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Zahra Sarwar, Hamidha 
Mostafa, Nabilah Chowd-
hury, Fariha Uddin, Saniya 
Ali, Maisha Begum, Tanzi-
na Tarin and Aisha Sarmad

Year 10 pupils attended a 
Model United Nations Confer-
ence in New York this term, 
representing Azerbaijan. It was 
an amazing experience for us 
all and provided us with the 
opportunity to meet delegates 
from all over the world. By 
making friends with these 
people we got to experience 
different cultures and brush 
up on our French and Spanish, 
as well as experiencing the city 
that never sleeps!  

The opening ceremony was 
one we’ll never forget. It took 
place at the United Nations 
headquarters and UN secretary 
General Ban-Ki-Moon was 
there to give us an inspiring 
speech. On the first day of  
committee we were all a little 
nervous, as Nabilah Chowd-
hury describes, “I was a little 
hesitant because I thought that 
walking into a room full of  
two hundred people would be 

Suraiya Chowdhury, Aishah 
Siddiqa, Afifa Gill, Fariha 
Begum, Fatima Begum and 
Samrah Rashid

In September 2011, a team of  
six young women from Mul-
berry School embarked upon a 
journey to explore the turbu-
lent history of  Bosnia, and the 
genocide that occurred there 
between 1992 and 1995.

It was the worst genocide in 
the history of  Europe since 
World War Two. Thousands of  
people were killed during this 
period, in a conflict based on 
racial and religious divisions. 
We were trained to operate 
filming equipment, and filmed 
interviews with survivors in 
Sarajevo, the capital of  Bosnia 
to which the Serbs laid siege, 
and Srebrenica, where 8000 
Muslim men and boys were 
murdered in a matter of  three 
days, and found out what jus-
tice means to them.

We continued our quest for 
truth and justice and travelled 
to the International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yu-
goslavia (ICTY) at the Hague 
to witness the trial of  the man 
accused of  masterminding 
these crimes - the war time 
leader of  the Bosnian Serbs, 
Dr Radovan Karadzic. The 
ICTY is a United Nations 
court of  law dealing with war 
crimes that took place during 
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MUN in 
New
York

The Justice in Action team filming in Bosnia.

Mulberry pupils win awards at the MUN conference.
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If I were Queen for a day
Mukta Begum

If I were Queen for a day ... if I were Queen for a day,
I’d gather the flowers and give them away,
I’d send the entire workers home with pay.
I’d help all the people who have lost their way.
I’d bring closer all the people at bay, 
To let them tell their stories and have their say.
I’d invite all the shy ones to come out and play,
To run through the hillside and in green meadows lay.
I’d make all the sad ones shout out with “Yay!”
We’d party till dawn and play in the hay
And make everyone have a wonderful day.
Ahh ... if only I were Queen for a day.

Mulberry School had great 
fun celebrating the Diamond 
Jubilee earlier this term. We 
had a Cockney Knees-Up 
party, at which we danced and 
sang along to traditional East 
End songs. Pupils competed 
in egg and spoon races, sack 
races and a tug of  war during 
the lunch break.

We also gave form groups the 
chance to nominate a Queen. 
They each had a coronation 
portrait taken and gave a 
mini Queen’s speech. Queen 

Sumaya of  7E said that she 
would ‘make sure everyone 
had equal rights’ and Queen 
Sanjida of  9L would ‘make 
poor and rich swap roles’, 
while radical Queen Arifa of  
8R would rather ‘abolish the 
monarchy’ than rule. You can 
listen to their speeches on 
Mulberry Radio at www.ra-
diowaves.co.uk/mulberry

Mukta Begum from 7E won 
our Jubilee poetry competition 
with this compassionate poem.

Year 9 pupils attended the 
naming ceremony of  a new 
Water Chariots boat, The Mul-
berry Express, named by Basma 
Akouiz. They met Ben Fogle 
and their Royal Highnesses the 
Prince of  Wales and the Duch-
ess of  Cornwall. The boat shall 
carry passengers to and from 
the Olympic site.

Another Year 9 group won a 
competition to design a green 
space or structure to be built 
in or around the Olympic Park 

as part of  the London Legacy 
Company’s local initiatives. 
They worked with Ground-
work, a charity that aims to 
regenerate areas through green 
projects. Semeen Mahbub, 
one of  the team members, 
said “we have been working 
on this project over the last 
few months and it has been 
an amazing experience. We are 
so excited to have won”. The 
group has won VIP Paralympic 
Games experience tickets.

Jubilee Celebrations

Queen Fariha from 7U

Queen Fariha from 7U.

Mulberry Contributes to 
the Local Olympic Legacy

Tahmin Kamaly and Ben Fogle name the boat. 

The Year 9 group celebrate their success.



the conflict in Bosnia in the 
1990s. This was a journey of  
discovery, on which we learnt 
the meaning of  justice, both 
for the survivors and for those 
in the justice system. 

Having gone to Bosnia and 
met the survivors we realised 
that these people are victims 
of  a war that began the year 
some of  us were born. It 
was only a matter of  chance 
that we were born in the UK, 
whilst the war occurred in 
Bosnia, yet other people our 
age died everyday as a result 
of  the war. It was a mind-
numbing experience, to think 
that only by the virtue of  ones’ 
birthplace did one avoid war. 

At a time when youth, es-
pecially young Asian Muslim 
women, are perceived to be 
uninterested in the world, we 
wanted to break the mould 
and show the world that we do 
care and we do want to make 
a change. However we came 
away from this experience with 

a deeper sense of  personal 
responsibility for the stories 
that we heard. The survivors 
of  this war all had one thing 
in common - justice to them 
meant their story being heard 
by the world so that something 
like this does not repeat itself. 
This film aims to demonstrate 
that through the power of  sto-
rytelling we can make a change 
and work towards spreading 
peace and justice across the 
world.

intimidating, however I gained 
more confidence in myself  
and I was able to express 
concerns for my country to 
other members with ease”. 
Everyone was very keen to 
get to know us as we were the 
only delegates representing 
London.

The impact of  working 

www.mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk | 3

closely with others in com-
mittee and fighting to get our 
country’s positions across 
was that we all gained a huge 
amount of  confidence in 
ourselves and now feel more 
able to express our views. As 
a result of  the trip we have all 
achieved a heightened aware-
ness of  global issues and find 
ourselves feeling more in-
volved in the world of  politics 
both at a local and interna-
tional level. We all feel empow-
ered to go out and fight for 
the things that are important 
to us and feel connected to 
some of  the issues that face 
the world today. Furthermore, 
the New York trip has allowed 
us to empathise with people in 
difficult situations.

We are all proud of  what we 
achieved. Fariha and Tanzina 
achieved an honourable men-
tion while Zahra and Aisha 
achieved the best position 

paper award. However we all 
made personal achievements 
as well; for many of  us this 
was our first international 
trip, and Tanzina fulfilled her 
dream of  meeting Ban-Ki-
Moon, but most importantly 
we bonded as a group. 

We would like to thank Ms 
Sarwar, Ms Brian and Ms Dav-
ies for all their hard work, sup-
port and dedication towards 
us. Finally we couldn’t have 
achieved any of  these things 
without the well appreciated 
help of  Ms Morrison. Working 
with Ms Morrison has inspired 
us all to take a lead in the glo-
bal community. Her dedication 
and enthusiasm, both towards 
the school and us students, has 
been motivation to never give 
up and get our voices heard. 
She is truly an inspiration; we 
will miss her and wish her the 
best of  luck in her exciting 
new job.  

Justice in Action 
will premiere at the 
Barbican on 26th 
September 2012. 
There are currently 
spaces available 
for students; please 
contact Ms Shanaz 
Begum in the 
Head’s PA’s office if 
you are interested in 
attending.

MUN delegates enjoy the sights on their trip to New York.

“We all feel em-
powered to go 
out and fight for 
the things that 
are important to 
us.” 

... Justice in Action continued from page 1

... MUN continued from page 1



Timeline 
of Women 
in British 

Politics

Shakera Akhtar
10Y 

Khadija Khatun, 10Y

This term, Mulberry’s Young 
Fawcett Society has completed 
a project on women in politics. 
As part of  our research, we 
did a survey in school. The 
main objective of  the sur-
vey was to investigate young 
women’s political awareness 
and ambition. We asked Year 
7 and 11 students to complete 
the survey in order to see the 
range of  results between the 
two years.

“37% of Year 7s 
have aspirations 
to become Prime 
Minister.”

Students were first given a 
selection of  statements and 
were asked whether they 
agreed. A staggering 82% of  
participants agreed with the 
statement, ‘I will vote in elec-
tions once I turn eighteen’. 
From the results it seems that 
37% of  Year 7s have aspira-
tions to become Prime Minis-
ter! The Year 11s have a more 
realistic and broad view about 
what career they would like 
to pursue in the future; they 
were less likely to state that 
they would like to be Prime 
Minister, yet were more likely 

to agree with the statement, 
‘I am interested in a career in 
politics’.

The students were then given 
a statistic, ‘only 22% of  MPs 
are women’, and were asked 
how they felt about this. Many 
comments included the words 
‘unfair’ and ‘disgraced’. Ac-
cording to these comments 
it seems that many students 
strongly believe women should 
be given more opportunities 
rather than be overshadowed 
by men, since, as one Year 
11 stated, ‘women are often 
underestimated’. One student 
said she was concerned that 
women’s ‘views are not heard’ 
and another pointed out that 
it is not ‘representative’. Many 
felt that the proportion should 
be increased to 50%. Though 
a minority of  students felt 
as though this issue didn’t 
concern them, the rest felt 
very passionate about doing 
something about this situation. 
Overall, the majority of  stu-
dents were shocked that there 
is gender inequality within 
politics.

In one question, students 
were asked to name any 
women they know of  involved 
in politics in the United King-
dom. The majority of  students 
named Rushanara Ali. This is 
to be expected from Mul-

Women in Politics: a report 

The Mulberry Fawcett Society meet Jim Fitzpatrick MP.

berry students as Rushanara 
Ali is a common face to us 
all, being a former Mulberry 
student who has achieved her 
ambitions as MP for Bethnal 
Green and Bow. Other women 
who featured in answers were 
Theresa May, Home Secre-
tary and Minister for Women 
and Equalities, and Margaret 
Thatcher, the first female Brit-
ish Prime Minister. 

Students were also asked to 
name women involved in poli-
tics internationally. The most 
popular answers were Hillary 
Clinton, United States Secre-
tary of  State, Sheikh Hasina, 
President of  Bangladesh, and 
Khaleda Zia, the first woman 
in the country’s history and 
second in the Muslim world 
to head a democratic govern-
ment. However, it seems that 
as a school we are lacking 

knowledge of  women who 
are involved in politics, since 
many were unable to name 
any women in politics either in 
the UK or internationally.

Another thing I picked up 
on was that Mulberry students 
feel that it is very important 
to share their views. This is 
significant as they can raise 
awareness among the entire 
school which can create a 
powerful campaign. This just 
goes to show that Mulberry 
pupils have the confidence to 
be influential and feel they can 
make a difference. The state-
ment “I would like to protest 
against things which I believe 
are wrong” scored highly 
among both year groups and, 
after all, Mulberry Girls are 
known for their enthusiasm 
and devotion towards issues 
they wish to solve.  
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The Suffragette move-
ment began, led by 
Emmeline Pankhurst 
(women won the vote in 
1918).

Nancy Astor became 
the first woman to take 
a seat in the House of  
Commons.

1903 1919 1979

Margaret Thatcher 
was the first British 
female Prime Minister 
and was also the longest 
serving Prime Minister 
of  the twentieth cen-
tury.
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by Mulberry Fawcett Society
Majeda Islam, 7R
Harriet Harman is the Shadow Secretary of  State for Culture, 
Media and Sport and Shadow Deputy Prime Minister. She is a 
British Labour Party politician who is the MP for Camberwell 
and Peckham. In 2007, she was elected Deputy Leader of  the 
Labour Party, and served in the cabinet as leader of  the House of  
Commons. She has increased women’s representation in the La-
bour Party through women-only-shortlists. She also formulated 
the policy for the National Minimum Wage and campaigned for 
the Human Rights Act.

Hasna Begum, 7R
Dilma Rousseff is the first female President of  
Brazil. Rousseff  has been involved in politics since 
the age of  sixteen when she joined a group which 
fought against the military government. As a result 
of  her campaigning she was jailed for three years. 
She has since improved democracy in Brazil and 
has made impressive achievements in Brazil’s hous-
ing conditions and electricity supply.

Sadia Begum, 7R
Theresa May is Home Secretary and has been involved in the 
Conservative Party for a long time.  She started stuffing enve-
lopes and later became a Councillor in the London borough of  
Merton. In government she has been involved in education and 
housing. Theresa May is also Minister for Women and Equalities 
and is trying to make sure that men and women are paid equally. 
One issue that Theresa May cares about is local businesses. She 
has been trying to help people back into work and reduce unem-
ployment.  

Women 
in Politics 

Today 

Illustrations by Tameena Jahan, 7E

Betty Boothroyd was 
the first and, so far, only 
female Speaker of  the 
House of  Commons.

First Female Lord: Bar-
oness Hale of  Rich-
mond was appointed as 
a Law Lord. She is still 
the most senior judge in 
the UK.

Baroness Hayman 
was appointed as Lord 
Speaker, making her the 
first woman in this role 
or the Lord Chancellor’s 
post which preceded it.

Baroness Janet Mary 
Young was the first 
woman to hold the 
role of  Leader of  the 
House of  Lords.

1981 1992 2004 2006



Amal Doua, 11Y

Dance. Many take one look 
at the word and it sends them 
running in the opposite direc-
tion, screaming. Too many 
think that you have to have 
a certain knowledge set and 
be able to stand on your toes 
elegantly and perform a grand 
jété. If  you did, I’m certain I 
wouldn’t have fit the criteria.

The aim of  Mulberry Dance 
Company is to integrate stu-
dents to improve their dancing 
ability and knowledge of  the 
correct technical skills. These 
are acquired, not automatically 
ingrained in your brains. Creat-
ing a successful dance takes 
hard work and dedication. The 
Step into Dance teacher as-
sociated with Mulberry is Jess 
Williams, who works with us 
to produce unforgettable and 
innovative dance pieces. 

A Mulberry Dance Company 
performance in December 
2011 involved both Year 11 
and Year 13 students. We all 
managed to work together 
harmoniously. The project 
was called Watch this Space a 
celebration of  Contemporary 
Dance from schools across 
London. Mulberry hosted 
this performance and we 

performed three pieces, one 
which was site specific, using 
the area around the Mulberry 
tree.

 This July, Mulberry also had 
an exclusive week-long resi-
dency with Shobana Jeyasingh 
Dance Company, and the Year 
10 GCSE Dance students 
kicked it off  with an inspiring 
fusion of  contemporary dance 
and traditional Indian Dance 
based on the playground game 
Kabaddi. 

 The Mulberry Dance Com-
pany was also chosen amongst 
fierce competition to represent 
Tower Hamlets in a public 
performance at Southbank 
Centre in July. The contem-
porary dance piece, which was 
also performed at a Newham 
borough event at St Angela 
Ursuline School, took place at 
Southbank Centre as part of  
Step Live and Big Dance 2012.

Through working on these 
different dance perform-
ances our social circles have 
expanded and we have learnt 
more about dance from both 
peers and professionals. It was 
a great opportunity to imple-
ment technical skills learnt 
in lessons and the regular 
rehearsals kept up our fitness 
levels. 

Mulberry 
Dance 
Company 
Steps Up
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Debate Mate
Year 9 pupils attended a Debate Mate event at London School of  
Economics this term. They took part in various debates and one 
team won a debate opposing military intervention in Syria.

History Trips
This term the History department took Year 9 to learn about the 
effects of  World War One in Belgium (above). They also visited 
Berlin with GCSE and AS Level History students to explore its 
past, from the highs of  the 1920s to the lows of  the Holocaust.

Students who wish to submit articles 
or illustrations for the next issue, 
please contact Jo Latham.

jlatham@mulberry.towerhamlets.sch.uk
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Humayra Chowdhury, 10E

A Thousand Splendid Suns is a 
breathtaking novel written by 
Khaled Hosseini exploring the 
modern history of  Afghani-
stan between 1964 and 2003, 
told eloquently through the 
eyes of  Laila and Mariam. This 
book is a tale of  two women 
and a tale of  two cities, Herat 
and Kabul. A Thousand Splendid 
Suns reflects the lives of  thou-
sands of  Afghan women who 
have endured despite the odds. 
Hosseini weaves together the 
two women’s stories, both 
displaying the unconquerable 
spirit of  individuals. 

At the beginning, we are 
dropped into the world of  
Mariam, a young illegitimate 
girl living alone with her 
unmarried mother on the 
outskirts of  Herat. Mariam 
loves her father Jalil dearly and 
at first we sense a strong con-
nection between the father and 
daughter. But later we clearly 
see the false love her father 
had as he forces his illegitimate 
daughter, at a young age of  
fifteen, to marry Rasheed, a 
man in his forties.  

Nearly two decades later, 
a friendship grows between 
Mariam and Laila, another 
young girl. The friendship 

is as strong as the ties be-
tween mother and daughter. 
As time passes by, the war in 
Afghanistan heightens as the 
Taliban takes over the city. Life 
becomes a desperate struggle 
against starvation, brutality 
and fear, yet love can move 
people to act in unexpected 
ways, and lead them to over-
come the most daunting obsta-
cles with startling heroism.  

This novel was really poign-
ant; I enjoyed it because it was 
packed with stories of  women, 
their pasts, the hardships they 
had to face, their unstable 
future and, more importantly, 
how they conquered their 
barriers.  This book made me 
reflect on the current status 
of  women as even nowadays 
they have to go through im-
mense suffering. This may be a 
fictional story but the mes-
sages are certainly true and will 
always be true, as after all we 
all deserve happiness, even in 
impoverished rural towns. 

If  you enjoyed reading The 
Kite Runner, then this should be 
your next read, as it is similar 
but even better. The Kite Runner 
focuses on the troubles fathers 
and sons come across but in 
this society all we ever hear 
about is men, their high status, 
their power and their wealth, 

The Heroism 
of Women

Nadirah Tahsin, 9R

In Avengers Assemble, six gifted 
protagonists – Iron Man, The 
Hulk, Thor, Captain America, 
Hawkeye, and Black Widow 
- take on a mighty challenge, 
to save the earth from destruc-
tion. They help each other find 
their strengths and weaknesses 
for the greater good of  the 
people, with breathtaking ac-
tion all the way through. 

I personally really enjoyed 
Avengers Assemble as it contains 
one of  the key elements for a 
good movie - a really twisted, 

evil villain, who everyone 
unites to defeat. By bringing 
all the action heroes together, 
Joss Whedon really brings 
out the message of  unity and 
justice, which I feel are very 
important themes throughout 
the film. 

Even if  you haven’t seen the 
earlier films and don’t know 
the back-story, Avengers As-
semble gives the viewer enough 
information so that they are 
not lost. Overall, I think that 
this film is amazing, and it re-
ally shows the value of  work-
ing together.

Illustration by Sameena Matin, 7E

Super Heroes Unite

and fewer know what women 
are actually going through and 
the challenges we have to face. 
Brilliantly, this book is writ-
ten from the perspective of  
women and Hosseini voices 
the truth of  distress which 
woman undergo. Why should 
men have a higher status than 
women? Why are men seen as 
more significant than women? 
This book made me question 
myself, as I see women as 
equal to men and therefore we 
should have the same status, 
be given the same respect and 
the same significance. 

“This book 
made me 
reflect on 
the current 
status of 
women.”



Editor: Jo Latham
j la tham@mulber ry .
towerhamlets.sch.uk
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Naphysa Awuah, 7B

Holes is an award winning book 
by one of  the best children’s 
and young adults’ novelists, 
Louis Sachar. The story is 
about Stanley Yelnats, an over-
weight boy from a poor family. 
Stanley is wrongly convicted 
of  a crime, stealing shoes from 
a homeless shelter auction. At 
his court hearing, he is faced 
with two choices - either go to 
juvenile detention centre or go 
to Camp Green Lake. Stanley 
had never been to camp.

However, Camp Green Lake 
has a deceiving name. Camp 
Green Lake was built upon a 
dried up river in the middle 
of  a wasteland. It is the only 

place for water for about three 
hundred miles - even if  you 
tried to run away from Camp 
Green Lake, ‘you’d be buzzard 
food in three days’. At Camp 
Green Lake the boys are told 
that digging one hole a day 
(five feet long, five feet wide) 
builds character. However, that 
is a lie, and Stanley must dig up 
the truth.

Holes is a captivating read. 
Its brilliant imagery means 
you can actually feel the heat 
of  Camp Green Lake radiat-
ing from each and every page. 
This is a book that will keep 
you flipping pages and wanting 
more - even once you have fin-
ished it, you’ll want to read it 
again. Digging holes is certain-

ly not character building, but 
this book is. It shows you so 
much about human emotions. 
The emotions in this book are 
raw and un-refined; when you 
start reading, you feel them. 
This book is certainly worth 
reading; whatever genre you 
usually read, it is suitable for 
all.

Sanjida Akther, 9L

Three pupils from Years 7, 8 
and 9 attended the premiere 
screening of  Sporting Sisters: 
Stories of  Muslim Women in Sport 
at The Women’s Library. The 
documentary includes inter-
views with different genera-
tions of  Muslim women. It 
was made by a group of  young 
Muslim women over the past 
year with support from re-
search charity IARS. This was 
a wonderful opportunity to see 
many Muslim women come 
together to give a message of  
equality.

The documentary takes a 
look at how fashion, specialist 
women’s groups and cultural 
values have adapted to enable 
Muslim women to get more 
involved in a range of  sports, 
from football to boxing. For 
example, many women felt 
they could not get involved 
in professional sports due to 
clothing restraints, but in-
novations such as the burqini 
and the ‘Capster’ have shown 
that modest clothing should 

Muslim Women in Sport

not be a barrier to participa-
tion. The film also shows how 
women-only groups, such the 
local kick-boxing class run by 
Khadija Safari, provide settings 
in which women feel comfort-
able engaging in sports.

Veiled female athletes in 
the Middle East are excelling 
in various sports fields and 
shattering western stereotypes 
about their Hijab, culture and 
religion, another recent study 

at North-Western University 
in Qatar has revealed. For 
example, Bahraini sprinter 
Roqaya Al Ghasara, who was 
fully covered and wearing a 
hijab when she ran and won 
at the 2008 Olympic Games 
in Beijing, and Samira Islam, a 
Qatari basketball player. These 
are independent women who 
are determined to reach their 
goals as well as respect their 
beliefs.

Digging up the Truth

Illustration by Sameena Matin, 7E

Mulberry pupils enjoying a game of basketball.

Congratulations 
Dr Ogden!

Mulberry School would 
like to congratulate Dr 
Ogden on completing 
her PhD.
Promee Reza has 
voiced the feelings 
of the students and 
staff in saying that 
“her achievements 
are testament to her 
dedication to the 
education of young 
people, and her vision 
for the development 
of our opportunities. 
Through her doctorate 
she has been able to 
provide a voice for us 
and our community, and 
we are deeply grateful 
for the effort she has 
shown to provide us 
with an exceptional role 
model.”


