
 

 
 
 
 
 
31

st
 March 2021 

 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Firstly we would like to thank all parents and carers for your support over the last few weeks 

since re-opening. In particular we are really pleased with students attitude to lateral flow 

testing, wearing of masks and general conduct. This has meant we have had a very smooth 

start to re-integrating the school back. As the term draws to a close we are writing to inform 

you about the next steps for year 11 and 13. 

 

Next week, mock examinations continue. There are also some intervention lessons taking 

place and we have notified relevant students and parents in separate communication. Any 

taught intervention sessions will complete by 1 pm. Please also note: 

 Year 11 Maths sessions next Thursday and Friday are 9.00-11.00.  

 Year 13 students are able to use sixth from study spaces to work between 10am and 

4pm from Tuesday 6
th
 April to Friday 9

th
 April 

 

During the week after (Monday 12th April to Friday 16th April) school will be closed. 

 

On return on Monday 19th April, students will have their normal timetabled lessons. But for 

this six week period lessons will be a mixture of revision, assessment, exam practice and some 

assessments, which will be carried out in classrooms but in test conditions.  

 

 

The exam board have now given us detailed guidance on how GCSE and A level exam grades 

are being determined. They have produced a helpful guide for parents and students which can 

be located here.  

 

We would like to just highlight the following very important points: 

 Teachers will be grading students on their current work. They are not being predicted 

grades for what they would have achieved had they sat full examinations.  

Students are being graded on each piece of assessed work. Right at the start of next 

term, teachers will be deciding what evidence pieces will be used in determining the 

grade. We have intentionally left this work until the final half term, as the exam board 

advice is to leave most assessment as late as possible.  

 

 

 

https://www.jcq.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/03/JCQ-Guidance-for-Students-and-Parents-on-Summer-2021.pdf


Teachers will use the pieces of evidence to determine an overall grade. Whilst they can 

share marks on assessed pieces, teachers are not allowed to share the grade that has 

been submitted to the exam board, and students and parents must not ask for this 

information. They will, however, share the pieces of evidence that have been used in 

determining the grade. 

 Once grades have been determined they will be moderated internally so that all 

teachers in a subject have marked to the correct standard. 

 The grades must be submitted by 18th June. However, our internal deadline for 

completing all assessment work is Friday 28th May.  
 After submission, the exam boards will sample some of our evidence and assessment 

marks to ensure we are completely objective and accurate. 

 It will be no easier or more difficult to achieve a grade than previous years, and all 

grades will have the same value and currency with colleges, schools and future 

employees. 

 Evidence being used for determining grades will be a mixture of mock exams, end of 

units tests, NEA (non examinable assessment in practical subjects) and exam board 

assessments. Your child will be doing regular assessments over the six weeks, so that 

we can evidence their grade appropriately. It should be noted that students will not be 

assessed on content that has not been taught. 

 Exam results days are slightly earlier this year- Tuesday 10th August 2021 (A level and 

year 13 Health and Social Care)  and Thursday 12th August (GCSE). There is an 

appeals process that is outlined in the document link. In addition, all year 11 and 13 

students can sit their GCSE or A level exams in the autumn 2021 should they wish to. 

 

I do hope we have shared enough information to allow you to be informed. We will, next term, 

begin to map out to students which assessments they will complete, and when. But for the 

first two weeks we will be marking their mock papers and returning these to students. Please 

do not hesitate to contact us if you require any further information. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

                                                                                       

 

 

Ms Jill Tuffee                                                                                             Ms Alice Ward 

Associate Headteacher                                                                            Associate Headteacher 

 

 

 

 


