many 
key qualities can be taken away 
and it is clear that new leaders 
of  tomorrow have been dis-
covered.

Secretary General, Fatima, with her committee team.

The crisis committee in action.

Delegates working hard on their resolution.
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Thank you to our student journalists, reviewers 
and illustrators for all their hard work!

Students who wish to contribute to the next issue, 
please contact the editor, Jo Latham.

jlatham@mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk

Promee Reza, 10Y

Mulberry School Council-
lors attended a Tower Ham-
lets Youth Council meeting 
where we discussed issues re-
lated to young people in Tow-
er Hamlets and how they can 
be helped. The School Coun-
cillors thought about new ini-
tiatives to unite young people 
and give them a platform to 
share their views, ultimately 

to introduce them to positive, 
rather than negative or even 
dangerous experiences such 
as violence and illegal drugs.

Mulberry School Council-
lors had the opportunity to 
work with Councillors and 
Young Mayor candidates 
from across the borough. 
This was a very prestigious 
event where we felt very 
privileged to be. We took part 
in different workshops that 

were related to the problems 
that the youth face in our bor-
ough. The workshops con-
sisted of  role-plays, presen-
tations and public speaking, 
which gave Mulberry School 
Councillors a chance to speak 
out and give a girls’ perspec-
tive on behalf  of  many girls 
in Tower Hamlets. We were 
able to put our point across, 
which led to other members 
of  the Youth Council intro-

ducing ideas on how to eradi-
cate the problems that young 
people face in Tower Ham-
lets. 

This event was very impor-
tant; it had a huge impact on 
how we see young people in 
Tower Hamlets, has helped 
us think more broadly and 
made us realise that some-
thing needs to be done now!

School Council Speaks out 
for Girls in Tower Hamlets

School Council members representing the pupil voice at Mulberry.
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Everyone is 
Beautiful in Their 
Own Little Ways
Bipasha Islam, 9L

Little Things is the second mu-
sic video from One Direction’s 
second album, Take Me Home.  
One Direction are the boy 
band who were put together 

in The X Factor in 2010. They 
came third place, losing to Matt 
Cardle and Rebecca Ferguson. 
Since then they’ve become one 
of  the biggest boy bands of  
2012! Ed Sheeran wrote this 
song for a girl at the age of  

seventeen.  Ed Sheeran is an 
English singer-songwriter and 
producer who learnt to play the 
guitar at an early age. As well 
as Little Things, he has written 
Moments which is on their first 
album, Up All Night, and Over 
Again which is another song on 
their second album.

This song is completely dif-
ferent to any other song on 
both their albums. Little Things 
has slow, acoustic music play-
ing behind the lads’ voices and 
all the guys have a solo part. 
The song is a gentle, sweet love 
ballad and the video is in black 
and white, which makes Liam, 
Zayn, Louis, Niall and Harry 
look more sophisticated, more 
grown up and more serious. 
However the meaning of  the 
song is no different to the hit 
single What Makes You Beautiful. 

The song is about how eve-
ryone is beautiful in their own 
way. We all have little flaws 
which makes us who we are 
and those that love you should 
love all those little things. I 

think this song relates to a lot 
of  teenage girls and boys who 
don’t love themselves and are 
really insecure about their ap-
pearance, but what this song is 
trying to say is that you are per-
fect however you are and that 
there will be someone out there 
who will love the real you. ‘You 
never want to know how much 
you weigh’ - this is something 
that most teens don’t want to 
find out about themselves. ‘I’m 
in love with you, and all these 
little things’ – this would be 
what the person who loves you 
would love about you.  What 
is brilliant about this song is 
that the meaning of  the song 
is something that everyone can 
relate to. Everyone at some 
point thinks about the nega-
tives of  their appearance. 

I love the meaning of  this 
song - I can relate to it and I’m 
sure that everyone who feels 
upset or insecure about their 
image would as well. Also, I’m 
a ‘Directioner’!

Illustration by Shara Nahreen, 10L
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Love, Blood 
and Anger
Joynob Khatun, 12TR

In October 2012, the AS Dra-
ma students went to see a pro-
duction of  Blood Wedding per-
formed by students from the 
Guildhall School of  Music and 
Drama at the Barbican Cen-
tre. It was written by a Spanish 
writer called Frederico Garcia 
Lorca in the 1930s and is based 
on a true story.

The first thing that caught my 
eye when I entered the auditori-
um was the vast red light across 
the vast screen and stage. This 
symbolised some key themes 
in the play: love, blood, anger, 
and the constraints of  the rural 
Spanish community in which 
the play is rooted.

“It was as 
if the play 
was coming 
alive”

At the beginning of  the play, 
a big screen at the back of  the 
stage revealed the silhouettes 
of  the characters behind. As 
the screen was lifted it was as 
if  the play was coming alive. 
We were all really astonished by 
the precise movements of  the 
opening flamenco dance per-
formed by the brilliant Drama 
students. It was an enthralling 
opening to the play. 

The actors’ use of  stillness 
was amazing. When they froze 
in a position they were fo-
cussed at all times. I liked how 
the director decided to keep 
the chorus of  actors on stage 
the whole time, which was a 
constant reminder of  Span-

ish society’s oppression in the 
1930s. Another key moment 
was when the crowd was using 
absent focus and miming look-
ing through the window at the 
bride. The actors were looking 
over the heads of  the audience, 
implying that the audience was 
the fourth wall.

Ted Hughes’s version of  the 
play stays close in spirit to the 
original Spanish, offering a po-
etic text which captures all the 
violence and pathos of  the play 
for an English speaking audi-
ence.

We all had a fantastic evening 
at the theatre. Blood Wedding is 

one of  our set texts and we 
were very fortunate to be able 
to see a performance of  it, es-
pecially being performed by 
very talented Drama students. 
We are also going to see Julius 
Caesar and Our Country’s Good at 
the theatre in January 2013 and 
we are looking forward to see-
ing more live theatre as part of  
our AS Level Drama course.

Ben Forrester, Year 7

After winning the Hunger 
Games, Katniss Everdeen, the 
main character, is faced with 
the brewing of  a rebellion, and 
is asked to prove her love for 
Peeta. I felt that this sequel 
had the same sort of  baseline 
as the Hunger Games but it felt 
more modern. It was also very 
involving, as most of  the chap-
ters have mysteries flying all 
over, which made me just want 
to keep reading. 

In Catching Fire, Katniss finds 
out more about ‘The Quarter 
Quell’ a bigger, better Hunger 
Games with one demented 
twist every twenty-five years.

President Snow’s death threat 
made me feel insecure, like you 
know for certain someone will 
die. But whether anyone does ... 
you’ll just have to find out.

Finally, my feelings on ‘The 
Quarter Quell’ - it’s very com-
plicated. I feel excited but 
scared at the same time. I want 
to see what happens but I hope 
Katniss survives.

So my general opinion is that 
Catching Fire is a good follow up 
to the Hunger Games and I hope 
Mockingjay is too.

St Paul’s 
Way Trust 
School 

GUEST CORRESPONDENT

Rebellion Brews 
in Hunger Games 
Sequel, Catching 
Fire

Illustration by 
Shara Nahreen, 10L


