


 
Religious Studies is a great subject to help you build a wide range of skills, including 
improving your skills as a writer, speaker and thinker.  
 
Even though you haven’t been able to finish your Year 11 course this year, you can still 
practice and develop Religious Studies skills at home. You can read, watch and listen to 
interesting ideas and think about the opinions expressed. How far do they match your own 
views? What might someone say if they had a very different opinion? Keep up your writing 
skills by putting your ideas down on paper – try, if you can, to handwrite, just to keep up the 
practice of handwriting so that your writing isn’t completely illegible by the time you go 
back to school. 
 
Reading good quality writing is the best way of improving your own writing. As you read a 
good writer, you will gain a better understanding of the meanings of new words and the 
ways in which carefully chosen words and punctuation can add real emphasis to someone’s 
argument. Different writers express themselves in different ways, and by reading them you 
will develop your own ‘voice’. Reading also helps with more basic skills such as spelling, 
because if you see a word written down often enough, you will know when it ‘looks right’ 
when you write the same word yourself. 
 
Thinking skills can be developed if you try to take a questioning attitude to the things you 
watch, hear and read. Do you agree with what’s being said? If you watch a film where 
people have different attitudes towards something, which do you agree with most, or least, 
and why?  
 
 
Here are some different activities and exercises for you try if you’re learning from home. In 
Religious Studies, some of the topics can be quite sensitive, so if the activity involves an 
issue that might make you upset, choose a different one. These times are already difficult 
enough; nobody wants you to be upset when there’s no teacher there to talk you through 
your feelings.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Activity 1 
 
Watch this documentary, ‘Barra Boy’ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nhGX1YCsvAM 
 
1. Do you think the story provides convincing evidence for reincarnation? Why, or why not?  
 
2. What do you think counts as ‘convincing evidence’ for life after death (e.g. scripture, near death experiences, nothing)? What makes 
evidence convincing or unconvincing? 
 
3. Read the accounts in the gospels of the resurrection of Jesus (you could use biblegateway.com if you don’t have a Bible at home)  
 
Matthew 28:1 – 10 
 
Mark 16: 1 – 8 
 
Luke 24: 1 – 10 
 
John 20: 1 – 18 
 
4. Do you find these stories convincing? Why, or why not? 
 
5. Do you think the stories contradict each other, or are they just told from different points of view, in your 
opinion? What might account for the differences and the similarities between the stories? 
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Critical thinking skills 
 
Here are a couple of activities to try, to start you off, and then a selection of other directions you might like to take:  
 
Activity 2. 
 
This is the first episode of a documentary about attitudes towards homosexuality. 
 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IMPl25oraVc 
 
This is the first episode of Stephen Fry’s series ‘Out There’, where he explores attitudes to homosexuality in different parts of the 
world.  
 
Questions to think about and/or write about – try to support your answers with reasoning: 
 

1. Do you think there is a ‘right’ attitude and a ‘wrong’ attitude towards homosexuality? What is it that makes these attitudes 
right or wrong? 
 

2. Some people might argue that different cultures have different ideas about morality, and that these different cultural beliefs 
should be respected even if we don’t agree with them. Do you think we should always respect the beliefs and attitudes of 
cultures different from our own, or should we try to persuade them to adopt our own beliefs instead? 

 
3. What do you think are the aims of this television series? Do you think they are good aims? Do you think this first episode is 

successful in achieving its aims?  
 

4. What religious reasons do people sometimes give for opposing homosexual relationships? How would you support or oppose 
these views? 

 
 

 

 
 

Research Task in relation to Islam: 
 

• Research the 5 pillars of Islam and the significance of each pillar to Muslims.  Think about the impact of 
practising each and what each pillar encourage a Muslim to practice. 

• Research Tarik Ramadan/ Imam Ghazali and the significance they have in the Muslim community.  What 
work have they carried out, what makes them of great influence and can you give examples of article 
they have written or issues they have explored.  
 

To watch: 
 
Masjid- al Haram (Saudi Arabia) 

- One day in the Haram 
 

Islam- The untold story-Documentary  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=e266JghQMIk 
 
Who was Imam Ghazali- Hamza Yusuf  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=np_fin4y1ok 
 
Islam and Democracy- Tariq Ramadan 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dop0wavU4Ig 
 
Life of Prophet Muhammad 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=E_Rqu_sNBZ8 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Y12 Summer Work – Philosophy 
 

Read the document ‘Introduction to Types of Arguments’ and complete the following tasks: 
1. Make notes on pages 1-3 
2. Complete the following activities: 

a. Which arguments 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2015-16/15-
16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/00-introduction/01-which-
arguments.html 

b. Inductive/deductive - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2015-16/15-
16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/00-introduction/02-inductive-or-
deductive.html 

c. A priori/ a posteriori - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2015-16/15-
16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/00-introduction/03-a-priori-or-
posteriori.html 
 

Read the document ‘The Cosmological Argument’ and complete the following points: 
1. Make notes on page 1-9 
2. In your opinion, which of these philosopher’s views is the most convincing and 

which is the least convincing – why? 
3. In your opinion, are the scientific criticisms of the Cosmological Argument 

convincing or not? Why? 
4. Complete the following activities: 

a. Introduction to key terms - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2015-
16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/01-cosmological-
argument/00-introducing-key-terms.html 

b. Aquinas vs Craig -
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2015-
16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/01-cosmological-
argument/02-aquinas-vs-craig.html 

c. Challenges to the argument - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2015-
16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/01-cosmological-
argument/03-challenges-to-the-argument.html 

d. For or Against - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2015-
16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/01-cosmological-
argument/04-for-or-against.html 

e. Creator God - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2015-



16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/01-cosmological-
argument/05-creator-god.html 

f. Evaluating the argument -
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2015-
16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/01-cosmological-
argument/06-evaluating-the-argument.html 

g. Test Yourself - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2015-
16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/01-cosmological-
argument/07-test-yourself.html 

h. Applying the argument - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2015-
16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/01-cosmological-
argument/08-applying-the-argument.html 

i. Key terms revision - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/2015-
16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/01-cosmological-
argument/01-key-terms.html 
 

Read the document ‘The Ontological Argument’ and complete the following points: 
1. Make notes on page 1-7 
2. In what ways are the views of Anselm and Descartes (i) similar and (ii) 

different? Which is the most convincing and why? 
3. In your opinion, which of the criticisms is the most convincing? Why? 
4. Complete the following activities: 

a. Key Terms - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/201
5-16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/02-
ontological-argument/01-key-terms.html 

b. In support of the argument – 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/201
5-16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/02-
ontological-argument/02-in-support-of-the-argument.html 

c. Challenges to the arguments - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/201
5-16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/02-
ontological-argument/03-challenges-to-the-argument.html 

d. Test yourself - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/201
5-16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/02-
ontological-argument/04-test-yourself.html 
 

Read the document ‘The Teleological Argument’ and complete the following points: 
b. Make notes on page 1-9 



c. In what ways are Aquinas’ and Paley’s views (i) similar and (ii) different? 
Which view is the most convincing? 

d. Discussion: is beauty evidence of design? 
e. For discussion: In your opinion, which of these philosopher’s views is the 

most convincing and which the least – why? 
f. Complete the following activities: 

a. Key Terms - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/201
5-16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/03-
teleological-argument/00-introducing-key-terms.html 

b. Three forms of argument - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/201
5-16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/03-
teleological-argument/02-three-forms-of-the-argument.html 

c. Challenges to the argument - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/201
5-16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/03-
teleological-argument/04-challenges-to-the-argument.html 

d. For or against - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/201
5-16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/03-
teleological-argument/05-for-or-against.html 

e.Test yourself - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/201
5-16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/03-
teleological-argument/06-test-yourself.html 

f. Key Terms - 
http://resource.download.wjec.co.uk.s3.amazonaws.com/vtc/201
5-16/15-16_15/eng/arguments-for-existence-of-god/03-
teleological-argument/01-key-terms.html 
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